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PREFACE: 


7A, i Lthough it may 
pe El perhops be oncly 

Ye an aff eee, 0 wh 1 
= El pretended 24 
defty in mary 0- 
thers, Yet it is 2 moſt Jevere 
Truth in me, When 1 pro- 
feſs I had not Fabliſhed 
ths R omance, but at the 
R equeſt and Commands. of 
ſome choice Friends, being 
A 3 ſenſ ible 
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The Preface. 


ſenfeble that. a piece compoſed 
1n my greener YT outh,and moſt 
of it during the intervals of a 
ſharp difi emper, cannot be ſo 
mature and ſound in all its 
parts, 4s it mght have pro- 
ved, if nndertaken in a more 
advanced Age, and healthful 
Leaſure. And therefore, to 
decline the Vanity of ſuch as 
make the Preface rather a 
Panegyrich to their Books, 
then an Advertiſement to the 
R eader ; I declare, that this 
 onely to defire thoſe that 
ſhall peruſe the following 
Story. not to i1mpute the Prin- 
ters Farlts tome, ſince there 

will 


T he Preface. 
will be enongh beſides upon my 
own. ſcore, to Exerciſe the ut- 
moſt of their mercy. - _ 

Yet do 1 not intend by this 
Ingenions ( onfeſſion to ſubmit 
my ſelf ro every trivial Cen- 


ſurer : For though I ſhall 


acquieſce in the Fudgement 
of the Wiſe, yet have 1 100 
much Spirit to endurethe 1g.- 
norant reproof of ſuch buſie 
Drones as make a humming, 
noiſe, indeed, like Bees, .and 
often Irght upon the ſweeteſt 
Flowers ; but yet Want the 
faculty to extract the leaſt 
drop of Honey thence reſem- 
bling, ſuch ill Conſtututed PB o- 
Aa4 dies 


The Preface. 


dies as convert the moſt whole-. 
ſome Aliments into corrupt 
and contagious humors. 


From theſe, I therefore 
juſtly may appeal to ſounder 
judgements.ſuch as examine 
with as much skill as equity, 
and conſult with reaſon and 
underſtanding, not admit- 
ting either giddy Folly, or 
beſpartering envy to bias 
them : before whom 1 dare 
affirm, that if I deſerve cor- 
rection in ſome places, 1 
merit noleſs approbation 1 
others; For if my expreſſion 
benot very Eloquent, ' ne1- 
NC ther 
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(ther is3t very Languid ; and 


if novelty be therein plea- 
ſing, I am confident tome 
will finde ſatisfaction ; for 
though my ſtile may feem 
to lmmp, compared to the 
more Polite and Smooth 
Language of ſome others, 
yet does it not fall into Ru- 
ſticity or obſceneſs; nor 
leave ſuch uneven furrows 
as to make the Readers 
ſtumble, unleſs their preju- 
dice or Malice lay an un- 
handſome block mn their 
own: way. 

Such as can reliſhnoR 0- 


mance,that 1s, not forced with 
<xtra- 
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T he Preface. 


Extravagant Impoſlibilities 
(no leſs Ridiculous then 
improbable) will find little 
Guſto and cold entertain- 
ment here; wherefore [I 
wiſh ſuch to ſtop at this 
Preface, and make no fur- | 
ther Progreſs, for I have | 
endued my Heroes with no 
greater ſtrength or conrage, 
then may refide in generous 
perſons ; nor do | fill their 
Veins with ſtreams of blood 
greater, then rhofe ſmal 
channels ſhould contain. 

I know. indeed, this were 
an cane task. if that were 
all, that is required to gain 
E1- applauſe; 


The Preface. 
applauſe ; it being without 
diſpute more tacilto rough- 
draw aGyant(with afenſing 
quil)who ſhould tingly rout 
whole Armies 1n every page, 
then really diſarme the ve- 


. | rieſt Coward that dares but 


ſtand in the leaſt defenſive 
poſture. 

And who ſees not the fair 
advantage | might now take 
to ſet oft the actions of my 
Heroe by heightning and 
cxagerating them with ſwel- 
ling Hypervoles, fince he 1s 
liſted one of the greateſt 
Conquerours in theRolls of 
Fame; Buttreating ofa real 


F Hiſtory 
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Hiſtory, for the moſt part, 
though it be controverted 
by ſome, I keep cloſe to 
probability, and give him 
the Character of a man, who 
was indeed inriched with a 
more then vulgar Soul, bur | 
whoſe body was not above | 
the Standar of Mortals, nor 
diſproportionate to that 
condition. 

For, in Truth, how cur- 
rant ſoever Fictons may 
paſs, yet can it not beal- 
lowed wifdome to compoſe 
fuch as only pleaſe and hu- 
mour extravagant and 1rre- 
gular fancies, but that predo- 

| minant 
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minant faculty of the Soul, F 
the judgement; ſhould limit 
them within the naturall 
bounds of Reaſon and Poſ- 
bbility ; And ſo Romances 
ſhould be no other then the 

" | faireſt PiCtures and juſt reſ- 

| ſemblances of Truth, from 
which it 1s as blameable to 
deviate, as toadd I inctures 

to the Roſe or Lilly, ſuch 

ads being onely an ugly and 

groſs paint, that inſtead of 
encreaſing their beauty, 

blurs them with deformi- 


ty. 
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The Preface. 

Put it may be Objefted. 
that | am my ſelf gailty of 
thoſe lapſes, 1 here condemn, 
and chide ſo much in others; 
{ance I have feined the adven- 
turers of ſo many per ſons, and 
principally Birinthea, never 
mentioned by any ancient Au- 
ther. | 


To this I Reply, that my 
deſigne, being not only to 
tranſcribe former Hiſtorians 
but to take 'my. riſe from 
thence for freſh inventions; 
I think them very pertinent 
and excuſable, ſo long as they 
are within the compaſs of 
pro- 


The Preface. 


probabillity, and are not 
found 1mpoſſibilities. In 
fine, 1t may ſuffice to tell 
you, that this is a Romance 
accommodated to Hiſtory, 
to whoſe 1ext I have added 
thoſe Auxiliary Embelliſh- 
ments rather to Illuſtrate, 
then Diſguiſe or Corrupt it. 
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Crna chem,the betads had nor 
® been fo ſoon ended : bur the Sun, 
: which contribures to the life of all 
By things, ſeemed to precipitate his 
conrle expreſly with the greater 
ſpeed (as if unwilling to be any longer a Wirneſs 
of the death of ſo many men) and reſfign'd it's 

Empire to the gloomy ſhades, thar during the 
obſcurity, they mighc be forced co a truce, the 
Combatantsz 


2 BIRINTHE A. 


Combatants looſing both the fight and know- 
ledge of their enemies. 

Never did Bellona exerciſe the fury of her 
Arms with more rage then in chis occaſion ; thir- 
ty thouſand of the Aſrians were lain, together 
with their King Labynetws; and all the remainder 
could do, wasto fly by the favour of the night, 
and ſteal themſelves away from the viftorious 
Perſians and Medes, who feemed to breath nothing 
that day but (laughter, and fought to triumph 
over the lives of Men, rather then over their li- 
berties. TheKing of Lydia perceiving likewiſe, 
that the Aſiyrian Troops had all forſaken the 
Camp, thought it vain with a feeble refiſtance to 
advencure the deſperate hazard of an utter de- 
feat and ruine 3 Wherefore giving command to 
al} his men to ſeek their (ſafety by a timely flight, 
ot all chat grand equipage which before attended 
11m, he only took eſpecial care to ſave ſome wo« 
men which were extreamly dear to him. 

On the morrow, at the firſt birch of day, Cyax= 
ares King of the Medes, and Cyrus his Nephew, 
were already preparing themſelves to aflaulrt the 
en2mies Camp, when preſently they found they 
had a pillage ro make rather then a fghe. ;No-' 
thing appeared to their fight, but the' hozrid” 
{pefracle of wounded, or dead bodies: and ſome 
whoſe dying groans eccho'd inthe Souldiers ears/ 
for pitty, called buta mercileſs hand to ſtrip him 
o {1s Cloaths and end his life the fooner, | 

[he fruits of this viftory reliſhed fo (weet to 
Cyoxares, that contenting himſelf with theſe firſt 
tavours kortune had beſtowed, he exhorted Cyrus 
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to taſte them in a quiet repoſe, and not hazard 
the looſing them in a ſecond adventure Bur, 
thar generous Prince, in the heat of that yourh- 
ful courage which made him hope for, and aſpire 
ro the Conquelt of all Afia, earneſtly. implored 
his permiſſion to perſue the encmy,to whom it was 
not ſafe to allow a breathing time,le|t they ſhould 
ſer choſe puifſanc Armies on foot again which 
were {o formidable for their numbers, and per- 
haps light on ſome advantage to tear thoſe Palms 
of Victory out of their hands again, which chey 
had newly gathered with ſo much ſwear and 
blood, He obtained in fine, the liberty to give 
them chaſe with thoſe Perfrans which he com- 
manded ; and ſuch Medians likewile as would go 
voluntarily, had free leave to aſſiſt him : thechief- 
eſt amongſt them very Nobly accompanied him 
in this expedition ; and he was advanced already 
very near the Enemy : when ſome Officers adver- 
tiſed him of the arrival of ſome Hzrcanian Em- 
baſſadoure, who ſaid they were come to treat 
with him concerning an affair of great impor- 
tance: Hecommanded they ſhould. be brought 
into his Preſence, and underſtood by cheir Cre- 
dential Letters, the defign their Prince had to 
quit the Aſſrians party, by whom he was wrong- 
ed, and to joyn with him. 

Cyrus, thar ke might not be {urprized by too 
much credulity, inform'd himſelf by chema of the 
poſture his Fnemies were in, and (ſeveral other 
particulars, which gave him the fuller aſſurance 
of their reality : after which he refuſed to take 
thoſe Hoſtages they profer'd ; and when _ 

5-2 Dren c 
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4 BIRINTHEA. | 
preſ{{'d him to retain them,he generouſly reply'd, 
that he needed them not, having power enough 
to puniſh their perfdiouſneſs, in cafc they ſhould 
deceive him; as he had alſo ſufficient means to 
reward their amity by a retribution of his own, 
which he promis'd them inviolably , if they 
provy*d faithful and conſtant. 

He had no ſooner concluded with the Hircant- 
ans, but he immediately placed ſomeof them in 
the front of his Army to ſerve for Guides, and ſo 
marched the whole night ; at the end of which, 
finding himſelf in {tight of the Enemy, he diſ- 
patched a Hrrcanian to his companions who were 
1n therear, to advertiſe them by a word of com» 
mand to rank themſelves betides the refit of their 
Party, which they ſpeedily performed with ac- 
clamations of joy, which much augmenced the 
tear and terrour of the 4ſſyrians, Cyrus no ſooner 
veheld che Hircanians in their due places,but that 
ne might lead them on to fight during that hear, 
and che Enemies confuſion, he aſſembled all his 
{uperiour Othcers, and after he had uſed ſome 
Pa rticuiar ceremonies towards his new confe- 
derates, he harangued afcer this manner, 


Near Companions, it were needleſi to advertiſe you, 
at preſent, that we muſt fight : As it is the cauſe that 
made you come from i yaxares with ſo much haſte and 
reſolution; fo : promiſe my ſelf, my companions, that 
2:71e here will refuſe the preſent occaſion, which now 
preſents its ſelf ſo fairlytous, Yea, T ſhould wrong you, 
ould 7 exhart you to that thing, for which you followed 
me 8th {o much cheerfulneſs, and which you have al- 

ready 
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realy begun with ſo good ſucceſR, This Battle fellow 
Souldiers, and worthy Officers, will be but the compleat. 
ing of that Crown,which the firſt vicory hath prepared : 
It might ſlip from us if we ſhould give ſo much reſfite to 
onr Enemies as to reſume their ſtrength and ſpirits; Ov 
if the fear which but now affrights them; ſhould be let 
alone till it turn'd into deſpair, Tet 40 {I not mend 
queſtion, but you would have as much ſucceſs, »r your have 
true valour, though thzy were in a poſture to reſift you 
more wigoronſly than now they can. But 1:0t to expoſe 
yon to the hazard of fortune, who refuſed them the ad- 
vantage of a viftory ſhe might have beſtowed on them ; 
and which they cannot now obtain, bnt by your anman{i- 
neſi, ' Let us ſhew dear Companions, that we have no 
oalour nor ſtrength now, which they ſhall xot be a full 
witneſſto aſſert is irYeſiſtable, And now that they are 
in diſorder, having atready loft the beſt part of their 
Army, with their King 3 And that the Hircanians the 
ſtouteſt of their friends are on our fide, Come on 
Friends, you ſhallconquer if you follow me, and by their 
firſt flight you may judge how unable they are to reſt 
You, 


Theſe words being pronounc'd with an extra- 
ordinary vehemency, the Officers and Souldiers 
returned to their own places; Cyr. drew the 
Hircanians up to the Front, and on each Wing 
two bodies of Horſe. He had not advanced far, 
but he was on the Enemies skirts, whilſt there 
was yet but light enough to diſcover them : ne- 
ver was Army more ſurprized with fear and dread 
than this of the 4ſJrians, at their approach. The 
weakneſs and diſorder they were reduce to by 
B 3 tliew 


© BIRINTHE 4- 
cheir firſt defeat, made them uncapable to ſuſtain 
the attaque of the Perſians and Medes, who charg- 
ed them with ſo much precipirtancy and metrle, 
that running here and there, allarmed they ſoon 
fell into a mighty confufionz ſome to, oppole, 
others to eſcape, bridled cheir Horſes, and the 
nimbleſt mounced and ſaved themſelves : ſome 
cook their Arms as their beſt ſecurity , others 
threw down theirs to fly with the Jeſs incum- 
brance. In fine, che greateſt parc of the Aſrians 
and their confederaces being (12in without any 
conſiderable oppoſition , this Vitory was only 
t1gnaliz'd by the illuftrious names of ſome of the 
dead : The King of Capadocie, and the King of 
Thrace were killed upon the place, with many 
other conſiderable perſons, both for their valour 
and qualities. In this ation the Hircanians gave 
infallible proofs of their fidelity and courage ; 
they were the firſt at the onſer, and laſt in the re- 
creat ; few ofche Enemies that had ſaved them- 
ſelves from Death, could eſcape from Caprivity ; 
moſt of them being made Priſoners, and thoſe 
few that fled,and drovethe richeſt of their booty 
x£fore them, were ſo cloſely perſued, that the 
Fiircanians returned laden with riches, and with 
- a great number of Chariots full of Women. Creſus 
was almoſt the only man whom they could not 
overtake, who having taken the advantage ofthe 
whole night before with all his party to ſhun the 
next dayes ſhock, retired, being winged with tear, 

out of their reach. | 

Amongſt che priſoners that were preſented to 
Cyr, Sybaris his Lieutenant Gencral,the choice 


of 
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of his friends, beſtowed upon him by the gods 
for a Companion in his fortunes, rook notice of 
one he knew, and inſtantly embraced him wich 
reſtimonies of (o particularan amity, that all che 
beholders were amazed: And Cyrus asking him 
whom chat was he did fo much careſle ; My Logd, 
replyed he, If this Prince were treated according 
to the merit of his valour and birth, you ſhould 
behold him rather with a Crown on his head, 
and Palms the trophies of Viftory in his hands, 
then in this preſent unhappinels of a Capcivicy, 
which nevertheleſs cannot but be glorious to him, 
finceit cannot but be an effeX of his courage. 

This Elogy which Sybaris m:de of his triend, 
render'd Cyr the more curious to know whom 
he was, and having heard his Name and place of 
birth, with che gallant deportment had been ta- 
ken notice of in the fighr, he approached him 
with all the civilities that were due to fo illuftri- 
ous a Captive ; and having difcourſed with him 
ſome crime, this Prifoner anſ{wer'd in fo bravea 
manner, that ir plainly appeared to him, thoſe 
praiſes which Sybar;s had ſpoken, were rather the 
reſtimonics of fiucere truthzthan of any yarticular 
affc&ion. 

Their Complements being e:.ded, Sybaris to 
whole care Cyr eſpecially recommended him, 
conduted him to his own Teat , where he was 
nobly received z and having given him for ſome 
time che liberty to repoſe himſelfalone ; the in- 
patience he wasin tolearn by what adventure he 
was drawn into that a&ion,made him return.and 
intreat him to relate the ſtory of his hfe, ever 
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imce he had Jefc him in Margians, Merame, who 
could not refuſe to unlock that ſecret to Sybary, 
with whom he had ſolong fince contrafted a real 
friend{hip, began in this manner, 


The Hiſtory of MERAmE. 


Can give youno particular reaſon of my un- 

happineſs, and the occaſion which brings me 
here, bur that alone, which as I beleeve, gene- 
rally cauſes the misfortune of all men, I mean 
Love. 

Ar thattime when you reſided in Margians, 1 
did not yet know the puiſlance of this deity, be- 
cauſe ] had not then felt his piercing darts; and 
1 way ſay, Ithen lived in content, though in the 
Court it may ſeem a thingnext to impoſlibility, 
amidſt the Monſters of Ambition, and Envy, 
whereof the one flatters with its delufive hopes, 
while it conſpires and plots our utter ruine 3 
the other bytes and knawes our hearts, becauſe 
that ſome are happier then our ſelves. I can 
aflure you, nevertheleſs, that I was not at all 
tainted with them, whether my blooming age 
were yet too green and innocent, or that I were 
reſerved to fome more rugged Fate. But fince 
that time, all thoſe dayes which other men have 
1njoy*d with ſome tranquillity, have been ſo m_y 
hours of misfortune to me ; Or if I have tafte 
ſome momentory intervals of happineſs, Ihave 
been (ure to pay for thoſe lictle plealures, at the 
dear rate of more continued ſufferings : but = 
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tranſported too much with the reſentment of 
my miſeries, as if it were my task only to make 
my moanes, forgetting that you defire to know 
what has hbapned ever fince our ſeparation, 
which that you may the more fully underſtand, 
it will be very neceſfary that I ſep back a little 
in my diſcourſe, and begin it farther off. 

You know that I was born 11. Margians of a fa- 
mily, which, being of the ſame blood of thoſe 
Princes that are the Soveraigns, is not a lictle 
conhderable in that Country : and behides. this 
advantage, the more then crdinary care of my 
Education was added, [| being the only child 
afrer twelve years marriage 'twixt my Father 
and Mocher. As ſoon as I had paſt my date of 
infancy, a learned man was fent for from Perſia 
tobe my Governor, and to inſtru me in thoſe 
Sciences which are very ordinary im your Coun- 
try, but ſomewhat rare in ours : He had the. 
charge toenrich and poliſh my mind with learn- 
ing and judgement, whilft another Maſter had 
the care to teach me fuch bodily exercifes as were 
fie for a perſon of my-quality, The great pains 
they both took in my behalf, was not ajtogerher 
fruitleſs, And I] may without vanity athrm,thar 
I profited much by their learned inftruftions : 
which induced Balden,' Our Prince who had a 
particular eſteeme for mee, to cblige my Father - 
tolert me be alwayes neer his Son Seriſra; and, 
as there are few at Court that refulefuch favours, 
it was accepted ofasa great honour, that I was 
choſen tobe a companion for the young Prince": 
and whether it werethe equality of our Age, or 

| che 
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che afliduous devoirs I rendred him, or only his 
fairand free inclination, I cannot tell, but he 
expreſd fo great and fond an amity, that he 
would hardly be an houre withour me: We paſſed 
our time in all kind of divertiſements : But one 
day, when Seriſra, being pofſefſed with a pro- 
found ſadneſs, would needs injoy himſelf, with- 
our the importunate throng of Courtiers which 
uſually beſezged him,we retired toa Caftle called 
Coupava belonging to my Father. In that vaſt 
folicude the Prince began to be acquainted with 
the nature of his Melancholly, and found that 
ſome new entertained thoughts which perpetu- 
ally invaded his mind, was the ſole cauſe of it 
and as he cheriſhed me with much cenderneſs, 
he would needs impart this diſquiet to mee,and 
did me the honour to reveale, that fince the late 
aſſembly and intercainment at the marriage of 
his Siſter, where all che Court Stars appeared. in 
their brighteſt glory, Themira was ſtil] preſent in 
his memory, that indeed he had beheld her with 
more admiration,and entertained her with much 
more contentthen any other : that ſince having 
ſeen her again accidencally, he had :not been 
ableto guard his heart from a: particularinclina- 
cion ir reſented for her beauty, nor could he part 
from her, bur with I know not what conſtraint, 
which filPd his boſome with diſquiet, whilſt he 
was abſent from her. 

We were both of us yet fo young, we could 
aot guels the name of this new breeding paſſion, 
Bur in a very ſhort time after experience fully 
caughtitus, The tort abode we made in one 
Caſtle 
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Caſtle augmented the Princes trouble, and gave 
birth tro mine, I'chanced to fee amongit che 
Captives that were in the Keepers cuſtody, a 
young Maid, whoſe handſome meen, and che 
Majeſtick features of her face invited me particu; 
larly co conſider all her aftions; the more] ftudi- 
ed her perſon, and demeanour, the more l found 
her rare, which cauſed me to bewail her conditi- 
on.From this compaſſion ſprung up the curiolicy, 
which made me enquire of her Mother of whar 
Country ſhe was,and the fad difafter chat brought 
her intoſlavery. All chat I could then learn was, 
that atthetaking of Si, ſhe fell into the hands 
of ſome of our Souldiers who had (old her to 
this Keeper, and that her conditfon delerved no 
regrets, finceit had never been much better than 
at preſent, I could not befatisfied with this ac- 
count, bur rather wiſht ſhe might have loſt many 
things of advantage and importance together 
with her liberty, that might have ſpoken her of a 
greater quality, though I could not have heard 
that neither withouc ſorrow; and bearing tothe 
Court, as well the remembrance of her miſery, as 
theImage of her beauty ; I conlidered them borh, 
a long time, only with afence of tenderneſs and 

indifferency. | 
In the mean time, Semſra at our return was 
fully acquainted, that what before we had been 
ignorant of, was called Love; and whatever 
other paſſion he cſteemed that trouble in his ſou], 
he found ic anſwer only to that Name; and in 
this knowledge he cagerly ſought che opportuni. 
ty to meet Themya; Bur the tuft time he DD 
he: 


”- 


I2 BIRINTHE 4. 


herpreſence his tongue was tyed up in an unufu- 
al ſilence, which pur him into ſuch a trouble, as 
never till then had befaln him, infomuch that he 
could not ſalute her without a ftammering impe. 
diment, and his ſudden change would have been 
eahly remark'd, if ſome Ladies had not put him 
upon the diſcourſe of his hunting,and thoſe other 
divertiſements, they imagined he had been to 
ſeek in the Country, He indeavoured afterwards 
in many other encounters to behave himſelf 
more confident)y in her preſence,and went fome- 
eimes prepared expreſly to entertain her in par- 
ticular, but immediately a ſudder inward difh- 
dence controuled his ſtrongeſt reſolutions,ſfo that 
in two months timeall he could do, was rather 
toexpreſs his grief apon his face, then proclaim 
it with his tongue, He often complained to me, 
that he knew not what reſpeCt hindred him from 
declaring himſelfopenly. In fine, conſumed in- 
wardly with a flame, he could not handfomely 
bring to light, he reſolved coextinguilh it abfo-» 
lutely, by not ſeeing her, knowing her preſence 
only nouriſhed that heat. Bur when the pleafant 
ſeaſon had invited his Miſtreſs ro retarn into che 
Country, nor being able toindure her abſence, 
whoſe only memory excited ſuch croubles in his 
breaſt, he asked me, if I would accompany him to 
Conpava, that Caſtle being not far diftant from 
Th:mira's : I told him it would be a very great 
honourto me, when ever he would vouchſafe to 
£O there, & to receive him in the beft manner chat 
could be; I ſent my Father notice of his dehign, 8& 
ewo dayes after we went, only with ſuch arten- 
dance 
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dance as might not coo much diſcover us. The 
whole journey he entertained' me with his 
Amours, and complained of the cruelty of his 
Fate, in that he fore-ſaw his Father would never 
condiſcend to it, though Themira ſhould fairly 
correſpond, which he likewiſe placed amongſt his 
doubrs: I mildely told him, he ought toatcempt 
all means and remedies before he yeilded to dif- 
pair. and that I could not believe 7hemira would 
refuſe the honour of his noble afte&tion,lhe having 
too great a ſtock of wit not to diſcern the infinite 
advantages might follow, provided ſhe could 
clearly penetrate his juſt and honeſt intentions. 
Ariving with the entertainment of theſe dif- 
courſes at Coupava, we were ſomewhat ſurprized 
finding Themira chere, who accompanied her Mo- 
ther that was come to vilit mine. Seniſra was 
extreamly joyful of that good fortune, bur it be- 
ing already late, the ſmall portion of chat dying 
evening pals'd in uſual Complements and civili- 
ties, The next morning all the Nobilicy and 
Gentry that inhabits near choſe parts come to 
pay their obedience to the Prince, and they al- 
ready talked of nothing but hunting to divert 
him : when having cold them, that he was de= 
firous to taſte the (weeter repoſe of that ſolitude, 
every one retir'd totheir dwellings, leaving him 
the free liberty to complear his deltgn. The firſt 
time weattempted to vilit Themira, was with my 
Mother, but their ceremonious reſpects, and che 
ſplended treatment chey made for him, hindred 
him from making known any thing of his paſſi- 
on, Thenext time we waited on her, he began 
to 
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to diſcover ſome ſparks of his great flame,though 
ſparingly ; an{my Mother and Themira's being 
retir'd, we remained alone with that beaury,who 
had the charge to perform the honour of the 
Houſe, and ſhew us all the rarities, of which 
Seniſra cook (o little notice, that although there 
were very many which deſerved a cu7ions ſnrvey; 
and mivchr have challenged our admiration, yet 
he could hardly be fo much the Maſter of his 
patience and reaſon, asto vouchſate to look on 
them. Themira whoquickly perceived his ſmall 
complaiſance, told him ſhe was extreamly ſorry 
there was nothing worthy his view 3 yer lhe 
wondered not ne took fo little delight therein, 
becauſe as it was unworthy of his nobler fancy, 
ſo it was an abuſe to his patience to ſtrive to enter- 
tain him any longer in that dull folicude,ic being 
eaſie to judge his more choice contentments 
{ſummoned him back again to Court. 

This complement wakened the Princes filence, 
which his ſoft paſſion had rocked intoa mufing 
{lumber, and obliged him to a reply, rather that 
he might not be thought incivi], then to ſhew 
himſelf amorous ; yet his paſſion favourably over- 
biafſed his will, and perſwaded him to ſhape his 
anſwer in theſe words. If, as you tell me beau- 
teous Themira, my farisfaftion were rather to bt 
ar the Court,than in this place,I cannot ſee what 


reaſon could oblige me to leave it; che intereſt 


which called me hither, be it what it will, muſt 
needs be moſt powerful ſtill detaining me here: 
but I know not what ſtrange enigmatical Fate 
mine 1s, that having ſo happily found what I ex- 

| preſly 
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5h | preſly came to ſeek, my melancholly is neverthe- 
ig || Iſs augmented, Truly reply'd ſhe, It amazes 
ho | me to think how it is poſſible you ſhould be trou- 
he | bled with coo much contentment, for | cannot 
ch | believe you came to ſeek out trouble. Alas ! Ma- 
re | dam; anſwered he, *Tis the nature of that charm 
y; | which poſſeſſes me, to find no more repoſe,amid 
et | my joyes,than my afflitions. 
is I ſhall wonder now no more, repiy'd ſhe, ſince 
on || it isa caule not to be found in nature ; You have 
z11 | reaſon, ſaid he, it is altogecher divine ; if it were 
ry | an ordinary thing I might withſtand it : bur with=- 
he | al Themira,if the Sun be nor guilty of their blind» 
in, | neſs, who too boldly expcſe their fight co his 
cy, | Þright rayes; if the Sea be not culpable of the 
er- | wracks of thoſe many veſſels which voluntarily 
ng || throw orlaunch themle]ves into its watery Emi- 
ats | pire, what .cauſe can I have to complain of that 
trouble which] have my ſelf courted and cheriſh- 
ce, | £d,withour the leaſt of its allowance? It belongs 
ng || to you, alone chen, reparted ſhe,to {eek the reme- 
hat | dy 3 but,faid he, my Cure, as well as my Malady 
ew depends on the ſame Subject; So that although [ 
alone have brought my ſelf into this ftraight, yer 
does not the remedy thereof refide within my felf. 
If it be fo, anſwered ſhe, then diſcloſe your grief, 
perhaps /cis nota thing inſeniible like the Sea, or 
Sun : True, faid Seriſra, yet reverthelefs it is 
$ more bright and reſplendent then the one, and 
more unbridled and cempeſtuous than the other 3 
Nin fine Themirs it is Love, Love ! But- 
he ftopt at that word, proceeding no further, and 
| be reſumy'd che ſpeech ſmiling, and ſaying : oy 
what 
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what Sir 2 Goe on I befeech you yet, I muſt 
condemn my own curiofity, fince it may well 
ſuffice me to know,that ifthisplace does not con- 
cribute any thing to your delights, no more 
does it adde to your Melancholly. Ir is true, 
anſwer d he, ſomewhat croubled, the place of it 
ſelf would be indeed very indifferent to me, if it 
did nort.contain ſomewhat that might be the 
blefſed fubje& of my joy, as it is now of my 
griefe. 

The Prince finding himſelf in fo fair a path; 
endeavour'd to expound his thoughts more in- 
relligibly 3; and let her know all this diſcourſe 
poinred at her : But ſhe having a very ready wit, 
ſharpe judgement, and preſent memory, ever 
rurned the fence of his{peech another way : and 
whether ſhe feigned that ſhe did not rightly un- 
derſtand him, or really believed he only ſpoke 
this out of Gallantry and complaiſance, ſhe 
ſo handſomely warded all his complements, thar 
when we were returned to the Caftle, having ex- 
amined all her behaviour, we could not fathome 
any thing of her deſign, orlay hold of the leaſt 
fillable that might ſeen to ſound favourably cn 
the Princes behalf. 

But, not todetain you any longer by this reci- 
ral ofa Hiſtory,of which I ſhall mention nothing, 
which does not ſome way concerned me, you 
muſt know, in fine Sybarrs, that Seniſraat another 
time, inade an ample declaration of his affe&ion 
for Themira, who yeilded not immediately; That 
fair | ady rebfſted forfome time, till ſhe found his 


ove was as real} and honeſt, as it appeared vio- 
lenc 
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lefie ; afrerward ſhe conſented to enertain his 
noble affeftion with all the mutual corce/pon- 
dency: that honour would allow of, But for my 
own part, that paſſion, that made me {gh for the 
captivity ofthe fair {lave, inſpired me by dezrees 
with a defign to lighten her tufferings. To +!1s 
etfe&, I defired the Keeper to treat herleſ(s rude- 
lythen the reft, and not dare to put her to any 
unhandſome or fervile labour, and co make the 
fellow the more ob(ervant,I cau'”d an old woman 
who had been my nurſe, to cell him,chat my Mo» 
ther had an intent t6 rake her to herſelf. 

During my refidence chere. [ delighted much 
to be in the Hall, where ſhe was often working 
with many others, The pleifure I took in be- 
holding her, made me inſenfibly waſte much 
time there, whereof Seaiſra many riimes asked me 
the reaſon which ſha+:e obliged me to conceal : 
Though I had often told him, how much the 
beauty and modeſt graceininels- Gf this Cape 
tive ſurpaſſed the reſt of them. Themira return- 
ing ro the Court drew us with her, for my pirt, 
| left not Coupava, but with much repngnance, 
and before 1 went, I would needs be acquainred 
with the fair Captives name, and learnt char ſhe 
was called Vneria. At that word Merame, inter- 
rupted his diſcourſe, caſting his eyes up towards 
Heaven,after he had ſer ewo or three deep (t17hes 
at liberty, and then again went on with his re- 
lation. That ſweer name came as often into my 
month, as herfair Ideainto wy mind. | often 
retyr'd into my (elf to forme itthe more lively, 
and when my imagination had done 11's u:molt, 
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| entertain'd my (elf with theſe ſoft whiſpers, all 
that I cau imagine of beauriful and perfeR, is 
Uneria ; but what? Uneria is a Captive, this re- 
Hexion broughe no lels (orrow, then the bright- 
nets of her image brought content. 

A while after my recurne co Court, I was in» 
formed that a {lave belonging to the keeper of 
Conpave, was come to the City to provide things 
necellary for his Marriage with Uneria, I was 
more ſurprized at this novel, then I ſhould have 
been ata thunder-clap, and as if I had already 
declared my (elf for her, Irefolv'd ablolurely to 
oppoſe this march , and not conjidering any fur- 
cher what could intereſs me fo powerfully, I 
itole from the Court oreedily, and being wing'd 
with loveand anger, rode all thatnighrt towards 
Coupava, I was Infinicely aſtoniſhed, at my arri- 
val che nexr morning, to find the Caſtle empty 
of all its mhabicants, and my aſtoniſhment (weld 
to deſpair. When it was told me, that all the 
p:ople were in the Temple, aſhiſting at the Ceres 
monies of Vncria's Marriage. I was alighted from 
my horte, but, as ifithad been a long journey 
rhither, leaping into the {:ddle again, I prefled 
im forward with the greateſt ipeed, towards 
the Templc, where being haſtily entred, 1 faw che 
atfembly neer an Altar laden wich vitims, and 
one of the Prielts of the god of Marriage, claſping 
the handsof the intended husvand and Uneria's 
together. | knew not whether the ceremony 
were aiready comp leated, for the fear] had con» 
traced hindred me from minding that inquiry 3 
but perceiving the Bride melting in tears, l _— 
needs 
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needs know the reafon, and it was told me, thac 
it was impoſſible to perſwade her to a conſent to 
accept of him, {he not giving any other anſwer, 
then fighs and tears : and as I] would have asked 
her che cauſe, the fell down ar my feet, and fold- 
ing her ſuppliant arms about my knecs : Ah! 
my Lord, cry'd ſhe, prote& me againſt a Tyran- 
ny, from which neicher the SanQity of chisplace, 


nor the Deity that is adored could defend me : 


I know the condition of my Captivity obliges me 
co receive what Spouſe 1s alotted me, npor fair 
terms 3 but I] do not believe they can conſtrain 
me to take an infamons vilain, whom my Keeper 
hath hired to this purpoſe, that thereby he may 
compleat his own ugly deligns, deſiring co gain 
the ſame power over my unſtained Chaſtity, as he 
hath over my Liberty. The Deity's are Wirneſs 
of the truths Iccil you 3 and ! hope forthat pro» 
te&ion from your goodnefs, and authority,which 
I now conjure you not to refuſe to perſecuted in- 
nocency. 

If thoſe words in that monrnful accent ſhe pro- 
nounced them, were capable to move the moſt 
indifferent Spe&ators, who now began to plead 
for her, I leave you to judge what deep imprefſt- 
onsthey madein me; and whether ſhe had need 
vfſuch powerful Advocates as her eloquent tears 


. to implore a mercy , which I had a more eager 


defireto grant, then ſhe could have to beg for: I 
raiſed her inſtantly up, and celling her the ſub- 
je& ofher ſorrow and complaint was too juſt not 
to beallowed of; | cauſed the Ceremony to be 


abruptly broken off, after | had highly menaced 
( 2 the 
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the Keeper, if ever he gave UVreria theleat cauſe 
to complain hereatter; aud purring her into.his 
\Vives cv{to.iy, rold her, ſhe ſhould give me a (e- 
veteaccount of her, Then my devoirs which 
ca)ied me again to Court, forced me with infinite 
regrets toleave "oupava, and 1 got home again 
thenext mc rnifng tat the i. might not examine 
ay euels he cauſe of my abſence and 1ourney, 

P.ut beforel parted, ] received th nks from Une- 
ria's Mother, for the inettimable favour 1 had 
rendred her danghrer, and promiſed her to con- 
tinue my Prore&tion and beſt ſervice as long. as 
everthey ſhould remain within the Precin&s of 
our juritd:on. 

When 1 came to my Mothers preſence, I related 
all rh1s oy to her, but in ſuch a dille: mbling 
manner, that ſhe could nor perceive the leaft in- 
rerelt | had, or that 1 harboured any other 
thoughts, but only ofequity and charity ; which 
nevercheleſs moved her to remove them from 
that lewd felijow, as indeed ihe ſoon after d1d. 
And when my Morher took Unerza into her 
houſe, I received and entertained her in my bo- 
ſome and heart ent;rely,and Love (001 made me 

now he was my Soveraign Maſter, 

You may have perhaps learned whilft you were 
" in our Country, chat we have a natural antipa- 
thy againſt che Scythians, who are indeed born our 
Enemies : betides the frequent quarrels betwixt 
Princes for cheir intereſt foments that imbred 
hate; fo that 1f weſomerimes pur up our Swords, 
it was but rounſheath them with the more fury 
atterwards:; Ic ſeemed, however,that at this _ 
Tnere 
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there was a molt firm Peace eſtabliſhed ; yer, as it 
is. mpoſflible_ long to (mocher the flames of a na- 
tural fewd and. antient animotity, lo che frontire 
Garriſons of either Nation began from ſome pare 
ticular differences becwixc their reſpe&ive inha- 
bitants to blow the covered (paiks mto an open 
fire of contention and War, which having » een 
cheriſhed and ſupplied with fewel jrom either 
party. laſtseyen to this day, 

Balden our Prince, knowing the mighty pre- 
paration the Scythians made againſt him, finding 
himſelt alone too weak to relitt thoſe formidable 
numbers of men which they do ordinarily amaſs 
together, ſent Ambaſladours to the Prince of 
Sogdiana, to put a period toali their own private 
differences, and ſecure their States by a timely 
union and conjundion of their, Forces, which 
might defend chem againſt the common Enem1 , 
ta whom their former unhappy diflentions bad 
given many great advantages, Which they had 
found to their (ad prejudice, 1 he Sogdian Prince 
opened both his arms and heart to welcome this 
propoſition; and totye up their amity withthe 
moſt indiſoluble bands, he profered his daughter, 
a beautiful and vertuous Prince(s ro Seniſra for a 
Wife ; So that our Ambaſſadours prolpering in 
their negotiation above their hopes, laden with 
Preſents, returned with th: fe perſons whom the 
Sogdian Prince fent tg ſee the Articles of Peace 
ratisfied, which we eſteemed very advantagions, 
and particularly for the profere.\ Match berwixc 
their Princeſs and brave Seniſra, Fur he, who 
expe&ed no other but the publick intereRt in this 
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agreement, was much aſtoniſhed that they had 
engaged himin a bufknefs chat concerned him (a 
particularly, without ever communicating it un- 
to him: and finding himſelf driven to this great 
ſtraight, either of reſolving to loofe Themzra, or 
renounce this Match ; he did me the honour to 
ask me what courſe he ſhould take for the efta« 
bliſhment of his repoſe and fatisfaftion; bur I 
was nor in a capacity to givehim any ſolid coun» 
ſel at that cime, having my own heart burdened 
with as great a freight of trouble, The day pre- 
ceeding, one of my Uncles came ro viſit me, and 
having led me into the Palace Garden; after a 
ſhort preface, which promiſed me the higheſt fe- 
licity 1 could with for in the world, he cold me 
that Baldex had fo particular an amity or affe&i- 
on for me, that he would needs have me find out 
a Miſtreſs for my ſelf, chat ſo we might be ſharers 
in the bleſſings of his Sons criumph and ſfolem- 
nize our Nuptials on the ſame day. And if for 
that end, 1 had any inclination at Court which 
were ſuitable tro my qualicy,l might freely dectare 
it, that they might uſe their endeavours and care 
to ſatisfie baldens commands and my defires. I 
was not readily furniſhed with anv other anſwer, 
but only that I had hitherto beheld the Ladies at 
the Court with too much indifferency to have 
any particular inclination,and that if they would 
allow me time, I was yet young enough to paſs 
ſome years thus ſingle, and it would not be too 
late heceafter to think of ſuch a weighty buſineſs; 
Think of it then on your part, faid he, and we 
will conſider of ir on ours, and ſoleftme, Tum 
words 
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words filled me with more diſpleaſure, then he 
had flattered me before with hopes. Amidft the 
ſtrange diſorders it caufed in me when | was by 
my ſelf;I nicely examined all chat he had ſpoken, 
and refle&ing on the Ladies of my acquaintance, 
Uneria only came to my thoughts with pleaſure, 
ſhe only inſpired me with (entiments of Love,and 
did ſeem to me molt worthy of aff: &:on 

Wirth. theſe thoughts 1 was carried, where | 
might behold her to conficm m» ſelf in thi- truch, 
and I] was by her preſence forrified in the high 
opinion I had conceived that my elteem was very 
rational, and that there was nonecould deſerve 
ſo truely to be cheriſhed and prefered. In fine, 
I reſolved with my ſelf to give no fatisfaftion to 
my Uncle in what he had propoſed, nor tolend 
any mote an ear to ſich diſcourſes; and ſo far 
was1 from making any particular addrels to the 
Ladies at Court, that I lefc off that freedom and 
familiarity ] had otherwhile pra&ifed amongſit 
them; I wasever of a more ſullen humour, and 
avoided even the converſation of thoſe with 
whom I had moſt intimacy. 

This change of behavipur was ſoon taken no- 
tice of at Court, where molt men are rather apt 
co pry into others aftions, than ro regulate their 
own: every oneadmired at me, eſpecially know- 
ing it waSputto my choice to ele any the | could 
beit fancy, My deareſt friends were hugely con- 
cernedat my black melancholly, and could not 
poſſible imagine chat to be ghe cauſe of my afil1- 
ion, which they judged rather might be a juit 


reaſon to make me rejoyce, bur my diſpleaſure 
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44s Witly concealed from them all. Sexifya 
{4 whom [| uncaſed my 
I::V'iatS Util, LTC UTIU THREE (ently tormented ay 
my felt: for having hved hitherto very well (a- 
tizned jn his «fi-Qtion, he was now fallen into 
difpair, becauſe (11s dearctt Themira, when heJaft 
vent co viſt 1, had nothing but reproaches for 
Is infhdelity m her diſcoute, wherewith to en- 
cercan him, inſle .d of thole delightful amorous 
accents the was uſed to ſooth his paſſionate ſoul 
withalac former meetings : And, indeed, in the 
hor tics of bis reſencments he would often ſay, 
Woulu to God Meram: we were yer both of us free 
from this Tyranny of Love : you would not then 
have a Miitrels chat 1s a Captive, nor I a SubjeQ, 
wiote hauglitinefs or cruelty tramples on my 
aſtc&ion and ſubmiſſions ; *tis thoſe alone that 
thus Civert both your devoir and mine from 
running in the due channel of filial obedience, 
we O07 to our Parents; but your condition 1s 
happier yet then mine, you have not yet been 
treated uinhandſomely, or at leaſt unkindly by 
Tnrria, 0% | have by Themira ; For having lately 
Lnderkood my Fathers Will touching my Mar- 
riage Wituthe Sogdianian Princeſs; 1 was ſoin- 
finitely iurprized, that conſidering how much it 
rraveriea my Love and deſign for Themira,l durſt 
not attempt towifit her for three or four dayes, 
not deficing to acquaint her with ir, till I had 
tound ſome way whereby to affure her that my 
ndelicy was unalcerable ; atlaft, amidſt that hur- 
ry and diftraftion which had beſet me, not being 
able to lay ho!4 on any other ſupport but my 
OWn 
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own reſolved conſtancy, the only pillar I could 
reſt my hopes on, I went co ſee her. But, Q gods, 
what a change did I meet with from her ; Shere- 
ceived me as her Princes Son, not as her fond La- 
ver. I found her ina temper of ſuch cold civi- 
lity,.as made my blood turn even to lce. This 
ſurprize and aftoniſhment, inſtead cf proving my 
rrue innocency, appeared to her diſtruſtful eyes, 
as if it had been the face of guiltineſs, which made 
her anger ſucceed in theſe harſh words, which 
ſhe utter'd in a diſcompoled tone, Your vilage, 
Seniſra, betrayes your intentions, it's alteration 
and;often ſhifted colour ſpeaks your perfidiouſ- 
neſs 3 nor can your conſcience which writes its 
ſe]Jf uppn your changing Countenance, ſuffer 
your deluſions to be hid any longer, which to 
perſiſt in werea weakneſs unworthy of any flave, 
much leſs a Prince. Eut what then ? I have been 
as highly preſumprcuous in my eafie faith, as you 
are reproveable for your hypocriſte : had I nicver 
confidered you as my Lover, buc beheld you al- 
wayes as my Prince, I ſhould have no juſt cauſe co 
wonder, as I donow,in vain, that your heart can 
adore and pay the full cribuce of affeftion and 
veneration to this ſtranger Princeſs ; yer have l 
reaſon for complaint however, that you forſake 
Themira, after you have fo ſolemnly engaged 
your faith to her ; Burt this is ſome conſolation 
and retribution, that I can ftrive to correſpond 
with you in every particular ; and it ſhall ſufhce 
me, thatyou cannot but know, it is the noble 
beart and vertuous diſpoſition rather makes a 
Gentleman a Prince, then his Birth or empty Tt: 
| tle; 
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tle; whoſe blood if tainted, and whoſe 'fpirit if 
degenerate, tambles kim beneath the meaneft of 
his Subjeds in the records of Fame and Honour. 
I would have an{wered her, but that cruell and 
un juſt Lay ftopt her car againſt all my ſpeeches, 
by which 1 might have wiped away the aſperſion 
of ingraticude ſhe ſtuck upon me; and then ſud. 
denly quitred me in a place, where I could neicher 
conveniently follow her, nor be moan my ſelf. 
The Prince entertained me with this his mis- 
fortunc, when Balden his Father encred into his 
Chamber, and fſpake thus co me, well Merame, 
what preparations doe you make againſt Sexiſra's 
wedding ? you are ſad me-thinks, may it not be, 
thac having a long cime aſſociated wich him, as 
his moſt fairhful compagnion,and ſeeing him now 
provided of a Miftris, and your (elf withour any, 
you mourn your ſolitary condition, Bat if (o,or 
not, I doe not intend that you ſhould only be an 
idle affiſtant atthe ceremony ; but rather help to 
make up one of the (weeceſft parts in the full har- 
mony of joy and pleaſure, Come follow me, he 
went forth as he ſpake cheſe laft words, and lead 
us to his wives Chamber, where catching me by 
one hand, and taking Geroſe the Daughter of his 
Favorite Hylebas by the other, I doe not behieve 
ſaid he, thac you have any obje@ron«s ro make a- 
gainſt my defign, and your Parents conſent ; The 
choice could not be more equal rhen by this 
match, norcan you, according to the opinion of 
everyone ; live happier then together : may the 
gods bleſs you with as much felicity as your 
hearts can wiſh, 
Neither 
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Neicher of us made any other reply, but a pro- 
found obeyſante, and ] was very glad che many 
complements \we received from thoſe that 
were preſent exempted me from thoſe ] ſhould 
have been obliged to make in particular £o Geroſe, 
on Whom im common civility I was obliged to 
waite upon to her own lodging, where I quitted 
hercoldly. Being returned to my own apart- 
ment, and freed from the importunity of thoſe 
thac did exaltand bleſs my good fortune, I ſhut 
my ſelf up within my Chamber; where, what | 
either thought or ſaid, during ny firſt craaſporrs 
in that Melancholly Cell, were too tedious to 
relate. My reſolutions, in fine, made me de- 
cree to givea cleer diſcovery of my palhon to 
Vneria, and profer her Marriage if ſhe could but 
conſent to love me, as | did her fair (elf, | left my 
chamber with chis intent co ſeek her out, and 
though the night were very much advanced, 
and moſt perſons retired to their repoſe, I deſ- 
cended into the Garden by a back way, and 
ſoftly ſtealing along the wall coa place cloſe by 
Uneria's chamber, whoſe windows gave them the 
full proſpe& of a long alley. I there made a 
ſtand, hoping at leaſt to have the blefling of be- 
ing neer her perſon. What can you think, in 
fine, Syberis if the effe&s of my paſſion ? Though 
the nightwere muffled up in its thickeſt clouds, 
yet Ipryed every where hoping to meet the fa» 
vourof ſome {mall beam-of light, whereby to dif- 
cover her; and hearing a voice. I liſtned attens 
tively and underſtood it was her Mother, who 
was thus diſcouriing toher. Ithought, Daugh- 


ter, that Fate had no more wayes lefc to afflict 
us 3 
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us; and that wewere arrivedat the laſt Stage of 
all our miſeries ; But IT perceive cruell Fortune 
is not yet glutted with our ſufferings. He that 
had declar'd himſelf thy Prote@or, is become 
thy enemy, andit he eſpouſe (as 'tis to be feared ) 
the Fathers quarrel, with the daughters perſon, 
we muſt reſolve to periſh, Wherefore, replyed, 
Uneria? If you have been but as religiouſly ſecrer 
as my ſelf, we have nothing to fear. Ah my 
deareſt Daughter, anſwer'd the Mother, thoſe 
two families being united together by that ftrif& 
alliance, thou canſt no longer hide a face, whoſe 
features, though truly innocent, are too too 
dangerous for thy ſafety. Mother reparted ſhe, we 
muſk commit all ro the goodneſs of the deities, 
who have preſerved us hitherto. We muſt not 
pry into the book of deſtiny, the CharaGers are 
not legible to Mortals, and we find every day, 
that what befais us, is contrary to what weeither 
feared or guefled. Let us live, in the mean time, 
in hope ; and fince ourarms are too ſhort to un- 
ty this marriage knot, thoſe knots, its ſaid, being 
all made faſt in heaven, we will rcſerve our com- 
plaints, ific muſt be ſo, till we ly under the Evil 
that ſhall fall on us, Her Mother, could not bar 
her tears from falling at this diſcourſe,and reach- 
ing to embrace her, as | perceiv'd by a faint light, 
lhe ſaid, Ah worthy Daughter, no, I cannot be- 
leeve, that heaven has given thee ſuch a full 
{rock of vertue and courage, to let thee continue 
long in this condition. 
They ſaid ſomething more afterwards, but 
whiſpered itſo ſoftly, ic did not reach my eare 
perfeRly: 
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perfeftly : then ſuddenly after they were wholly 
filenrc, Yet] remained fix*d in the ſame place, 


with a moſt greedy attention till day break, 
and then fearing difcovery 1] return'd to m 
Chamber : Being thrown upon my bed, I refle&- 
ed on their whole difcourle a thouland times, 
without being able cocomprehend or fathom the 
depth of ic. Whart, ſaid |, (hall | darebelieveſhe 
ſpoke of me ? and may | flatter my ſeit with this 
vanity to have had the rareſt jewel of nature in 
my prote&ion ? No, no, theſe words were meant 
of ſome otherzit being impoſſible bur that I ſhould 
love her alwayes tenderly,ſo that if her Proteftor 
is become her Enemy, they cannot be addrefled 
tome. Nevertheleſs, I am he, into whole fortu= 
nate arms ſhe caſt her bleſſed (elt at Coupavaz and 
lam allo commanded tv marry Geroſe : But, 
whag 1s that particular intereſt chac makes her 
apprehend chis alliance ſo much ? Thus was I 
weather-beaten ”ewixt theſe ſeveral trouvlefome 
fears and doubts, when ſoft {lumber, cauſed by 
my over-long watching, and deep penſivenels, 
ſtole unawares upon me, and madea happy truce 
in, my minde for ſome tew hours, 

"Tis, ſaid Sybary, the only ching that is not an 
enemy to us, all nature elte ceclares ir ſelfagainſt 
the unhappy lover, when {leep as a courteous 
friend many times renders him concented with a 
pleating dream, which awake, the whole world 
denies him ; Bur, alas ! *tis too imaginary and 
ſhore liv'd a joy, to recompence thoſe daily mi- 
leries. 

It grew ſomewhat late, per.uw'd Merame, and 1 

Was 
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was yet bound faſt in the ealie chains of ſleep, 
when my Father commanded ſome to call me, 
that I might prepare my ſelfto receive Hylebas tos 
gerher with his Wife and Daughter whom he had 
invited ro dinner. I had ſcarce the time to flip 
on 'my cloaths, when ſome of the company ar- 
rived, and the pretended Miſtreſs wich them, 
whom | received with the greateſt civility and the 
lealt afte&ion imaginable. I was forc'd, however, 
to wear out that day in difſimulation, nay, and 
many more belides : whilſt the frequent bluſhes 
that invade.| my cheeks, ſent thither from my 
heart as the Meſſengers of its trouble and per- 
plexit;, though imputed ro my juvenile modeſty, 
opportunely concealed the indignation, and dif- 
dain which a paler face would have told chem, 
filled my breaſt againſt all Love for her. 

Many dayes {lipt thus away ere Icould havea 
happy tyde of opportunity to entertain Vnerie in 
particularz and I took notice that fince Hylebs 
frequented onr houſe, ſhe endeavoured to keep 
out of our preſence and Society. The impatience 
| wasin to ſpeak with her, taught me co ſend her 
Mother word by a ſervant of whoſe fidelity I bad 
many proofs, that I had ſomewhat tocommuni- 
cate tp her; this Meſſage allarmed her, and 
brought her quickly to me, ſomewhar affrighted, 
where | waited for her, with a no leſs troubled 
ſpirit; but her aftoniſhment grew above both our 
| fears, when I enquired for what cauſe ſhe and her 
daughter were of late fo cloſely confin'd, and 
ſeemed co be the only two in the whole Family, 
that expreſsd no ſigns of joy for the hopes of my 
ſudden 
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ſudden Marriage, with Geroſe > That,for my part, 
I] would conrinue to be ftill che ſame I had pro- 
mis'd them to be ; and if any diſcontent were the 
juſt cauſe of their reciremenc, I would engage to 
procure them all che ſatisfaCtion it was poſllible for 
me to make them. | had before decreed co break 
the ice altogether,and acquaint her further; bur, 
then, had not the power to pronounce the blefled 
name of U#eria, fo that withour any faller dif- 
covery, [| left her, after {be had anſwered me, that 
they had received many favours 1n cur houſe as 
great as numerous, and that if they had been (o 
unhappy as not co atcend for ſome dayes paſt, the 
ſervice of the Family, and their juſt devoirs, her 
Daughters indiſpokition was the ſole and una» 
voidable cauſe of it, I was vext that 1 had not 
abſolutely diſcloſed my intention, and fearing 
leaſt what] had told her, might redouble her ſuſ- 
pition, as ſon as ſhe had left me, 1 approached 
their window to hear what report ſhe would make 
to Vneria, to whom ſhe ſadly ſpake in this man= 
ner, Well, Uneria, had I not reaſon to fear the 
hniſter advencure I conje&uc'd, 'and couldſt thou 
think the gods would have indued thee with ſo 
much conſtancy, and generoſity, but that they 
knew thou ſhouldſt one day ſtand in need of it ? 
Merame would never have ſpoken of his alliance 
with that Family, in ſuch a manner, if he had 
not known the certain reaſon why weevaded the 
fatal preſence of Hylebas ſo carefully. 1f Heavens 
indulgent goodneſs had bnt at leaſt preſerved 
Soixa , perhaps he might have found out fowe 
happy Stratagem, whereby to have egy us 
rom 
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from this Captivity. Tis ih vain, ſaid Unerig, 
ro contend againſt Fortune, whatever doome the 
deities have pronounced is no le(s juft the irre- 
vocable ; we mult (ubmit without relu&ancyz 
and then we ſhall have this confolation arthe 
leaſt, thar although our ſorrows hike a ſtrong ner 
entangles us on every hde, without any hopes 
of releaſe, yer we doe luffer innocently, The 
event will declarethe will of heaven more clear- 
ly, and fince there is no griefe ſo bitter, which 
the leaſt bleſſing from above- cannot turne into 
joy ani{ happineſs, ler us not difpaire,our woun- 
ded ſpirits may yet be cured ? and for Merame 
I efteeme him too brave and generous to lend a 
hand or heart to the unworthy dehigns of his 
Father in Law. 

I would ftay no longer there, but thought m 
ſelf ſuthciently inforn''d wheron to ground a Fd 
ler inquiry afterwards,and it I were hitherto very 
indifterenc to Geroſe, this inſpired me with a 
mortall averfion for her, as being conſtrained to 
a&@ the feigned part of a Lover towards her, who 
was the daughter of my VUner:a's capitall enemy. 
This neceſſity of diflembling to her did fo dif- 
pleaſe me, that [ fell lick of a moſt violent Fea- 
ver. Which kept me priſoner fifteen days toge- 
ther, during which time, the beſt meanes to- 
wards my recovery, was the comfort of Geroſe's 
abſence, and the pleaſing remembrance of the 
beauriful Uzeria , whoſe intereſts became ex- 
tiemely dearto me. One day as | walked in the 
Garden, undera pretence of taking the freſh ayr 
co perfett my dawning health, but indeed to 
have 
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have tze opportunity to ſpeak to Tyer/a and het 
Mocher., I ſept aſide, and ſtole inco thety 
Chamber, when there were none, bur them- 
ſelves 3 and finding them ſurpriz'd, doe not ap- 
prehend my preſence ſaid I co them, you have a 
ſecond Soixa mn my perſon, and engage, out of 
a true affection only, to render you all che fervi- 
ces that he conld poſſibly pay you : Tet nor the 
alliance wich Hylebxs diſturb you , it it oppole 
your intereſt, it does no leſs ch,ware my mclina- 
tion, and if the unparralelPd Uneria vouchſete 
but to accept my faith and hearty fervice, and 
aoe no longer make the cauſe of her misfortunes 
aſecret to me, 1 hope I (hall not be uncapable to 
procure her happineſs. 

They were both ſo ſurpriz'd with this propo- 
fition and requeſt, chat chey could not for the 
preſent.contrive any anſwer, ſo that renewing 
my difcourſe and courtſhip, 1s it your diftdence, 
or wonderat the unexpeted novelty of what Ite)l 
you, that makes you wrap up your mindes 111 
filence? Ah Uneria,if you ſufpe&t my ſentiments, 
doe but examine the heart that conceived them, 
It is in your poſſeſſion, and you fhall evidenc'y 
find it contains nothing bur affeftion for you, 
The Mother would have caſt her ſelf down ar my 
feet to have anſwer'd, but having prevented it, 
ſhe ſaid, we never doubted Sir, of your moe 
then ordinary generoſity, ve have already 
found the benehics of it, in many happy rrialls, 
but yout may bepleaſed nop' to wonder, if having 
falen already into ſo many unexpeRed ſnarer, 
wefeared that which menaced 1s fo evidently. 
And 


24 BIRINTHE 4. 


And fince you have ſo much curioſity and noble 
care, as CO enquire the reaſons, I will reveale 
ſuch chings, which if made known to any other, 
bur your worthy ſelf, might hazard our very 
lives : Fait | doe gladly find, that heaven has 
placed us under your proteAion, asthe Tucelary 
Angelot a fam:ly broken and ruin'd by Hylebas, 
of whom, as 1 beleeve and have too many reaſons 
to fear, we are at preſent the only ſad remain- 
ders | 
Sina is the place of our birth, Vera had the 
Prince of that great City for her Father, and [ 
for my brochec ; It you have ever heard by what 
accident ic fell under your Princes power, you 
may know, that the Army which beſeiged it was 
commanded by Hylebas, who for his private 111» 
tereſt, and to revenge (ome correHions for his 
youthful infolencies, engaged Balder in that war. 
He had formerly madea voyage into Perſia, to 
learn in their famous Academies thoſe vertues 
which he never put in praftiſe. Ar his recurn, 
he made ſome ſtay in our City, where his con- 
diction being known, he was very civilly treated 
in all companies, As then he was but youug, and 
truly more compleat in garb and perſon then in 
judgment or wit 3 for manners obliging him to 
waite upon the Prince D:zman, and his wife May« 
rem, he inſtantly tranſgrefſe4 in thar reſpe& 
rhar was duetothem both, As ſoon as he be- 
held that Lady, whoſe rare perfe&ions had gain- 
ed this general acknowledgment thorow all Aſia, 
thar narure had never bronghe forth ſogreat a 
miracle there, as ſhe was, he was inflamed to- 
wards 
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wards her, but with (o impure a heat, as that 
glorious Planet had neverproduc'd inany ſoul, 
but his. For the Majeſty of her adored face, had 
ever imprinted and inſpir'd as much reſpe&and 
reneration as love; only the hearc of Hylebas was 
ſuſceptible of chat unlawful wild-fire; and he 
brute man, had fo mnch preſumprion, as to be- 
leeve whatever he undertook in that deitgn 
would proſper as he wiſht ir. This made him a« 
bide there longer then he incended,during which 
time, he diſplaid all his wit and gallantry, which 
nevertheleſs was no better received oreſteemed 
then at che higheſt rate of pride and folly, Per- 
ceiving, in the end, that his confidence had de- 
laded him, and that Meyrezthad fo feverea vers 
tue, as would not ſtoop or give indeed the leaft 
audience, to his defires and paflion 3 to atcain 
his pernicious deſign, he reſolved totake in the 
aiftance of inchantments co allure or quel]- that 
yertuous Lady's heart, as fwl of honour as his 
was of luſt, i 
As thete are many in that Country who make 

a particular profeſſion of Magick, it was eaſy for 
him to come to the knowledge of an old woman, 
who was reputed to be very $kilful in that Art 
to whom he diſcover'd his black ſoul, that ſhe 
might the better tuit her black experiments to it : 
and thatſorcereſs having, in fine, promis'd him 
theeffe&ing of what he (6 greedily defired, vy 
her witchcrafc, he thought to ſeal up her lips 
with a gold fignet which he beſtow'd upon her : 
bur his profuhton by which he thought 10 conceal 
his plor, was that which broughr it firſt to diſco- 
D a very ; 
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very : For this o!d covetous witch imagined,that 
ifſo much were given to hide a ſecret, others 
would be as liberal if ſhereveal'd it : and conſfi- 
dering with her (elf, that what ſhe had already in 
zofſeſſtion was her own and could nor be retir'd, 
it would be both more ſafeand profitable now to 
vain a new Fee by deteCing him, and ſaving her 
(elf fro.n danger, into which pcſlibly the per- 
tyrmance of what ſhe had then undertaken might 
let her fall. She haiined cherefore to a publick 
Magiſtrate of che City, and informed him that a 
ſtranger of qualicy had been to ſolicite her to 
contrive a miſchict as much beyond her power as 
well co perpetrate 3 but becauſe he might pro- 
bably addreſs himſelf co ſome other more cun- 
ning and le(s honelt to bewitch or charme Mey- 
remtolove him as he defired; her tender heart 
had moved her to give him this honeſt advertiſe- 
ment, that ſo he might acquaint Diſman and 
prevent Hylebas, The mterrogatories they more 
particularly put to this woman, ſoon brought 
the whole myltery of iniquity to light ; but rhe 
buſine(s being tetchy, and his condition too 
lofiy to proſecute him the ordinary way for ſuch 
aiſcoveries: They judged it more politique to 
lay hold of that woman, then to charge it upon 
him, whereby he finding his deſign diſcloſed, 
might of himſelfquir che Town, fearing the juſt 
reſentments it might awake againſt him, All 
ſucceeded as hey had judiciouſly conje&ured 3 
helefr che City, but did not give over his un- 
worthy proiett. At that time he made warup- 
ou the Scyth, ans, and his Father in its firſt be- 
Cinmnng 


BIRINTHE 4. 37 


ginning was general, to which high command 
himſelf ſucceeded, Your Enemies, who were 
already advanced far into our Country, taking 
theiradvantagepillaged us moſt ſtrangely. We 
made our juſt complaints, but tor fatista&tion re- 
turning us no other anſwer bur this only, char 
our neutrality was {uſpitious ro them, and that 
they would ſtill creat ns as Enemies, unleſs we 
would openly declare our ſelves; this violence 
quickly obliged ns to take np Arms, but it was.t© 
hde with yours,'and cur Forces being thus 
united decreaſed rhe Enemies much, to that for. 
four years ſucceſhively, we counterballanced thc 
conqueſt which maniteſtly iniclined co cheir fide 
before. 

Theſe Martial employmentcs how ever, did nor 
take F/z/ebas off from the thoughts of arriining his 
impure defires, He attempted to Real away 
Meyrem by the aſſiſtance of fome Scythians whon 
he had hired to thac end, becante it might not ke 
ſuſpeted he was the Author of fo unhand{:me 
an enterprize 3 but ſhe being ever attended with 
2 numerous Guard, all thofe Secters forfeired 
either theirlives or liberties in the artaque; and 
one Officer of the Crew, hoping thereby co obtain 
his freedom, confefſcd they were (er on by 1y!e- 
by, and had a&ed nothing but by his appoint- 
ment and order. Pizman was pretently made 
acquainted of it, who had already found much 
backwardneſs and diſcontent among his -oul- 
diers, who though they were ſtil] ſer co.cur cut 
the tougheſt work, had alwayes the leaſt pay and 


plunder,which your General retained to himſelf, 
'd) 3 Thongh 
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Though he had much adoto quell and keep ia 
his indignation, yet he would not pull off the vi- 
zard of dillimulation till he heard you had a 
cluinieſtine | ceaty on Foot with the Scythans, 
then he tiioughr_ ic tamenels co bridle it any 
longer; whereiore waiting with Hy&b.x to confer 
about their Warlike atftairs, he complained that 
his good afteftion was very ill requited ; that 
they ought nor. ta treat their aſſociates as if they 
were Stipendaries,but that all ſhould ſhare equal» 
ly as well in the benefits of Treaties and Apgree- 
ments, asin the Troubles and Dangers they had 


participated largely in: Hylchxs, anſwered hirn 


very coſdly, that having never done nor treated 
any thing,but what he wasa Witneſs of, he could 
not but wonderat thisdifcourſe. Nevertheleſs, 
reply'd Dizman, you cannot hinder the change 
in your countenance from wicnelſing againſt you, 
nor had 1 vated in the defign of ſurprizing Mey- 
7c29 ©o which purpoſe you employ'd the Scythz- 
an; This made H:y/ebas bluſh, yet more, how 
ever with a quaint expreflion he reply'd, Lunder- 
ſtand not what you mean : you ſhould do well ta 
be aſſured of ſuch things before you give any cre- 
dittorhem : if you ſpeak with more truth, you 
weld allow it more ingenmity and plainneſs. 
Say what you pleaſe, return'd D:zman, but I have 
ſpoken na Enigmes but what you may unfold; 
nor can.you deny the verity of theſe reproaches 
wichouc a manifeſt fallhood, which ehis (hall vin« 
dicate when we meet in, a place convenient to 
diſpute our intereſt, ſaid he, thewing his Sword. 
T hoſe that were preſent could not prevent this 
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diforder, though they calmed their (welling paſ- 
fions from flying higher fora time, I wo dayes 
after, the Generals quarrel had interreſſed the 
Souldiers, and that put them into diffſentions, 
This diffention provoked them to words, and 
theſe injurious words begot blows. The Ofhcers 
haſtned to appeaſe the rumule, but Hylebas, find- 
ing himſelf well accompanied, inttead of ap- 
peaſing the broil, charged ours fo furioufly thar 
they were fain to give ground, till P:zman pur 
them forward by his preſence and exampie : 
whoſe courage and heat did fo quell your men, 
that they had much ado by their retreat to fave 
themſelves, or their General Hy/eb.s,who receiwed 
many wounds from our Princes own hands Þ his 
affront cur deeper than his Sword, and therefore 
diſpatching a Meflenger to Baldex, he fo difgu.ſed 
the whole a&ion, that we were charged with al! 
the guilrand blame, as the ſole Aurnors of this 
mutiny : and four Generat received expreſs OQr- 
ders to conclude a Peace with the Scythians, and 
by cheir afſitance to take a full revenge upon us. 
Diz,man, who well forefaw what would befall,had 
cauſed our Army to retire,and gave ſudden com- 
mand for freſh Levies, to be in the better poitiire 
toreceive his Enemies. But before he con] i pre- 
pare what was fit, Hy/eb.« marched with his Army, 


. and the afſiſtance of three choufand Scythrans,and 


laid cloſe fiege to Sina, Though we were un- 
provided, yet he loſt much time, pains and men, 
and nothing bur his creachery had ſucc:{s, The 
Daughter of chat old Hag, whom he would other- 
while have employ'd to enchant Meyrem, was 

| D 4 then, 
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then fo beſotted with love of Hylebas, that her 
paſlion and 1gnorance made her imagine, his affe- 
aon'to Meyrexz was the only obſtacie that did 
hinder his return of loveto her again, ſo that ſhe 
beheld that Princeſs as her rival only. When 
the ſaw Ey!cb.s ſo near the City, her defires grew 
hotter at that her amorous Planets approach,and 
er hatred became to violent againſt Meyrem, that 
the had the confidence to undertake the delivery 
of the Garriſon into his hands, upon condition 
he would (a:ishe her wiſhes, which ſhe preſumed 
the partly deſerved long before, but much more 
tt ſhe acchieved that exploir. 

Eizleb.u, who had often felt the fury of our 
allies, wos very eager to redeem his bleeding 
honouratfoeakea rate, and therefore willingly 
Promis'd all that herlonging heare could prompe 
berto demand of him. The Gold Signet her 
Mother had received ot him, aud the addition of 
wealth beltow'd by Dizma#n for their diſcovery , 
had ſo well furniftied her, that ſhe was married to 
the Othtcer who kepr the keyes of the Ciry Gates. 
\W hote priviledge did much facilitate the means 
her paſſion had tugreſted to her, to let in ſome of 
ehe Enemies Troops into the City, 

Though ſhe were married, yet was ſhe very 
amorouſly perſecuted by a young man, whom ſhe 
began to ſooth with hopes, andin ſhort to pros 
miſe him what heſued for jfhe atan appointed 
time, could bur find the means to caſt her buſ- 
band into a ſound fleep, which fince the hege be- 
gan he feldome gave way to. Love, as you may 
take lome notice of, would bethe only facal Mi- 
PR-ae f | | niſter 
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niſter of our ruine. This fellow immediately pro- 
cures a ſtrong ſomniferous draught, which ſhe 
firkt made trial of on ſome other, and being now 
provided;,ſhe ſent word ra Hyleb.x thar ſhe expeſt- 
ed him punRually at nudnight, at che Eaſt Gare, 
which he ſhould -hnd open and no Guards to op- 
poſe him. 

At night ta make her promiſed treachery good, 
ſhe mixed fome of that pagion in her Husbands 
drink at his \upper, and was as careful co beſtow 
ſome of ic on the Souldiers which had that Pore 
that night : andar the time appointed ſhe waited 
at the place aſſigned whilſt the whole Guard were 
in a profound fleep. .EHyfebas failed not to fend a 
party firſt co make ſure of the Gate, which bein 
poſſeſſed and he advertiz'd of it, he py Habs, 
with ſpeed commanding his Troops to follow 
with the ftrickteſt filence imaginable : and being 
enter*d the Town by this wile, he'gave orders to 
put every one to theſword that ſhould make the 
leaſt oppolition, 

The Inhabitants and Souldiers were fo ſur- 
prized at the terrible alarm, that ſeeing no body 
make head, he eaſily marched diretly towards 
the Palace, whither Love, Hatred and Revenge, 
led him with fury and precipitation, | 

Imagine a Troop of enraged Wolves, that had 
ſtrangled the drowzy dogs ſet toguard a flock, 
ruſhing inco the fold, where thoſe timerous,bur 
innocent creatures,thought themſelves as ſafe, as 
they were ftrangly guarded : ſuch was the poor 
Peoples confufion, the Souldiers diſorder, and 
the Princes amazement, who nevertheleſs w__ 
the 
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the by ſtreets to be inſtantly chained and barri- 
cado'd, but tonoend, the multitude that hur- 
ry*d towards his Palace as their laft refuge and 
SanQuary, broke them ſoon down again, and left 
the way open for his men to draw up in a great 
place which facedit. There Hylebas began to cry 
out Victory, and that his blackeſt ations mighe 
be apparent, though Heaven had hid its ſelf with 
the chickeſt curtains of Clouds; that ijgnoble Ge- 
neral, cauſed the contiguous buildings to be 
fired, that the obſcurity of rhe night might not 
hide from him the objefts of his vengeance. Diz- 
Man, finding the loſs of the City was inevitable, 
and willing at leaſt to ſave what was deareſt to 
him in the world, ran to Meyrems Chamber which 
looked towards the Sea, where bur a few dayes 
before, ſhe was delivered of Uneria: and con- 
juring her to embarque her ſelf immediately 'in 
a Ship which lay at Anchor juſt before them, he 
promis'd to follow her immediately. That ge- 
nerons Lady, anſwered him, nootherwiſe, but 
that whatever ſhe did, ſhe neither would fly or 
ſave her (elf but with him : and if he muſt dye, 
ſhe would as chearfully dye, as ſhe had lived with 
him: chat ſhe would not complain of her own 
Fate how ſevere ſoever, provided her children 
were bur ſafe 5 and haſtily putring Vneria into 
my hands, with a ſhower of flowing tears, and her 
fon Zarif, a child of two years old, inco her Huf- 
bands, go, ſaid ſhe, to us, embracing us with ten- 
derneſs mixt with courage, and ſo much loveas 
cannot have its full expreſſion, ſave theſe dear 
and innocent creatures art leaſt; and would to 

pn Heaven 
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Heaven this might not be the laſt of our adiev's / 
The noiſe of chole that enter*d pell-mell into the 
Chamber uncy'd thoſe ſad embraces, and drove 
us down a pair of ſecret ſtairs to the Ship which 
received us. Meyrem, as | have been fince inform- 
ed, norwithſtanding her weakneſs and indilpoti- 
tion diſguiling her Sex, armed her ſelf chat ſhe 
might go and relieve her Husband, who expired 
before her face jpierc'd with a thouſand wounds. 
That woful obje& which had doubrleſs been 
able to blunt the high*ſt courage, did but wher 
hers, grown indeed leſs vigorous by ſome blood 
exhauſted from her,precious veins,{o that hearing 
Hylebas, who had diſcovered her give command 
to take her alive,ſhe forced her way thorow thoſe 
that were about him, who in obedience to the 
command their General had given them, fearing 
to kill her, hindred her not from joyning him; 
and ruſhing upon him wich the like fury asa 
Lyoneſs would do on him who bad rob'd her of 
her whelps:Traytor, ſaid ſhe, ſtriking at him, doſt 
thou command them to ſave my life, chat I may 
cake my juſt and full revenge on thee 3 know at 
leaft, that though I cannot redeem my Hus'.and 
from death, yet | can dye with honour for his 
fake : ewo full blows ſhe diſcharged upon him, 
which made him ſtagger, and diſpenc'd his Soul- 
diers from longer obedience, who preſently flew 
on her in multicudes, yet could they not hinder 
her from making way till ſhe came to her dear 
Hus bands dead Corps, on which ſhe made a (ad 
{hift to.caſt her ſelf and die. | 
We being now informed by certain other ſmall 
_- 2: -... nh. 
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Barks, that we were cloſely perſued, and that to 
glut his rage, the bloody Aylebay bail given firickt 
orders being come again to himſelf, that we 
ſhould be fought for every where with diligence, 
chought it ſafeſt tro. go on ſhoar at the firſt place 
we could make land, which we did changing our 
habits, and ſuddenly parting from each others, 
chat we might not be caken altogether, im caſe 
they ſhould hear of us. But asthe decree of Fate 
is inevitable, Uzeria and my (elf fell into the pos» 
wer of ſome who were ranging about the Coaſts 
for a prey; and we were afterwards ſod to rhe 
Keeper of Conpava, whilft my Husband, who had 
more ſtrength and agility, faved himſelf ina lit- 
tle wood near hand with Zarif, whither chey like» 
wife follow*d him, but how they tared I never 
ftince could have the leaſt rydings. 

And this, Sir, is the ſad hiftory of our misfor- 
tunes 3 the remainder of onr diſconſolate lives 1s 
not unknown to you, and we are now mote hap- 
Py in your goodneſs and eſteem, then our beſt 
hopes could ever fairly promiſe, fince after fo 
long a filent and mournful} Captivity and con- 
cealment, you have unpinion'd our reſtraint and 
given us leave to breath our ſorrows by lending 
io curteous an earto this doleful relation. 

This ſtory mov'd my very foul to compaſtion, 
but I was yet more tranſported by thoſe tears the 
faireſt Vneria ler fall, whilſt her Aunt made the 
relation of it. Nor could 1 keep mine from break- 
ing priſon, before I had expreſt my ſelf thus to 
her: Ah / Madam, what caufe have Igiven you 
co cheriſh ſo ill an opinion of my perſon; why did 
you 
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you not ſooner make me acquaigted wich your 
ſufferings, fince you could not be ignorant how 
much I might have lightned the too too heavy 
chains of your Captivity, Can it be pollible you 
ſhould not have perceived the vehement hear of 
my love for you? though I have kepr it ſtill un- 
der the lock and key ofa timerous hilence; yet my 

flame having been as bright as chaſte and di- 
ſcreer, might well have been gueſs'd by you : and 
fince you knew that I have ated nothing for 
Uneria, which any indifferent Judge would not 
have conſtrued more an effe& of paſſion and afte- 
Gion then common charity, why have you made 
your fear or ſcorn the cauſe of your own (utfter- 
ings,and thoſe torments my own reſtraint has pur 

upon me ? Bur [ ſhould never mention my own 
troubles, did | not Iye under the guilt of having 
lefc her, who was the bleſſing of my heart, fo long 
under Captivity in my own Fathers houte : and 
then, perfidious Hylebxs, do not believe, thou haſt 
ſcaped the juttice of the gods, Heaven has defer'd 
ts puniſhes only co make ic fall the heavier 
on thee, for chough Divine Juſtice comes but 
flow, yet it comes fure, and 1 believe and hope 
that | am choſen the juit Miniſter of it, which I 
{hall infli& with ſo much the more ſecurity, as 

the intereſts of Treria are dearer to me than chy 
Geroſe. It depends but upon you my Princeſs, 

laid I, addrefling my ſelf to-her, to allow of it 3 

and if you will not command me to execute it 

for my own. reſpe&s, yer fet me do it for juſtice- 
and your illuſtrious Parents ſakes: a deep figh, 
*hich ſhe ferch'd from her heart, as the Prologue 
co 
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to her following diſcourſe, impoſed a willing f- 
lence on my tongue, whilſt ſhe ſpake thus, Merame 
your promiſing goodneſs, which perſwaded my 
Aunt, to tell you the ſad tale of our misfor. 
canes, does licewiſe encourage me to accept 
of thoſe fair proffers you have made to me: 
I ſhall not therefore demur, but accept of 
them in the beſt manner my unhappy cons 
dition admits of now, ] meane, rather under 
che notion of proteion then of ſervice. And 
yer, reply'd 1, if yon would but conſider 
our preſent condition in relation to me, you 
will ſoon find it ſpeakes you miſtreſs and Sove- 
raign of my ſoul ; bur perhaps , you find it an 
unhappineſs, that perſons of more power and 
reater quality then my meannelſs are not pre- 
Far to ſerve you. Not ſo, atiſwer'd ſhe, for 
befides that I am too well acquainted with humi- 
lity and my own abaſement to harbor ſo unci- 
vilan inmateas pride,fo | have already received 
too great a ſum of obligations frem your boun- 
ty to be ſo ingrateful ; and I affure you, that if 
1 cannot make you a full retribution for your 
favours, you muſt impure it more to my want of 
Fortune, then good will To | 
This happy declaration and condeſcention to 
love was concluded with az mich ſatis fa&ion as 
! hadambition or love ; and |Itook a reſolution 
to ſearch out ſome confiding friend, who might, 
ranſome this i}luftrious Captive out of her thral- 
dome, Her confinement infinicely troubled me, 
yet was 1 forced todefer ita while and cloak my 
griefs, During this reſtraint, all the — 
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Icould reap, way to entertain her daily with my 
reiterated vowes and promiſes,and this ſomewhat 
abated the diſpleaſure I ſuffer'd in the neceſlicy 
of ſeeing Gereſe, towards whom ſhe enjoyned me, 
not toexprels any averſion, nor could I afford 
hec any fillable of pretended atfection. 

In fine, the Age of winter being much increaſ+ 
ed, I underſtood of the preparations were makes 
ing £0 receive the Princeſs of Segdiana, whom 
Balden was toſend for by extraordinary Ambaſla- 
dours. Iintreated her tolet me caſt about for 
ſome meanes whereby to free my (elf from Geroſe, 
whom I was alrcady bid to look upon, as her, 
that was to be my wife, within the fhore date of 
two months. The buline(s preſs9d us equally, 
and this urgent neceſſity made me ſoon vote the 
reſolution to declare my ſelf openly an Enemy 
to Eylebas, thereby tounty the chain of Marriage 
andalliance wich his daughter, He had a Son 
name Zadarem, in whoſe company I was to goe 
co meet the now young Princeſs : His humour 
wa$as little pleaſing as his Fathers, being no- 
thing but a meer timpany of Pride; he had few 
friends at Court, as being one whoſe favour any 
man would have eſteemed too dearly purchaſt ar 
the cheap price ofa complement : yet thoughe 
himſelf rooeminent to be ſo familiar as to re. 
ceive"'them in quality of friends or affociates, He 
had been otherwiſe extravagantcly famourous of 
Themira, and becauſe ſhe had treated him be- 
neath che merits he fancied in himſelf, his angry 
love was turned into hate, which made him 
take occaſion to disoblige' and affront her all he 
could. Whilf 
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Whilſt Serifre ſtood fair with Themira, the leaſt 
concern'd had taken notice by thoſe affiduous 
addreſſes he madeto her, that he took a more 
rhen ordmary delight in entertaining her ; but 
his defcreet behaviour rather made them gueſs 
then certainly know his purpoſe and defires ; 
Only Zadarem, who look: upon't thorow the 
Peripe#ive of love and jealouſy, had more per- 
fetly deſcried his mind; and led on by his paſſi- 
on, he wrought ſo far by his impoſtures upon 
Themira's ſpiri:, that ſheat laſt was poſſeſſed with 
the belief of her Princes infidelity, as you have 
already underſtood : and he likewife had infor- 
med Balden that the inclination his ſon had to 
Themira, was the only cauſe he expreſt ſo lictle 
joy and willingneſs co have the Princely virgin. 
Balden having exaaly informed himſelf in this 
particular of fo grand concernment, had prohi- 
bited Seniſra upon the penalty of his fevereſt diſ- 
pleaſure not to ſee Themira any more, whom 
he alſo expreſly commanded to confine her ſelf 
troher country habitation, to which her own 
troubled fancy had already cauſed her to re- 
treate. 

'The time being come, that we were to goe 
fetch the Sogdian Princeſs, I went to take leave of 
Seniſa, and then communicated the plot I had 
laidco ſpring up ſome occaſion of conteſt with 
Zadarem,whoſe 11 contrived behaviour promis'd 
meſubje&enough, He condiſcended, in fine, 
to let me lay hold of fortunes foreftep to free my 
ſelffrom my Geroſe, and affured me of the ho- 


nour of hisprote&ion and power cn al occations, 
| Or 


On 


or accidents, and withall to give order in my 
abſence for my Vnerias liberty, which he ſoon 


afrer nobly procured, No ſconer were we ar- 


rived in Sogdiara, and had paid our civility ro 
the Princeſs, who was indeed rich both in beauty 
and vertue, bur Zadarem began amongh rhe 
praiſes he ſhowred upon . her, co let fall ſome 


drops of Mediſance and ſlander upon Themira's 


repucation : he went every where proclaiming 
that the Prince needed nor ſo much regrec her 


tols, fince the chafter flames this worthy Lady - 


might kindle in his hearc, could not bur excin- 
guiſh thoſe ignrer fancies and carefi:s of a Mi- 
ſtcis. This malice was ſoapparent that every one 
reſſeated it as very ſcandalous,there wasnorany 
in our company that was not well acquainced 
with the fair Themira's unſoyl'd vertue, and had 
valonr and will enough toaffert it ; but they all 
flung cheir looks on me, who am allyedto her, 
expecting 1 ſhould'ty up his infolent congue from 
beſpattering her with ſuch abuſes. One day 
afrer | had mildly reproved him, he had the im- 
pudence to ask me, whether. the Prince. had fo 


farloved me, as.to let me ſhare with him in that 
gentle fortufie, fince I took upont me to vindi- 


cate him; andifſo, that he had yer ſo much dif- 
cretion lefr in ſock, as nor to wake his ſiſters 
jealouſy with.the report of ic ; and when I re- 
ply'd, that had no farther intereſt in her, but. 
only what every Gentleman wonld be oblig'd to 
for his kindred, to preſerve their reptitation, 


hich therefore engaged nie nor to hear a perſon. 
of her high worth ſo IT y calumhiaced;, 
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he promis'd me, but ina kind of raillery, that 
ſince it concerned me ſo neerly, he would be 
very careful hereafter not to ler fly any thing 
that might ca}l up my anger : which nevertheleſ; 
he did not obſerve ; He could not reſtrain hi 
itching tongue from publiſhing a hundred wan 
ton Tales, and noiſed che refſentment I had 
ſhown, which I was furc'd to pocket up till ve 
werereturned into Margiana,as unwilling to vio- 
late that reſpect we owe to ſtranger Countries 

The ſame day we had paſſed the confines « 
Sogdiana, about the evening I accoſted him, and 
having led himtoa private place, where I before 
had ſent a gentleman with two weapons, I defi 
red bim to make chcice of one, and 1 would take 
the other, The unexpeAancy aftoniſhe him mort 
then the danger of the combat; but as hew 
rruly valiant, after the preparation of a fe; 
words, we proceeded to blowes; he defende 
himſelf with as much «kill and courage as I affay 
tedhim; I rcceived and gave ſeveral wound: 
but, in fine, juſtice beingin my arnour, Tgain' 
his (word with this advantage of being able t 
ooe off my (elf, whereas he lay exrended wit! 
ſmall hopes of life, which made me fſerid to hi 
fervants to goe and fetch him thence. 

In the interim, to ſecure myſelf, I poſted back 
from whence we camethat day, and ſecured m 
ſelfin a Caſtle belonging toa Sogdzan gentleman 
whoſe friend({hip I had purchaſed by ſome civili 
ties in his Princes Court. Thenews of this due 
which brought aſtoniſhmenc to every one that 
heard ir, cut decper in my parents minds the! 

x 2 
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any accident, that erc befel them, they having 
promiſed themſclves the beft of fortunes in my 
alliance with Hyleb4s:whereas now Balden having 
examined the ground of our quarrel, vow'd he 
would ſatisfy the inſt reffentmenes of his favorite 
by our utter ruine, * 1 ſecretly made Senifra ac- 
quainted with the place'of my retreate, andthe 
ſame moment wror, a letter'to'Vneria, -by which 
I conjured herto'bleſs me with: her-preſence at 
an appoinced place, within ten -dayes time, that 
ſo my troubles might nor be without” ſome allay 
of hope and conſolation 3 and that' from thence 
we would goe to Badriana : Bur becauſe was to 
goe thorow a part of Baldens Territories to reach 
this place, 1 ſhrowded'my felf in a diſguize ſo 
ſtrange, that I blinded all ſuſpition and diſcove- 
ry. Being at the exa& time moſt proſpervully-ar« 
rived, Ilighted on a pcrfon whom ſhe had char- 
ged togive me notice that ſhe was repofing. hex 
ſelf in a place bur very lictle diſtane thence, 
where ſhe had borrow?*d che benefic of a friendly 
ſhade, till the exccfſive heat of the day were waſt- 
ed, and being big with impatience to reach thi- 
ther, 1 haftned to horſe and 'in my delires flew 
Twiftly towards the place. - 

What think you now, Sybarss, of this meeting? 
doe you not preſume I muſt be very happy in ir? 
yeto gods, how are you miſtaken? if you: gueſs 
ſo,you wander in a miſtake 3 and miſs the truth,as 
much'as I did my hopes : I was ſoonaligheed in- 
deed, anda gra herwith a becoming ce- 
remony, and ſhe advanced to receive me-in her 
bleſſed arms; when rhe ſtrangeſt accident imagis - 
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nable, fnartch'd her away, before I] had che time 
to be let into her imbraces! a Troop of villains 
iſſuing our of a neighbouring wood, greedily 
ceazed on thoſe were neereft co them ; Uneriz 
was the firlt prey they lighced on, and her they 
hurried away before my eyes. Pardon me Sybary, 
that I cannot keep in theſe unruly hghes which 
interrupt my difcourſe, The fad, yet ſweet 
remembrance of thar fatal enterview [does al. 
moſt {ting my ſoul by the reinembrance of it now, 
as it did when ic happened. The rranſpore I was 
m,wing'd me with haſt and fury after thoſe wilde 
raviſhers, with my drawn ſword, but being rhen 
on foot, they galloped into che chickeſt of the 
wood,which (con fheltred them from my Ilcnging 
eyes. Iran amazed]y ſometimes one way, then 
another, according as their doleful cries dire&ed 
me, often hearing my dear diſtreſſed Uneria im- 
plore and ſummon her Merame for afliftance.That 
vo; ce haſtned my pace, but ſoon after, when the 
ereater diftance had loft her to my Ear, as well as 
Eye,my breath and ſtrength took flight after her, 
and left meto fall under my own weight : where 
[ lay without morion, till che noiſe of ſome hor- 
ſes which paſs*'d by, having rowz'd me, I per- 
ccived turning my head that way, that one 0 
thoſe fellows fled with a woman in his armey 
whom I diſcerned to be Unerias Aunt : He poſing 
back again neer the place, where I was unſcen by 
him, t caughc his horſes bridle, and ar the ſame 
inſtant gave him ſo full a blow wich my ſword, 


that he ſoon cumbled off wich the woman, whom 


I was ſtriving to convey away in the wood to ſhel- 
cer 
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cer her from che reſt : when they came ruthing 
ſo ſuddenly upon me, I was fain ro leave her to 
provide for my own lafety. | made all the re- 
hſtance a deſperate man could levy, but wis at 
laſt preſs'd down under their numbers, [ fell 
becwixc their horles teer foiull of wounds, they 
thought thar co tale meup, was but to burthen 
themſelves with a dead carkaſs : fo they only 
rook away Unerias Aunc, whoſe fear and amaze- 
ment had kept her in a continual fainting. I re- 
member che effution of fo ::uch blood as i loſt fo 
enfeevled me, that the cryes and languilhing 
lookes I endeavoured to ſend after them, were 
ſoon wrapt up in a deadly ſwoon rogether with 
the reſt of my ſences, Some of Tmnertias, Compa- 
ny, who by a generous refitance had ſaved 
themſelves out of their hands, entring the wood 
to ſeek more unhappinels then they delired co 
find, lighted on mein a condition that promiſed 
bur little hopes of life. How-ever, they bound 
up my wounds co [tanch the ftreames of blood, 
and took me up to carry meto the Citty, and as 
they feared, to my grave at once. Whilſt they 
were going, the agication having a little reviv'd 
my ſpirits, 1 ſentforch a ſigh, which faintly cold 
them there was yet ſome remainder of life dwel- 
ling in me, but no more, then to ſhew I was ſtill 
dying. In this beleef, as ſoon as they ,entred 
the Citty,they took councel about my interment, 
and endeavour'd no longer to conceal whom [I 
was, TheGovernor heard by their publick re- 
grets that *rwas Merame they mourned for, and 


Preſently diſpatch'd away a Meſſenger to adver- 


E 3 - "ene 


&4 BIRINTHE A. 


tize Balden of it, who after the death of Zadarem 
had given orders to all the Frontire Garriſons to 
ceaze me. 

Amongſt thoſe whoſe curiolity had invited 
them to (ee me, there hapned to come a very ex- 
pere Chyrurgeon that had formerly been my 
Fathers honihold ſervant ; This man defired 
leave tolearch my wourids, and not finding any 
of them mortal, judged thatit was only the Jos 
otſo much blood at once, had brought me co ſo 
feeble a condition 3 wheretore finding ſome (parks 
of life and warmth till in me, he affay'd to re- 
vive meby ſome potent Cordials, which he em- 
ploy 'd unhappily for me, ſince his conje&ure had 
not deceived him. He felt my heart begin co 
beat a little,and ſome (tnall dawning appearances 
in my face, which made him proceed to (uch fur- 
ther applications as reftored me once more to my 
ſences. + The firſt apparent ſign I gave them, was 
a langwiſhing look, which I ſent as my only rea» 
die(t Meſſenger, to ſeek for Uneria ; and that was 
ſeconded by my tongue which at its firſt morion 
call'd upon her Name : but when I had gather'd 
a little more ſtrength and found my ſelf in chat 
condition amidſt (o many ſtrangers, and began 
to remember how I had loſt her. Oh gods, cry'd 
], can 1 be yetalive, and ſhe that is my ſoul be ra- 
viſhed from me? Then turning niy eyes on thoſe 
were, helping to dreſs my wounds, who deſired 
me to. be quiet, Friends ſaid I, you are more cruel 
than thoſe Villains chat hurt me,it was not with- 
out ſome reaſon they would have ſlain me, after 
they had deprived me of her for. whom only 1 
” a lived; 
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lived ; And you, whoſe mercy has leſs pity than 
their cruelty, you would force me to live withour 
her, who alone can make my life a lefhng to me: 
Reſtore me my Uneria, or all your care is ſuper- 
fluous, and what your Art can do js only to keep 
my unwilling ſoul for ſome few moments in this 
ruinous body, which cannot long ſubhft being 
ſepar-ted from its better felf : do nor make me 
languiſh cherefore, if you truly love me, but (utfer 
my ſpirit ro quit this rroublefome abod-, and be- 
ing uncaged cake its fiight, where only happineſs 
without diſturbance can be enjoy'd for ever, 

Notwithſtanding all thefe requetts and moans, 
their care and remedy's brought me by ſoft de- 
grees to ſtrength again; When finding I mult 
live, I refolv'd to bend all my endeavours to a 
reſearch of theloſt- Uneria: and was already con - 
hdering the way to fer about it, when i] my 
hopes were again ſnatched from me, Hyleb.s 
had ſome correſpondants in this City, who gave 
him notice of my begin recovery 3 and that 
Traytor, whom 1 may juſtly ſtile che plague of my 
life, did immediately renew the Governcurs Or- 
der to lay hold of me, who came himſeif, and 
ſhew'd it me fign'd under Baidens own hand, ex» 
cufing himſelf that his office obliged him co exe- 
cure this Commiſſion, contrary to thole real de- 
fires he had to do me ſervice. 

As ſoon as they thought me healchy enongh to 
undergo the fatigue of a journey, they conducted 
me with a Troop of Horſe to Bacheher, whete | was 
thruſt into a Tower, in which they ordinarily 


kept their priſoners of quality, My Father and 
E 4 Mother 
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Mother with my nearelt relations had once the 
liberty co come and viſit me : Sexrſra, who was 
now married to the Princeſs I formerly mention- 
ed, could notobtain it,and what ever endeavours 
he made to procure mv pardon, they could nor 
bow the angry Balden to pitty 3 who notwith- 
Randing had nor declar'd how he would deal 
with me, but whoſe concealed fury, ſhook my 
friends hearts with fear, having indeed ſome 
:34.echen ordinary reaſon to fear that clap of 
tuwunder, Which {o long threatned ro break. forth 
aga'nſt me, yet kepr its lightning ſtill cover'd 
Wii t a Clcud 

| 117132g the 2fflictions of my impriſonment, 
"114.c11mes the lively remembrance of my beau- 
ritul TVaerie invaded my melancholly choughts 
and gave them cauſe to make me rejoyce; bur 
when from her bright face, I let fall my thoughts 
on her black deſtiny, turning the other fide of 
the leaf to read our misfortunes, my ſorrow 
(well'd above the power of comforts to allay,and 
then my lighs and tears were too abundant to be 
expreſt in words. What ſhall Iſay more, Sybars, 
when as if there had yet wanted one weight of 
ſorrow more to link me to the bottom of miſery 
and diſpair ; One of thoſe that were taken with 
her, having made his eſcape came into this dif- 
conſolate Priſon, to tell me ſuch ſad tydings as 
utterly extinguilhed che leaft glimpſe of hope [ 
had yer remaining in me. Keaflured me, that 
thoſe Thieves had found Preria (o rarely hand- 
fome, that they tad conſulted to makea glorious 
preſent of her to their Prince, who had a Pelſack 
CES) e 
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nllel wich beautiful ſlaves, m which they were 
confined ro ſatizfhe his wanton pleaſures,and that 
Tneria having underſtood their deizgn, concei- 
ving ſo piercing a forrow,that it converced intoan 
accute Feaver, which quickly cauſed her death, 
for whom the Scythians had fo much eftcem and: 
veneration, that to exprels their regrets for her 
loſs, they+ had erefeda very ſtately Monument 
for her, which he had often feen and lamented 
over. 

The recital of chis funeſt adventure, ftruck me 
to the deepeſt filence poſlible for a long while : 
Ic ceaz'd upon my rea{on too, and made me fo 
much looſe the helm of judgement, I was like to 
run and Shipwrack upon difpair : fo that I ſoughe 
for ſome weapon, wherewith to pur a period to 
that heap of miſeries, which I could bear no 
longer on my tortur'd boſome : But finding that 
means was deny'd me, I had recourſe tomy com- 
plaints: Ha ! what ſaid I, does Balden withhold 
the execution of his vengeance only co make me 
lingerin my miſeries? Is. his cruelty become fo 
witty, to make me taſte a thouſand deaths for 
one? muſt I yetlive upon this wrack of torments, 
and not be allow'd the mercy of a ſudden death? 
Cruel and inexorable Butcher, you have now 
found out the way of full revenge indeed, by ſuf- 
fering me ſtill to live in a condition that has 
more of horrour than many dcaths conld frigh- 
ten me Wwithal ; and thou bleft ſoul, do not thou 
charge me with backwardneſs and want of Love 
and cqurage ; thou ſeeſt I ſearch out all the wayes 


I canto follow thy coo haſty flight : and fincel 
am 
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am yet bound under the ſad neceſſity of ſtaying 
longer than my ſoul delires, comfort me with thy 
blefled ſpirit, that I may not be left thus il 
alone with thoſe wild thoughts : and here again 
my griefs came flowing in (o faſt, they quite 
choakt up the paſſage of myſpeech : I was thus a 
longtime mute, and that Gentleman caking at 
laſt his farewell, lefr merather in the poſſeſſion of 
my ſorrows than my reaſon. 

A few dayes after Seziſra ſent a Gentleman to 
comfort me, whom l intreated to te!l che Prigce, 
that the only fayour he could procure me, would 
be, not to follicite any longer for my pardon, but 
tojoyn his purſutes with thoſe of my Enemies to 
haften my end arid that, as this was the laſt, fo 
2t would be the greateſt favour I could implore, 
and the moſt welcome honour his mediation 
conld confer upon ſo miſerable a perſon. 

Contrary ta the prayer of rhis Petition, that 
Generous Prince, fearing ſome finifter accident 
from this diſpair, beg'd of his Father ſoearnet}) Y, | 
that he obtain'd permiſſian to give mea viſit. He 
found me in a poſture which begort as much won- 
der as compaſſion in him. My Chamber was very 
obſcure, having only the faint light vf one little 
window which 1 had half vail'd over with a Cur- 
tain, 1 wasthrown on my bed, my arms trofſing 
my breaſt, myeyes fixt upwards and ſo weather- 
beaten with the ſtorms of tears that bubbled from 
thoſe ſprings, and my viſage ſo melancholly,wan 
and diſcompoſed from its natural dreſs, that he - 
might well miſtake me, as he did, and think his 
feet had led him unawares, into ſome _— 
: | Cell, 
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Cell, where only grief and mourning kept their 
diſconſolate Court ; my thoughts had buried my 
mind in fucha deep (ence of my Calamities, chat 
] did not perceive when he entred into the 
Chamber, {o chat he came cloſe to me without 
diſcovery ; and aitcr he had gaz'd ſometime up- 
on Mme, ] curn'd my head that way, and Jlook'd 
upon him with an eye (© full of crouble, that he 
believed it furious. Being firſt ainazed co behold 
me in ſo woful a condition, and perceiving me 
immoveable, his pitry made him farſt faluce, chen 
call upon me, when finding | made no reply, he 
prcezeded thus to rowze me by a gentle check, 
Is it chus Merame, you mean to receive and flight 
the vilic of Seniſra, and is it ſo importunate as to 
deſerve this ſilence and theſe forbidding looks ? 
theſe words brought him to my knowledge, and 
ſtriving to ſalute him, I hardly had the ſtrengeh 

co ſhew ir, by a lircle inclining of my head : which 
I follow*d with theſe langwſhing accents, Noble 
Seniſra, che intinite ſorrows that overwhelm me, 
arethe cauſe of gy incivility : but what Ceremo» 

nies can you expe& from a man equally in diſpair 

of life and death, who during the violent agita- 

tion of this perpetual agony does neither.live nor 

dye ? acombar ſo much the more crue], becauſe 

it continues ſo long in one poor-heart, and does 

not yet quite burſt it, Gods ! how. mercileſs are 

your decrees againſt me; why ſhould you thus 

delight co oppoſe all my happineſs, and will not 

ſend death, after you have curſt my life, and 

' blaſted all my juſt deſigns, which how unhappily 
they have ſucceeded you can judge : 1 drew Une- 

112 
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ria from my Mothers houſe with the fond hopes 
of delivering her from a Captivity, which was 
more advantagious, then thai libercy atcerwards 
prov'd to be : If I juſtly revenge her injuries on 
the deſtroyers of her worthy Famil , and her own 
ſweet repoſe, that becomes the ground work of 
all my misfortunes 3 when | imagine | am going 
to embrace her, and graſpe the higheſt tclicicy in 
my arms, I find itrudely inatch'd away, end ſhe 
hurry'd to her fatal end, whil'it I am letc che {pore 
to Deſtiny, and example of the greateſt ſuiterings 
mortality ever taſted of and lived under. - rucl Þ 
thoughts, ſorrowful remembrance, which ſtings 
my very ſoul with bicterneſs, that | my (elf ſhould 
be the ſad cauſe of hers,and thereby my own ut- 
ter ruine ! had I not better have continued to 
love and adore her in (ilence ? But oh Here 
the Prince interrupted me,and mildly (aid, Ceale 
from becoming yer more; guilty by your loud 
murmerings : you muſt not blaſpheme againlt ſo 
ſage a condud as that of Heaven; Are the gods 
tyed to let fall proſperity on, all our aCtions and 
purpoſes ? no, they more wiſely do. diſpoſe, of 
what we commonly propoſe moſt wildly to our 
ſelves: Nor ſhould we think our ſelves ſo harſhly 
dealt with, did we but well confider, how Jamely 
we goabout moſt, if not all our defigns, and how 
we (werve from thoſeſtrickt rules of Vertue pre- 
ſcribed us to walk in,to attain our juſt ends : Is it 
poſſible, Merame, that when you intended to highe 
with Zedarem, you ſhouldnot plainly foreſee, my 
Fathers heat of paſſion and anger, fince you fo 


ſoon fled from it ? and who had enſured Vrerze!s 
| ſafery 
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ſafery in her journey ro mect you? the atteri- 
dance appointed to convey her,did nor that ſhew 
what fears you had ſhe might fall into thoſe miſ- 
fortunes, did afcerwards unhappily light on her? 
Believe me, Merame, you do ill to complain fo 
much for having reap'd thoſe thorns your ſelf 
had planted : your mifadvenrures cannot be un- 
ravel'd again, | mean thoſe thar are paſt, do nor 
kick ar Heaven, but mildly ſubmir co what Fate 
and your ' ſelf have caſt upon you : '*ris better 
yeilding obedience ro the gods, than call more 
anger down by a rebellious 1mpatience, I, you 
know, made ſome oppoſition againſt my deſtiny, 
but in vain, we miſt bow down cur ſtubborn wills 
at lat, therefore ſtrive to content your (elf with 
what Heaven docs. The love, the Prince ſhew'd, 
in his affe&tionate and rational diſcourſe recalled 
my re:ſon back to her firſt temper; | found, in- 
deed, I gave my ſelfup to diſpair unnobly, and 
with much weaknels; and before he parted I pro- 
mis'd kim to ſuck at every lower that could but 
promiſe the leaſt probability of yeilding any 
comfort to me. He, afterwards ſent very often to 
viſit me, and had obtained fo mach favour, that 
my chains of cloſe reftraint were drawn ont 'to 
ſack an excent of liberty, that 1 might now walk 
freely jn a wide Park adjoyning £o my Priſon, 
where frequently my friends came'to give me 
comfort, and helpt-ro wear out the tedious hours 
I ſpent in my confinement. One day; whilftic 
was yet very early, a Gentleman came to me 
from Seniſrz, and rold'me, wicha ſmiling conn- 
tenance; which gave mt hopes of ſyme approach- 
ing 
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ing joy, that it wastime to chear my ſelf, ſince 
that black news of Uneria's death, was diſpel'd by 
a moſt certain dilcovery how ſhe was ſtil} alive, to 
wicneſs which,he preſented me a Letter deliver'd 
him che foregoing night. This ſudden tranſport 
from a depth of forrow, to ſuch a height of joy, 
hid almoſt made me looſe my (elf in wonder: 
and,, not, minding or,caring, indeed, how, or by 
whom this Raper Embaſſy was come to hand, [ 
kils'd it many times firſt, aud chen tore it through 
impatience to read its Contents. I yet keep that 
precious pawn of her affe&ion, which, I may ſay, 
was ſigned with her blood. Bur ſince] cannor 
bchold or read it without a prologue of tears, 
oblige me ſo far Sybary, as to eaſe me of that ſor- 
row by reading it your (elf. Sybarz, having un- 
folded it, found theſe words, 


UINERIA to MERAME, 


| Theopinion 1 am poſſeſt with of your death, maybe as 
falſe, as that which. I apprebend you bage of mine, 1 
live yet Merame, thanks to Heaven, byt "tis only to dye 
within four dayes : which are the remainder of as ma-' 
ny more were given me to reſolve either to forfeit my life 
or honour ; of which time I have waſted thzs .one half 
only in ſeeking an opportunity to give you notice of it. ::1 
now expe} the hour patiently which ſhall make we tri-' 
mph both over your enemies and mine | And if you would 
wot have me regret my death,ſince 'ti4 for yours and Ver- 
tues ſake T fall, comfort your ſelf, Merame, I conjure 
gou by this laſt and bigheſt teflimony of my Love, and 
live for ber ſake, who thus reſolutely es 
Lye 
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dye for you, as being unalterably either in life or 
death, , 

Your Unerie 


Gods! Cry'd Sybaris, how has this Letter de- 
luded me ! 1] expeCted a quite contrary ſucceſs, 
and had no place to doubt, but it would have 
eſtabliſht your happineſs moſt firmly, Indeed, 
purſued acrame, the affliction this Letter broughr 
with it, was by ſo much the more ſenfible, as it 
was unexpeRed, it cruſl'd down all my young 
ſpringing hopes, and the weak props my reafſum- 
ed confidence had borrow'd, and ſo infinicely op- 
preſſed my hearr, it never could have riſen from 
under the weight, if Seniſra, having ſucceeded his 
Father, had not quite knock'd off my fetters of 
reſtraint, and uſed all the noble endeavours poſ- 
fible to perſwade me, not to throw away my life 
ſo cheaply, but try to carve out a brave revenge 
for my 7neria, To this purpoſe he madeup a 
reconciliation betwixt Hylebas and me, whom he 
afterwards commanded to quit the Court, and 
doing me the honour to admit me to the ſame 
degree of favour, as my Antagoniſt had enjoy'd 
under Balden, he committed the diſpoſal of all of- 
fices to my Father, whom he eleCted for the Ge- 
neral of his Army. wh = 
Mean time, the Scythians, whohoped for ſome 
advantage in this grand mutation,broke our into 
an abſolute War, which their daily pilferings and 
ſmallincunfions on either ſide had long threatned, 
Seniſva, firiding che army his Father had le: 
Ther _ 
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vy'd, in a condition to march, commended my 
Father to prevent the Encmies haſt, on whoſe 
Frontiers he appeared before they could have 
jeaſure toimagine 1t : I was impatient till we 
came to blowes, and as ſoon as we had newes 
of chem by our ſcouts, I went out with a party 
ro diſcover, or rather to attaque them. Thar 
firſt entcrprize ſucceeding happily, for thoſe 
I engaged were all cither cut off, or taken pri- 
ſoners z there was not any one of thoſe 
whom I had ſubdued, of whom [I enquired 
not particularly concerning Uneria 3 who, 
I cold them was that fair Captive in Mar- 
giana, they had put to death a few days fince, 
One only of them all, told me ſomewhar, he 
aftirmed that their Prince and his ſon had borh 
been moſt paſſionacely in Love with her, but 
that the Father prompted by his jealoufie had 
cauſed her to dye, to roote up the ſons hopes of 
injoyment, Since himſelfcould not allure her 
to his own  defires, her noble vertue having 
bravely repulſed the hotteſt of his luſtfull on- 

ſets, 
The report and the love | had to Ureria, toge- 
ther with che hate againſt her enemies & my ref 
ſentment reſulting from both,made me. perform 
ſuch aR&s,as without their impulſe, 1 ſhould-never 
have undertaken ; but thoſe conſiderations did 
ſo animate' me, that in that dreadful] Battle we 
gained, though ſo dear])y, . that the victory was 
written rn RE” of one own blood a 
innumerable wounds, I had engaged my felf ſo 
far, in the greatcſt ſhock of it, CR the Ene- 
| m1es 
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mizs horſe,that being unable ro cut. my way back 
again, the numerous herd flying. to ſave them- 
ſelves hurried me away in the throng with them, 
The richneſs of my.armes and habic ſhew'd me 
co be of a condition which promis'd them a fair 
ranſome, which mage them treate, me civily e- 
nough, and ſecure mein a Caſtle yery ſtrongly 
guarded, which faced the Caſpian (ea. 

My impriſcnment was not fo cloſs, but] had 
ſometimes the liberty to breath che freſh ayr in; 

a large encloſed paſture, at the other end where- 
of there ſtood ayother Caſtle, where | was told. 
they kept thoſe fair Captives, choſer, for their 
more then ordinary beauty, to ſatisfy their Prin- 
ces luſt; which awakened my thoughts and me- 
mory of my loſt Unzria, whoſe cruel priſon | fan- 
cieditto have been , and caſting up my Eye with 

ye attention towards the windows which were. 
ecur'd with ron grates, my, mind repreſented 
that fair Planet to me with all its luſter and beau« 
ty : whilſt Iwas feeding my (elf one day wich 
theſe ſad contemplations,I heard a feeble. yoyce 
knock at my Ear, which as | chought call'd me 
by my name, this, mademe haſtily gaze upwards, 
from whence. ] perceived a note falling down 
rowled upon a little ſtick,. which I ſoon hatched 
upand reading found ic, was UVnerias fair hand 
which chus expreſs'd it ſelf. Fre 
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perſecuting mee ; after all my affligions, they ſeem ty 
promiſe pity, I have found within the walls of this ty. 
ſon, an officer that proffers me my liberty, and expedy 
no other recompenſe, but what reſults from the ag ii 
ſelf ; your intereſts are ſo dear to me, and Þ bavet. 
vinc'd they are ſo inſeparably tyed to-mine,that be ha 
engag'd ( tomake bis obligation the more compleat \ 1 
et you free, the ſame day with me, Meet therefore a 
the place he ſhall appoint you anon, by a ſecond note that 
ſhall be thrown down toyon, Adieu | 
Gueſs, Sybarzs, for | cannot ' cloathe that joy 

in words, which then fill'd my heart, knowing 
Vneria to' be yet alive, and who to teſtify the 
crue love (he ſtil! cheriſhed for me,endeavour'dto 
reſtore me to that liberty, which Lhad made! he 
loofe,when | chought to haveprocured it for het 
ſelfand me. Notwithftanding amidſt this hops 


and frelh afſurances of her faich, 1 reſented ſome 

little grudgings of jealouſie and diftruſt againſt 

him chat thus undertook her freedome : and thi 

fecret ſtiſpirion would have ftifled/all my jo; if 

che 6ver Eager defire of ſeeing her, had'riorquite 

thruſt ic out of my _ F chonght- nb [norte 
hap 


pl any thn bur the py 'micanes and' mo- 
mens Which were to guide me to' my UVneria 
»refence, and daring. chis impacienc longing, I 
watched under the wiridow expeCting the- paper 
thar was togive me direftions, which was ſoon 
after hurld down.; By reading, it I underſtood, 
that —_ midnight a _ would come any 
conguft we down a pair of private ſtayrs, whic 
WNT Tea lide, here T Rod Rad 2 nl 
; 
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boat waiting for, mee, all chis was punQually 
performed, ac the houre afſign'd one came and 
guided merhicher, and no ſooner was I-imbar- 
qued-bur; the: Marriners ſtretched away amaing 
making the beft uſe of,cheir. Qars and Saifs all 
nighe, to-be by break of day at the place where 
Lihould land, which was cloſe by a Fikerahong 
ſmall cortage, where they inform'd me [ mu 
goe rofind ſome certain perſons who: were wait- 
wg there for me. Having ſet me on ſhoare,they 
madeaway from theplace with great ſpeed, and 
} with as much precipitancy, haſted co the Cabe 
bin to find my dear Uneria ; whom I ſoon ſaw 
indeed, but in, what condition doe you think 
Sybaris 2. alas { that moſt beautifu) creature-lay 
excended ac her full length upon thie graſs, wel- 
ting in her own;precious, blood, which guſhed 
from her left bre&; 1 The horror of ſo gaſtly a 
ſpefacle ſhot ſuch aſtoniſhment. into my. iu), 
that 1'remained along time as motionleſs as ſhe, 
with, my melcing; eyxs faſtned upcn her wqind! 
and my, hard Fatedenying me the mercy. of a ſud- 
den death; made. me endure.the agony of many: 
yet was, 1,fummoned: by an. hollow figh to look 
up;: and approach neerer to, her with a totterin 
pace : when finding, no viſible ſign of life remain» 
nz in her, why my, neris have you brought. me. 


bithery,.erp'd J5:t0;he fo fad ian eye-witnels of 


youb uncimely. and , viokent, death ? Could yo 
believe I ſhould;prefer ic before your cloſs capti- 
fign'd that] ſbould follow your 
example, why would you not ſtay. my coming? 
What has occaſion'd ſuch a ſudden change, was, 

F 2 youY 
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your neceſſity ſo urgent you icould not ſhun it 
one moment longer ? ah heavens, why nnift 
I tehold this funeſt obje&, were it not better to 
have left me ſtill in the uncertain, but more hap- 
py opinion of her former death, then thus to 
blaſt my (ences by the horrid iight ? But my eyes, 
what is*c you ſee? whereare thoſe blooming roſes, 
and fairer Lillies which creatcd fo excellent 
beauty in her Face ? Where are thoſe living 
ftarrs, whole luſter was leſs offenfive, but more 
glorious then the Suns, and kindled kinder he; 

in my poor boſome ? Can this be fair Uneria, 
and all theſe beauties wither'd ? yes, *cis Vneria, 
but death has cropt thoſe curious flowers, and 
eaſt a cloud over thoſe brighteſt ſtars ! Weepe 
therefore, weepe, till you are blind, as ſhe fa 
this ſad funeral of all your happineſs ! The vio 
lence of my grief cat of all further complaints, 
and ſunk me down upon my knees beſide her: 
where ſoſtly kiſſing, ſometimes hercold cheeke 
then her colder lipps, and bowing my head down 
in a deje&ed manner ſighing and ſheddingfloods 
of tears,1 gently took up one of her white:hands 
which ſhe bad lockt together, and perceived: 1 
Daggerin it, and a'peece of linnen in theother, 
which ſhe had torne off frony her neck, upon 
which theſe words were charadtred in blood,” 
keepe my ſelf intirely thine, I muſtdye Merame.- Ha! 
well faid ], fingeonly I am guilty of thy deat! 
it is bur juſt 1 ſhould be puniſhed : and 1lamwi 

| ling to expiate the crime by offring my own hea 

thy ſacrifice: but would to heaven, you [ratt 
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un it had hated me, than given ſuch woful teſtimonies 
muſt © of it ! I ſhould haveno regret in dying for you, 
er to were it not after you are dead for me, which is fo 
hap-B ſtinging a conſfideraticn, | doubr it will not leave 
us col me quiet in my gravc. Too, too dear pledge of 
eyes, her immortal love, purſued. l, kiſſing the Sacred 
ofes ſ relique 3 whereon her blood had left ſome bluſh- 
ent a ings for my demerits ; Receive the impreſſions of 
ving mine alſo, which | reſolve to ingrave. And then 
more} taking up the dagger,thou fatal inftrument of ouc 


heitY diſcourteous deftiny, bathe thy ſelf in my blood, 
rig, to walh that fin off thou haſt contratted by letting 
eria,f out of hers. Then having again kiſs'd my Vne- 
and riz's pale lips and reeking wound, and noted 
eepeſſ} where abours ic was made,l ftabed my felt as near 
 forſf my own heart, as that was co hers, and with the 
vio firſt drops wrote thus upon the ſame linnen, 
int, Merame dyes for Ulneria who is dead for him, *Tis 
acr:M ſtrange, me thought that blow gave me the great- 
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eſt eaſe [ever felt, by diebanding that diſpairand 
load of grief that ſo oppreſſed me : and feeling 
my {trength decay;apace,l laid my (elf down cloſe 
by her, on the ſame bed of earth, embracing hec 
as ftriftly as I could, reſolving to be uniced to her 
at death. ? 

All my (ences were now taking their laſt fare- 
well and flight cogecher. When (he preſſed that 
hand wherewith | held her faſt; I ſtrugled co 
raiſe my ſelf again, and willingly would have 
thruſt death from me, fince V#eria yet lived, to 
have aſſiſted hec : but the loſs of ſo much blood 
as guſhed from my deep wound, cauſed me to 


fint, ſo that I was wholly deprived of all ſenti- 
h F'9 ment, 
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ment. Whilſt Twas in this tranice, the owner of 
thelittle'Cortage, a good afitient man, hapaing 
to come by, was moved with compaſſion, and 
uſed his beſt means to recover me again: by his 
care and helpful charity J] came ar lengrh tg my 
ſences again, andas ſoon as 1 was Maſter of fa 
much ftrengch and reaſon as would guide my 
rongue, I enquired for Vneria, whom he told mo 
was conveyed away by certain ſrrangers he never 
had before beheld, he being much amazed art his 
returi from his filhing to ſeea horſeman bear 
away a woman from thence, and to find me on 
che cold earth ſwiming in blood. 

' 1 confeſs Thad much ado to refrain quarreling 
with the old man, for ſuffering-any to raviſh her 
away. The uncertainty,balancing my mind be- 
ewixt hope and fear, whether it were a friend or 
enemy had taken her thence, ſtrugled ſolong 
with my diſpair which foliciced for death, that it, 
in fine, made me deſire to live till I could know 
the certainty : confidering it would be time 
enough co take that SanRuary, when I was ſure 
ſhe was utterly loft, who had been as miraculouſly 
as often preſerved above all expe&ation. 

Tothis purpoſe, I conjured the good man to 
cranſport me to ſome ſuch concealed place as 
mighr ſecure me; whowas fo ſenfibly touched 
withthe relation I made him of ſomefeigned diſ- 
afters had befaln me, thar he ſoon conſented to 
put me in a place of ſafety, before any one could 

ave the time to be informed of my flight. So be, 

_ accordingly, conveyed metoalictle petty Ifland, 
_ where he had found within the hollow womb of 
W118»... ECT 2 Rock, 
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er offl ; Rock, a place large enough tolodge in con ve- 
pang FF niencly, when ke minded not to recurn to his 
and ther habiration. His Wite was there at that time 
»y his witha child or two, who received me with the 
0 My fame kindneſs as he had brought me; and they 
of aff there took (uch pains and care toadvance my re- 
& MyYB covery, that within fifteen dayes, I had acquired 
dmeW great deal of ſtrength, In the interim, this 
wever honeſt fellow brought me intelligence, that cer- 
at biz cain perſons, had made inquiry. tor me at his Ca= 
bearſ®ſ bin, acking him whether he could give them any 
e NW notice of a man. whom they deſcribed much of 
; my reſemblance : but they not mentioning either 
ling the Lady, or the misforrunes I had related, he 
1 her thonght it might be ſome other, However he 
I be-W was reſolved and did keep me,hid, till chinking ic 
1 orff convenient to remove, I got him toconduf me 
ong to the chops of the River QOx#s, not far thence, 
C1 where being ſafely landed,1 went direaly to $4 
101 inthe Province of Dervices,the Governour where- 
mew of was one of my moſt intimate friends, I] went 
ue afterwards to wait on and pay my duty to my Fa- 
uſly ther, who being at Court,'I had che op ortunity 
toattend Sexiſre at the fame time 3 who having 
formerly loſt his firſt Wife in Child-bed, was then 
preparing '( after he had worn out a competent 
time in mourning) to beat laſt married to his 
deareſt Themirs, Seniſra, made mea thouſand 
expreſſions of welcome by his careſſes, and open- 
ly declared his more then common joy for my 
return : He had the goodneſs and patience to 
hear the ſad relation of my misfortunes, at which 


he truly grieyed, and gave me encouragement to 
F 4 ſeek 
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ſeek again for that Joſt treaſure,of whom they had 
heard no more in thoſe parts than what Icold 
them. | 

I made a careful reſearch all over Margiang, 
and Batiriana, bur in vain 3 waen hearing thar 
one of her relations was in Labynetw Army, I purs 
poſed co find him out, hoping 1 might from him 
meet with that intelligence which I had ſo unpro» 
ficably ſonghe till then. [] fortunedto reach the 
Camp, juſt when the two Armies were ready to 
give Battle, and being wholly guided by Uneria's 
intere/t, who had one of her kindred 1n that par- 
ty, | thruſt my felf amengſt che Voluntiers, and 
was made a Priſoner by the Hircanans, but moſt 
lappily for me, fince by my Captivity I have ob- 
rained this houour of converling with the brave 
Sybarg. dT ak 
*- Merame having drawn all the black linesof his 
fad hiſtory to this concluſion; Sybaris expreſſed 
how much the ſad Epilogue touched his generous 
ſoul with compaſſion : and having ratifi'd their 
former proteſtations of friendſhip with many ney 
and hearty oaths,the ſeals of an inviolable amity; 
S$ybarz returned to his apartment, charging his 
peoplete attend Merame with the moſt diligent 
ſervice, who ſuddenly betook him tg his bed, the 
fitteſt place of privacy and retirement to enter- 
cain his thoughts with thoſe images of ſorrow, 
which his ſo late relation had brought more 
freſhly irito his mind, as to rhe many divers acct- 
dents thar had bertided both him and his dear 
neria1n theiramours; | 
© The nexr day Sybarz imparted. ſome of theſe 
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diſaſters to Cyrus, whom from the beginning had 
cheriſhed. his Priſoner with a particular eſteem : 
and whilſt chis entertainment yet .continued; 
Merame came to ſalute him, as he did alſo the A4r- 
menian Prince with Artabaſws, Chryſante, and all 
cho eperſons of Quality, who were at that time 
metin the Generals Tec tq wait upon him, 
Theſe illuftrious friends had ſcarcepuc an end 
to the Geremanies this new acquaintance claim- 
ed, when ſome advertiz'd Cyrus that a Meſſenger 
juſt then arrived from Media defired coſpeak with 
him, He commanded them toadmir him, and 
finding it was Abracome,, . he led him into alittle 
Cloſer apart, to have the greater liberty of dif- 
courſe with him. This truſty confident of his' 
affeftions, whom he had left in Echatane to have 
the more punCtual information of his Princeſs, 
feigned ar firſt that he camenot from her, but to 
acquaint. him how his Uncle Cyaxares being paſ=- 
tonately enamoured with her, had convey'd her 
to his ſtrong Palace at Flier, where ſhe was fo 
ſritly guarded, it was hardly feaſible either to 
ſpeak with her or ſee her. But perceiving how- 
much difquier this novel brought with ir, by the 
many litclequeſtions and difordered exclamati- 
ons he made, hecalmed him again, for the time, 
yith a Jetter he preſented which ſhe had con- 


trived toſend him by means of an Eunuch, whom 


ſhe engaged by Oath not to deliver to him till he 
ſhould find him readily diſpoſed toſerve her. - 


. Cyr how ever eminently couragious and vie 
ftoriqus, could not receive this Embaſſy withour- 


Lind of trembling z and having ript itopen, his 
2 J | . eager 
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eager impatience made his eyes {lip cver all the 
 firft parc aafread to (ee whether it were really 
fgned by B7rijtthee, who wrote thus co him, 


Cyrus, your generoſity which otherwhile male you 
Preſerve my Fathers life at my requeſt, gives me juſ 
bopes to believe you will nit deny that ſame pr otetiion t 
reſcue my own : which, I «m now in hazard of forfeit 
77, ſince your Uncle Cyaxares d4efires that of me,which 
be ſhall never obtain ; though I Pregnofticate'from hy 
wild humour, that finding his pzrſwaſions and cajoleries 
w4in, he will make force and violence become the Mini- 
fters of hi paſſions, whence you may gueſs in what a 
extremity of danger I am I do not acquaint my bro- 
ther Tygranes with it, becauſe you only ought to free me 
from this Tyrauny, ſmce it was you alone that Aelivered 
me into bjs bands, and you only are conjured to aſſiſt di 


ſtreſſed, 


Biritithea. 


He repeated the Lefture of this Meſſage. three 
or four times, as though he had not rightly com- 
prehended its Contents, but what might ſeem 
his difticulty was indeed only his exceſs of love 
for her, and wonder at his Uncle, and rhen ſaid, 
with aſoft yoyce : *Tis true, I put you into Cyax- 
gres hands, but,cry'd he,l ſhall havenolefGs power 
and reaſon to fetch you out again ; do not doubt 
of it, my Princeſ*, ou need not only hope, but 
Fally promiſe your fair ſelf any thing you can de- 

e of me, which though Iam bound too by the 
immorcal obligation of juftice and my devoiu, 

_— OR yer 
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yet [ ſhall undertakeic with more affe&ion that 


chey can prompt me to, being heated by. your 
nobler commands, 

He ſard\no more, but ſmothering the ftruglings 
of his paſſion, and not willing to frer away the 
nme with empty words, he called: for-Sybarzs to 
whom he imparted the bufinels., Thac choice 
friend inftanicly proferid to go and ſer her at tree» 
dome, but Cyr,x coutd not ſuffer any other hand 
ſhould render her chat iynal ſervicey: which love 
and reſpe&. ſolicited him to a& perionally. 'He 
was a lony while in ſaſpeace weighing his. reſo. 
lucions, for. the greateli concerns of: his Princels, 
and his affeftion called him into Me4:2a, bur: his 
faweand honour bid him not quit the Armny fo 
ſoon : in fine floating upon theſe waves and dif- 
ferent tydes of irrefolution, an expreſs came, 
which being from his Unele Cyaxares, did fora 
while interrupt his former thoughts, 

Cyaxares the night that Cyrus parted from him, 
amuſing himſelf with moſt a his Nobility in a 
grand debauch of Wine, had not yet taken an 
particular notice of che great number of Lords 
who had abſented themſelves to follow Cyrus in 
his niore generous employments, bur the next 
day, miſſing,that numerous throng of Courtiers 
who alwayes attended at his riſing, and under- 
ſtanding they had left him, coaccompany Cyrus, 
he was ftung with thac poor envy, for this young 
Conquerours vertue, which uſually ceazes on. 


thoſ:, who cannot reyere.that in others, which 


they are uncapable of chemlſelyes. 


"" This knawing jealoufie had ſuggeſted che ene 
> ſuing 
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ſuing Letter, which he addrefled both to him and 
the Medes, as follows. 


Cyaxaresto Cyrus and to the Medes. 


I had thought, Cyrus, you were tuo well acquainted 
with the reſped you owe me, to entice away the Chiefe(t of 
my Court : Andyou Medes my Subjecs, that you would 
never have been ſo perfidious as to forſakg me to follow 
bim, If my Nepveu, accord.,ng to my advice, do return 
hither, return alſo with him ;, But if be perſevere in bi 
obſtinacy to purſue the Aſſyrians, and you geſire not to 
*xcurr my higheſt diſpleaſure, quit him and be at ſooneſ 


with me. 
Cyaxares Rex. 


Cyrus having by this Letter encreaſed che ſuſpi- 
tion he had conceived of Cyxares his ill will to- 
wards him, reſolved, however to communicate it 
to the Medes and Perfiens, and having ſummoned 
them together, he read icaloud to them. Afﬀcer 
which the Medes wavering a while ina ſuſpence, 
whether they ſhould recurn back cotheir K ing, or 
adhere to cheir Genecal, confhdering the glory 
chey had acquired undec the proſperons ſuccels 
of the one, and the duty incumbent upon them 
cowards the other; cauſed Cyrus to (peak, who 
gavefree leavero ſuch as urged it to go, bur 1n» 
created the more indifferent ro wave their reſo]u- 
tions till he had given a full anſwer co his Uncles 
Leeter. Till which time he detained 'the Envoy 


that cangg from him, to be a Witneſs he a&ed 
#4 | nothing 


and 
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77 
nothing againſt his Uncles intereſt, 'or bis own 
devoir, | == CLONED 
Which propoſition having their general appro- 
bation, Cyr wrote -his letrer,” which he afrec- 
wards Ict them fee in theſe expreflions, 


a3\\' 


Cyrus to Cyaxares, King of Medis, 


LC... 


Yonr 'Majeſty will, 1 hope excuſe me, if I tell you, 
that it was wever the intention of the - Medes, .or my 
ſelf to forſake you : ſince, thanks to the: gods, having 
left you triumphant at home by the wiflory over the 
Afyrians, you enjoy at . preſent the proſperity of 4 
Fortune, which can never leave you deſtittite of Friends, 
ſo long as it lails, And if to give\them chaſe, we 
have been conſtrained to ſeparate our -ſelpes a while from 
your Majeſty, and that be the only cauſe of your diſplea- 
ſure ; we defire you to confider that this. ſhould rather 
ſtand as an argument to evince our fidelity, greater 
then theirs who yet remain in your Court x fince we ent- 
deavony to drive thus far the Enemy from you,” that we 
may keep all dangers at the biggeſt. diſtance we | cam 
poſſibly f'om interrupting your repoſe and Prace.. But 
not to yelye on theſe conſiderations ſingly; 1 beſeech you 
to call'to your remembrance in what degree I. bave the 
bonour to belong to you," ang, thereby you may eaſily 
judge me uncapable of ingratitude, or ſelf deſigns to 


your prejudicey Or if you-can wvouchſafe to credit the 


teftimonies I have already given of my willingneſs to 
ea 
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leaſt ſuſpition, that I amywanting in that-reſpe& and 
faith, my birth and quality binds me in towards your 
Majeſt;. Cab 
IWhat reaſon theri, good| gods, Can your Majeſty have 
80 command-your Subjetis away from me now, ſince you 
expreſly commanded ſome, and gave your gracious per- 
m2 jon to others freely, to follow me, whilſt I was pre- 
ſent, and had'brought a puiſſant Army out of. Perſia 
mmto your dominionswithout any other hoſtage or ſecurity, 
then the requeſt you made of my Father ? Nay, be 
Pleaſed to*give me leave to ſay further, that ſhould [ 
freate yoit, #s you dos me, T muſt then beg, you wonld 
reftore to me thoſe Palmes of vitory. remaining 1m; yout 
hands, which the-valour of mycompagnions lately,reap: 
ed, and which Þ bound up' in wreathes aud garlands, 
end preſented you withall : But toevidence the ſviceril) 
of my defigits, 'I ame deſirous you would be pleaſed to. take 
wmotice, and pive we leave to make ſome new levies in 
Perſia, which 1\beſeerh yor-'to: diſpaſe of abſo{utely, 
eccording to' the order I have: left: with my Lieutenant 
fo tender-you-alltheobedience and ſubmiſſion. your Mn- 
Jefty can deſire. , eobvune; GC EEG | 
Withall, 'Tintveate your Majefty, not to takg-it ill, 
that T preſume "to:give you this bumble advice, 'nst to 
revoke thoſe favours you have: already granted, becauſe 
thereby you would make more. Enemits' then friends, o 
obedient ſervants ; \ and if, by your menaces aud com- 
mands to returne, you. would: affrighten ſuch as. axe 
bere, with the apprehenfion of your diſpleaſure, it will 
ot be proper to let them know, you are left:with.ſo- thin 
@ train, fince the knowledge that muſi" givo them of 
Jour weakeeſs, might wake "them. careleſs of obgin 
you 
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ov? *Ts at that T deſire ty retain theſe Mgdiaus thet 

= willing toreturne, I have prante d- ig theer 
full liberty ;, but, as for myſelf, I conjure you before I 16> 
ave | turn, to allow! we only ſo- much tire, 45 .mi/l, be! moſt 
zou Þþ neceſſary to compleat that conqueſt, which we have. ſa 
bers || happily begun, and jrom which you may expett as 
re. | muCh advantage and increaſe of Dominion and Glory, 
ria i} «5 15 wiſhed by. ot GS y 


ity, Your Nepven 
be 
d [ C1RTHS. 
ld 
out 


ap. | Driapherne had Commiſſion to haſten to Media 
ds, | with thizanſwer, and Sybarizs underrook to make 
ra | che levies in Perſia ; and withall to procure Bz- 
ake | 11ntheas releaſe ; they parted rogether with Abre- 
- in | come, whoſe orders were as cloſely covered, as 
ly, | £:£ cauſe of his comming had been hid from 
ant thera. ; {. 
1z-| Not one of the Medes would return wich them, 
. FandCyry, the moreto chain them to him, be- 
it, | c2uſe they made up the beſt part of his Cavalry ; 
- to | diſtributed the richeſt of the ſpot, which had 
uſe been taken from the Enemy, amongſt them 5 
feaving the"care to themfelves ro referve thiz: 
which they thought fitting for their King, The 
Hircanians, Armenians, and the meſſenger whom 
al x ares had ſent, did partake with them like- 
wiſe : Only the Perſians took what the others 
of ſlighted, for being accuſtomed to hard uſage and 
frugality, made no account of ſuch rifles - 
on y 
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© only contribute to vanity and outward parade, 
but are not abſolutely neceſſary toſiich as ſquare 
their lives according to the ſeverity of thar dil. 
cipline they had lived finder in their renown! 


-Accademites. 


The End of the Firſt Boks 


Biwinthes 


$ Hilſt they were yet ſharing the 

booty, che vigilant ſentinels dif- 

cover*da great body of horle that 

advanced direfly towards them. 

SIDE They were already going toalarn 

SS7z the whole Camr., when three or 

fore cavaliers leaving the grots behind them, 

haſtned to aſſure them, raartheir troops defired 
rather peace then war, 

The Prince that commandecl them, was a ves 
nerable ancient gencleman called Gobrias, who 
auſin; his man co make a halt, advanced, only 
wich a (mal! party to attend him, demandinY to 
peake with their Genera] ; the Majeſty of his 


ounrenaznce imprinted reſpe& in all thoſe that 
(y behells 
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Lencid him, an eminent officer having received 
bim, condufted him to Cyrus Tent, at whoſe 
f.et he prelently ca{t himtelf down, but being 
inttancly raiſed, and imbraced with a more then 
ordinary civility » he began to, exprets himſelf 
In this manner, 
| would not, Sir, that you ſhould beleeve 1 
prefent a traytor, or perhdious man before you, 
if ay revauit werean att of baſene(s, I} thould nor 
: to caſt my felf into che armes of the moſt 
— Prince in the world, bit the SubjeRt 
of ir having th e appendages of juſtice and honor 
LO WACrAnE ut legal, | hope when you are made 
a:quaimced with the reatons of iny deierting the 
#ſſyrians party toe mbrace yours, that | ſhall find 
a noble reception from your infinire goodnels, 
Cyrus havins mtimated how elad he ſhould be to 
now the occalton that urged him to come 1ſt 
ſuch a manner, Gobrias went on thus, 
| aman Aſjriaz by excraftion, the eldeſt of one 
of che moſt :[[uRrious and puiſſant families, frof 
whom their Princes are deſcended, I have the 
Soveraion command of the Province ofthe Gard 
mos, where | have many places of great ſtrenge> 
ond prent! 'tully tored 1 came from thence wich 
: party 0 thirceen hundred horſe to find out 
La! yzctus King of rhe Afſrians, who was flain in 
the fitl battle they fought againlt you | waz 
one of the moſt intimate friends ;, and had ſerv'd 
[im diver times in his armies in quality of Ge 
nec, withlo much happineſs asro merit my 
tavoinrs fro! IN [118 noble AChR GW ledgement, 4* 
mongtt Fr which,the moſt adyantageous was the 
delire 
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defice he had toallie me to his family, He haſt 
oneonly ſon, and a daughrer,. and I was bled 
with a hke paire : So that to make our kindred 
firme by an indiffo}luble knor, he ordain'd his 
ſon Veforez, the ſamethac does now [ſucceed 1n 
his Empire, to eſpoule my daughter, and mine 
reciprecilly his Me!/zune So was my deare fon 
named, to rendez his juſt aff:duities co the Prin=- 
ceſs, was alwayes art the Court, where I was like- 
wiſe obliged roreide to accompany my daugh=- 
ter, whom the Prince entertained every day , 
being incirely afiefted and. inamour'd with 
her. 

The:time was neere at hand to celebrate thoſe 
nuptialls, and all chings preparing for ſo illuſtri- 
ous a ceremony, the Court expeCtting the cone 
ſummation of ic wich much impatience when a 
ftrange accident ſuddenly ruffled this calme of 
promiſing joyes into a ftorme of unhappinels, 
which thenſwallow'd up my dearelt ſon,and evec 
lince all my content and felicity, The whole 
Court being prels'd witha general gladnels, the 
two young amorous Prifices appointed to take 
the divertiſement of -the chace; the firit- beaſt 
they rouz'd out of a little wood was a bear at 
which Tedores caſt a javellin that miſ$'d, and my 
lon by an unfortunate addreſs couching it dead 
at their feete, every one ſtarting into acciama= 
tions for that ſucce(s, . the Price was netled 
With difpleaſure, as if ray fon had given an at- 
Iront, yer waking the chace continue to redeem 
that, credir, he lanc'd a ſecond javelling at a 
lyon, which preſented ir (elf, but with theſame 

I A for 
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fortune as the firſt, and my ſon ſpurr'd withas 


generous emulacion having given chis it's death 
wound ailo : $7 'eCOVeE% coud 10 longer bridle the 


lin: Fer efrefts of his rage, thinking thole praiſes, 


the company beftow'd upon my fon, reproach'g 
his want of sKill, and being inflam*d with this 
4exlouſy, ſaacching a fance. trom one that was 
Nexi to him, he turiouſly truck it quite through 
re voiy of my lon, who was the dearer to me, 
becauic an only lon, and whom in a.few dayes 
I top'd to ſee in the blefled armes of his faire 
Priaceſs, whoſe daring valor and Heroickſpirit 

promis'd no lefs then Crown's and Scepters to 
my family by chis alliancez and who in fine was 
tie only conſolation of my life: 

Bur, Sir, the rage of this degenerate Prince, 
was nor yer olutred, though he ſaw him weltring 
in the {treames of his own blood, he would nat 
ſuffer them to carry him to the City,fearing leaſt, 
his wound not being ſo mortall,as his own curſed 
hate there mighe be 2 pollibilicy of his recovery: 
and therefore to prevent all niy endeavours, and 
deprive me of the ſad conſolation to behold him 
once again, he caus'd him to be caſt into the 
river 7igrzs. 

The King .his Father, immediately after he 
had learnc this woetul accident, came to me per 
fonally to teſtify the refſencment he had of my 
Juſt griefe, complaining with much :endernel, 
of theſe conlicerations which hindred him from 
puniſhing che Author , and "— proteſted 
thatif he had bue any other ſon co inherit hi! 


Crown, he would have made him the object 0 
EXKem: 


<-E 
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his 


me 


B-IRINTHE A, 85 


exemplary juſtice by ſacrificing him to my re- 
venge, The Kings compaſſion, and the real 
ſoriow he had for my afli ton, {mocvthered that 
hatred which 1 thould otherwiſe have kinalecd a- 
gainſt that abominable aflafſiins Father : Euc 1 
remain'd his friend conſtant}y cill his late death 
cancel that obligation, and was now go1'g ty 
aſliit him with wy beit ;ndeavours again y v7 
but hav.ng been inforr'd how thuc unngapn) y 


King was flain in the heft hone; 1am come & 3 
nerous Prince ) to calf my (elf ar your it freer, iN» 
ploring the honour of your Prote; £1 11} 27410 {t C112 


tyrant that ſucceeded him, who is fo fir rom 


ally lence of picty, Or FCventaice that 1m je; 
of denying his reaſon, to have cont nteda with 
his rage to perpetrate that horrid act, Be tm 
umpls mm his crueicy, with as much gio vas if ie 
had DI4vEy acteateii che calieſt of t!5 Fnemices, 
M Juige rheretore, Sr, if my intentions be not 
tare and equicable, and whether | can doo 15 
withour reproach o! tamenets, and ltr "Ys p HOm 
che parh Of nature, ana «tt- CHOMN, Chen Lfek a vt 
taliation for his blood. *'Tis trom your  valous 
that TexpeC&t my vengeance, I ſhail remir iccq 
your Own clilcrection to dilpole wholy of my In- 
terelts and lite, With all that docs conceing 
me 
Cyrus interruvting his diſco! urle, afar him 
of thar aſſiſtancehe expeGed, with much civility 
and cheerfulnef(s, and Gori reſumin? his ſpeech, 
continuing thus : Bur, Sir, that you may have 
nocauſero doubt the verities of what | p:offec 
Fou, twodayes jolurnyy will bing you into G z- 
TY Yam??, 
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7a;ee where you ſhall take full poſleſſion of all 
the Towns and fortreffes at your own pleaſure, 
My daughter the generous filter of Melzrme, who 
was deſtined to Le that Tyrancs wite, will gladly 
receive you, whole pungent ſorrow will chal. 
I-nge no leſs pitty then my own. | bred her, as 
] have atreac ly Caid, to be the 4ſſyrzan Queen, but 
chough It ad: PO inted out TVeciorez to be formers. 
ly chg obj:tot herlove, ſhe now conliders, him 
only es the Subjet of her deepeit hate, and 
and whatever that Trayror has proje&ed to ap- 
peaſe ner indignation, yet ſhe had ſo much ſpi- 
ritin her, usto tell him one day aloud, before 
his ther , Sevixetis that ſhe more then Sale '> 
he hadthe contidence to hope for any affe&ion, 
or reſnect trom one whoſe brother he had baſely 
butcher'd, that the e mourning vail the wore was 
anevident teſtimony of his black er crime, and 
chart as lhe could nyver ſhew too muck regret, 
by her conti:1al grietz, for whar ſhe had loſt, fo 
conlequent!y ſhe could never manifeſt too great 4 
arrecagainſt him that had fo 1gnobly ravilh'd 
it + from 1 ker, and further the would never Ciffer 
ther min, though a Kin ,o tO be her husband 
that was her bruthers afſailin, but he {ſhould ra 
ther expec the ſudaen etiefts {pf the levereſt re- 
venge her mortal hate, and anger could levy a- 
2aintt him, then the leatt incln.cion from her 
extimauind love, 
If fine, to ſhun che importunate purſuites 
f that unworthy Prince: ſhe banith'd her 
af voluntarily from *tne Court, and return 
4 with one of my fitters into ,Caramee, that 
ie 
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ſhe might be no more oblig'd to have that 
deteſtable obje& in her ſight. I prais*d that 
conſtant reſolution of my daughter , which 
ſcconded my own relientments, and by the firm- 
neſs of her indionation perceived the 61d inherit 
the vertues of her noble anceſtors; but I was ut= 
terly ignorant (and never ſhould have given way 
coit z though my revenge clamor'd my foul to 
wiſh it ) chart ſhe had conſp! red aga:nit TUeciorez, 
life. She had given a private commiſſion ſor 
this enterpriſe to a Prince called Emin, wholong 
before had been my caughter willnig z priſoner. 
This unhappy lover, who during U: fforez faire 
correſpondency had been conftrai; dro keep his 
paſſions under aſhes for the re! ipett, & diſtdence of 
ſuch-a puifſant rival], was ravilh'd to find a1 Oce 
cation whereby to rid him thence in ſer ving her, 
hoping by this actempt,to cut his way to his ow a 
blifs, this being the only call cedar chat hindrec 
the full proſpect of his happinels, ſhe having rod 
him that the performance of this imporcant 
ſervice ſhould give him a juſt claime to her 
afteftion. In fine this jul L murther ves undetta- 
ken, but by misfortune not executed, the nun- 
berof choſe that attended UVedoren, hindiing the 
facal blow of vengeance. En was taken 11 re 
attempt, who-was malter of ſo much CO12| fancy 
and rcfolution amidtt the tortures of the want 
litors, and imprifonmenr, ther he never xe eveal'd 
my daughter to have had the leaſt hand in it. 
None could imagine that love and hatred had 
combin'd in this enterpriſe,nor would he declare 
upon any interrogation, for what cauſe 'he was 


moy'd to take away the Princes life, aud inſtead 
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of imploying his friends, who were very potent, 
toſue his pardon, he perliſted to declare, that he 
defired not to live but to performe that by a ſe- 
cond attempt which he had ſo unhappily mils'd 
in the farſt, it being a deſign too juſt co be thrown 
by. Ifany other but a Prince had appeared in 
it, I might perhaps have fallen under their ſu(- 
pition of being confederate, bur it was above 
conjecture to imagine that a perſon of his con- 
dition would be but anothers inſtrument, and 
therefore he alone was adjindged guilty. 

He was condemn'd topay down his head for 
the pyice of this treaſon, and becauſe this peece 
ot juſtice was tobe exemplary, the execution 
was defer d till the Kings returne, who was at 
that time within a dayes journey of Ninus, that 
the whole Courc might be aſſiſtant, My daugh- 
ter in theinterim was made acquainted with the 
ſentence pronounced againſt him, and feigning 
aS1if ſhe wereto goe a hunting, as lhe frequently 
aid, being weil mounted, ſhe went dire&ly to- 
wards N:us,where ſhe arriv'd (jult the evening 
before the fatal day, which Emuin reck*ned as 
chelaſt in his unhappy Calender disguis'd under 
the{hrowd of ſuch a habit, as was not uſuall to 
ter (ex. 

The Gay followi: g ail the Courc being afſeny 
bled, with the herds of common people, the 
King and his fon being there preſent with their 
extraordinary guard of ſoldiers, they drew the 
maiſereble Emuzz forth of the priſon, to end his 
ite and miſeries at one blow, but whilſt every 
0:12 had their eyes fix on him, deſcanting dr 

yeilly 
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verſly on his misfortune, they were ſuddenly ta. 
ken off to behold a freſh obje& which preſented 
itſelf in that black Scene, it being a perſon vail'd 
all over, making way through the croud with two 
Trumpeters marching before. 

It was the cuſtome, ofa long ſtanding,amongſt 
the Aſſyrians, that if any one could reveal ſome- 
what,which might aggravate the offenders crime 
or could fully clear and diſcharge them, they 
were to come thus diſguiſed, to preſent their in- 
formation, According to this order the Judges 
inſtantly ſuſpended the execution to know what 
this might be, they carried the written informa» 
tion to the King, whe was amarz'd that the per- 


\ fon which brought it, accus'd himſelf as the (ole 


author of the attempr, and fully diſcharged 
Emuin, as having only underraken the perform- 
ance of ir, out of a blinde obedience to that pers 
ſons command. 

Many had formerl. been known to bring in ag- 
gravations, but hardly ever any preſented them- 
{clves, ſo voluntarily to certain death. Jn this 
vencral conſternation, they caus'd the unknown 
perſun to approach near the King, who was no 
ſooner within reach, but before he gave (@ much 
time as to examine a word, ſnatch*d off the vail 
which concealed the admired perfon. None 
could ar the firſt infant diſcover whoit was, and 
truly it were difficulc nor to be extreamly ſur- 
priz'd with ſuch an uniook'd for objet as a Lady 
fo generouſly out-braving death it (elf. *Tis my 
Daughter Azimea, who as 1 faid before under co- 
Icur of hunting. ftole away from me, with afull 
SE Bene .reſolution 
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re{clution to ſave that Prince, and who with an 
incomparable courage addre(s'd her looks and 
words thus to Vefforez. 

Thou wouldeit pretend, infamous man, not to 
know me becauſe of this dilguiſe, thou tind'fl, my 
preſence like thy own conſcience the Monirorto 
reproach thy bloody cruelttes,/and an authentick 
Witneſs of the juſticeof my enterprize to take 
away thy lite, which is fo clear an evidence that 
| would almoſt think Reavens juſtice flept when 
I mi's'd of my lopes in puniſhing thee, for a reta- 
Jiation of my deareſt Brothers Iife. Ah degene- 
rate man, do not turn back thy fight, maintain 
that bloody agion, thon haditthen impudence to 
commit, thou trembleſt, Traytor, to fee her m 
thy preſence from whom thou didft expe the 
ſofteſt carefies, avouch ſhe 1is thy deadly enemy, 
and wiſh ſhe could have buricd a dagger in thy 
heart ; but, tell me, what wonder doſt t hou find 
in this change, haſt not thou oblig'd mero it, can 
| :nanifelt lets revenge, and hate againſt my Bro- 
chers aflafiin,' and be a Princeſs ſtill? Tell me 
whar crime there is in this attempt ? or rather 
what juſtice does not auchorize 1t ? can leſs than 
thy ignoble life fatighe for chat worthy foul ? or 
doftrhou think me fo tame and cool to paſs by 
ſuch an injury, and not refent it, If TI be guilty 
'tis only for my want of due revenge, and leaving 
it to be committed by a hand that was too weak, 
when 1 ſhould rather have nndertaken ic my (elf, 
which Keaven, without donbt,would not have dil: 
appointed ſo unhappily : bur thou doſt make no 
anſwer, and thy penfive ſilence gives a mo_ 

aſlent 
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afſerit to theſe indiFments, and are alone ſifhici- 
enc co make good the juſtice of my intentions 
acainſt thy gmicy perſon. 

Theſe pnblick reproaches dy*d with ſuch ſharp 
and vehement langnage,did fo aftonith the Prince -. 
and gall his foul, rhat he had not the power to - 
anſwer her one Syllable, whom he yet dearly 
lov'd; but the King his Father perceiving his 
confuſton, ſtood up and ſpoke, to take heroft from 
tretching'her bitrer reproots our further againſt 
that horrid crime ſo openly, He fent forth Emnin 
to confront her, who conhrn'd the whole infor- 
mation, and all thar the had ſpcken, afcer which 
he was return'd to the Priſon agaim, and Azimee 
was carried to the Pajace, where ſhe was ſtrongly 
ouarded till my arrival. 

Labynetus, as | told you before, afte&ted me ex- 
trearily,and fent for me,whilſt I was 1n the great- 
eſt fears in the world for my abſence daughrer, to 
come to Court and hear news of herz According 
tochis mefſage | haſted with rhe moſt diligence 
peed, and having preſented my ſelf tull of per- 
plexity before hun, be ſent for Veforez and Azi- 
wea, and related, m the preſence of his choiceft 
Nobility, all thar had befallen ; and cold me,thic 
notwithitanding 3ll the reaſons of State and m- 
tereſt of his Crown, he found ir equitable ro pate 
don my Daughters attempt, fince he had been 
oblig'd to leave his own Son unpunih'd 3 and 
that his regret was the more ſenſible, becauſe his 
ducceffor by this unhappy accident, was expos'd 
(O the Jult hatred of our genexous family : but as 
2 ſatizfaCFrion of my Sons loſs, he now reſtor'd my 
| Daughter; 
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Daughter, pretending by that means to bury our 
quarrel in oblivion. 

I accepted the Kings mercy to Azimea with all 
the teſtimonies of acknowledgement my duty 
bound me to, without relinquithing the hate([ 
had conceiv'd againit his Son, I had forgot to 
tell ou, that his Daughter was preſenc at this 
enter-view, who being noleſs paſſionate of my 
Sons memory, than ſhe had formerly been of his 
Perſon, upheld the intereſt of my Family ſtoutly, 
and confeſs'd open]y that if Veforez had not been 
ſo near of blood to her, ſhe would not have been 
ſo bravely prevented in the deſign of revenge, 

During the little abode | made at Court, my 
Daughter in her agreement making a ſuperficial 
reconciliation with the Prince, obtain'd his rivals 
pardon, whom they were content to banith, and 
withall made the Prince renounce his pretenceof 
Marriage with her, by an abſolute refuſal of that 
profter*d love he often mide, which poſſeſs'd him 
with as much violence as ever. 

Our affairs being thus handſomly compoſed, 1 
return'd to Garamee, where I] was noſooner ar» 
riv'd, but Labynerts ſent an expreſs, for me to go 
and joyn my troops with his, to carry on the 
War commenc'd againſt Cyaxares, I was already 
on my way to this purpoſe, when I receiv'd tyd- 
ings of his death, which made me change my re- 

ſolutions, and rurn my courſe towards you, t0 
whom | fly for Prote&ion againſt that bloody 
Tyrant whoſe cruelty, not fully gorg'd with my 
Son's innocent blogd, has often made him pro- 
fe(s,that if he ever came to be Soveraign,he g's 
J 
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by force conſtrain us eo repencance, and make 


my Daughter flexible roche laſt of his defires, 

Gorg:zs having thus wound up che ſeveral 
threds of his diſcourſe, Cyrus again repeated his 
embraces, and the promiſes he had made for his 
revenge, | proteſting he thould find in him the 
readieft perſon in the world to ſecond his reſenc- 
ments' and his Daughters excraordinary ge- 
nerolity. 

This .converftion was not broken off, till-the 
Medes-camein a joynt body, to preſent him with 
what they thought he would eſteem the richeſt of 
their purchaſe lately taken. 

{t was a woman of Sufiana, whoſe miraculons 
beauty darted aſtoniſhment and dangerons won- 
der into every eye that gaz'd upon her, the ap- 
pear*d ſadiindeed, but yet thac 1ainels was mix'd 
with ſo much conquering Majeſty, that it was 
ealie to be read how little pcwer the unhappinels 
of her Captivity had gain'd upon her ſpiric, Cyrus 
himſelf, who had no eyes bur for the blefled obs 
jet he ador'd,could nor refuſe them ſuch a grate- 
ful tight, he (tood ſtill a while wrapt wich the ad- 
miration of her perſon, and after he had receiv'd 
her wtth all thoſe high expreſſions of civility her 
condition ſeem''d toclaim, he underſtood the was 
the Wife of Abradate Prince of Suſiane, whom the 
Aſſyrian King, had ſenr to the King of Fadrie to 
make a | confederation of their Armies. The 
knowledge of her condition put him into the 
ſame terms of reſpe&t cowards her, as her beauty 
had of admiration, and cherefore unwilling to 
detain her in a prolix diſcourſe, which could nor 
bur 
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buc diſpleaſe in ſuch a condition, he left her the 
Full liberty of returning to her own company, 
with whom ſhe mighe condole, and try to diſmil; 
her ſorrows,only giving charge to a young Perſian 
Lo:d, nam'd A4reſpe, to havea particular care to 
creat her with thar honour which was due to her 
birch, and-merits. | 

Arafpe had from his youth been bred up in the 
Perſian Academies with Cyrus, to whole fortune 
he had fhnce particularly cy*d himſelf. Itſeem'd 
that Cyrus impofing the Commiſſion on himto 
guard this Voman, had conſulted with his incli- 
nation, for before ſhe w.s preſented to him (in- 
ſpir'd by the ſecrer motions of that fatal deftiny 
which none can avoid) Araſpe had already ſought 
her our amonglit all the other Priſoners, and being 
only invired to a compatllion for her Captivity, he 
had look'd on her with a more then ordinary cu- 
riolity. | 

Panthea ({o was the name of this beautifa] Prin- 
ceſs ) ar that preſent was but meanly clad, fitting 
amongtt her maids, who ſhew'd herno reſped, 
more than to any other, thereby to hide her. qua: 
licy from diſcovery : bur raiting her lelf before 
Araſpe,zvhom the judg'd co be foinc exrraordinary 
perton by the great throng thar follow'd at his 
heels, hepreſencly imagin'd that nacure had not 
plac'd ſo much Majeſty, as he remarked in her 
ation, and x ort, to one of ordinary birth and 
beauty. 

His opinion. did not deceive him, for the civi- 
lity heexpreſs'd,having oblig*d her tounvail that 
Divine face, which ſhe cill then had oy 
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bebind that cloud, his eyenot only met with-ſuch 


a ravithing complexion, and ſweet feature as dyd 
ſurpaſs the power, and liberty of fancy to ima- 
gine : but he reſenced the vertue of thoſe charms 
( whole ſecret Magick had comperd him to ſeek 
her out ) diving into the very centre of kis-breſt 
with love,and all-controuling palions. He had no 
ſooner (een her, but he dehc'd io eclipſe her from 
all others; but having ſuch a crowd of Witnefles, 
he was conſtrain'd, diſpice of all repugnancy, to 
conſent rhat ſhe ſhould be preſented to Cyris as 
the Medes had propounded, This new-born 
paſſion ſhe had ſhot into his ſoul, ſhook him with 
apprehenſion lealt Cyrus ſhould accept of her, and 
one may truly ſay thac he received with more 
joy, (though not without theallay of inward 
trouble) the command. of guarding her, then if 
they had beltow'd the richett Crowns, and Scepe 
ters in the world upon him. 

Cyrus who perceiv'd the emotions of his hearts 
charaCtred on his teli-tale face,would have known 
the cauſe, and wifh'd him above all chings if he 
found himſelf too feeble to withſtand ber charms, 
not to undertake the charge: the combat being 
the more dangerous, becaule thar fair enemy be- 
ing ever preſent, he muſt lye at a wary guard to 
cetend himſelf each moment, and enjoying vet a 
liberty that was uſurp'd by none, it would be dift- 
icule to refuſe thar bewitching Sex, invading it 
lo ſweetly : he added more-over that 'twas im- 
poſſible ro behold a beaucy like Panthes and not 
love it, but chen he mult preſccibe that affe&tion 
Yithin the limits of yertue, begauſe it did imporc 
them 
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them, very much to preſerve the reputaticn « 
their vitory unſtain'd, by right of which,the Cap. 
tives were indeed become (ubje@ to their juſt po. 
wer, butnot to their unlawtul paſſons, 

Araſpe having recover'd his ſecled countenance, 
anſwer'd that it was true indeed he had not beenfſ® 
able to eye ſo many miracles in one perſon with 
out aſtoniſhment, neither could he believe that 
any man living could be ſo dull as to behold her, 
and not find the hke ſentiments of reſpe& to 
wards her, as hedid in his ſoul; but yet he waf® 
not ignorant of the rules of his devoir, and tht 
trouble which might have overſpread his face,be- 
ingonly an effe& of his admiration, he affur'd 
him that whatever inclination he ſhould cheriſh 
for Panthea, it ſhould never exceed that which 
one ought not todeny to any beauteous perſon, 

Cyrus in -fine recommended the conitancy off" 
this reſolution to him, and told him at parting 
that he ſhould remember, it was difficult to ap-W 
proach the fire and nor be heated, that Tove deal-W 
ing treacherouſly in all his wayes, he muſt ſuſpetF* 
him, as one that never flatters but to hurt. Araſpe 
promis'd on his part diſpite of all thoſe notions 
in his heart that he would never go beyond an 
eſteem for her. But the rapid fireams of his in-F 
clination drove him far beyond all chefe bounds, 
and aftera few dayes ſiege, which he maintain'd 
againſt thoſe potent paſhons, he was compel'd to 
yeild.to their violent aſſaults, upon no better 
compolition than their uncertain mercy. 

If the firſt fight and preſence of Panthea had (0 
roverfully charm'd him, "tis eaſte to imagine my 

er 
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her. noble converſation wholly vanquiſh'd him : 
aps ſheſtudied every day, finding he treated her with 
ſuch choice reſpe&, to oblige him by a chouland 
new civilities, expreſſing a great care for his per 
ſon, and rendring him:in fine all the teſtimonies 


to, of love and amity thatthe could: have:expetted 
ch. {from a Siſter, -The effe&t of Panthea's civility was 


har iery different from whac ſhe defired, her deſign 
aming only to gain him\ for her friend, not per- 
caving that ſhe ingag*d him as a Lover, This 
poor Prince ſtifling the flame: afte&ion kindled in 
his breſt, by his diſcreecer filence, cthatthe might 


the | : 
Le. not break che-promiſe he had verbally ſeal'd to 
4 crns, conceal'd his-paſſiion. Bur this contagious 


malady of the mind infe&ed his body, and tir'd 
hat frail Cottage -with a burning Feaver, whole 
flames broughce thoſe f:cret thoughts to light, 
#hich betill chen had kept hidden, and though 
here did appear ſome extravagancy in his di- 
temper'd ſpeeches, yer it waseatic to- be knuw::, 
hat the remembrance of Panthea did alwa- cs 
eed his imagination, + She went often to vilic 
im, and though his fits redoubled at her pre- 
ace, yer he was ſomerimes of a more compoled 
pt it than when ſhe was not there, One day 
Fhen ſhe enquired of che Phiftcians of his mala- 
j,they told her chart in the extremity of his Fea- 
er he moſt cimes ſpake of her, bur yet ſhe could 
vt ſuſpet in the leaſt that this was any etfect of 
ove bur was perfwaded chat being ofcen in his 
lhe, the image ofher perſoti mighe often preſent 
tlelt co his fancy. 

Bu: coming another tirhe into his Chamber 
| when 
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when he was troubled in his wilder thoughts, ht 
turned cowards her,and with a vehement ſpeechj 
Well Madam, ſaid heto her, is.it not enough; 
rorment me with your remembrance, bur you 
mix{t come to kill me by your ighe? ſhall I hay 
no rcleaſe Tom thoſe deep ſufferings ? and my 
recovery being deſperate,am I forbidden thele 

confolation ? Yes, continued he, turning ſud 
denly trom her, and whiſpering to himſelf inz 
ſad cone; Lets dye fince *r1s the will of Heaven, 
for dearh is che only remedy for my affli&ions 
Ha! Panthea, cry'd heagain, darting his eye ups 
on her, afcer a liccle filence, Abradate 1s your hub 
band, Cyrus has forbidden me, [ have promis'dit, 
your devoir will not permit you, I ſhould violatt 
my Own :.But! --——l have reſiſted to my urmok, 
21:d 'ris you conſtrain me, 1s it not true Madam! 
with theſe wo: ds which he pronounced ſomewhat 
lou, he ceaſed from (peaking, and caſt his loo! 

wilhiy upon Paxthea, who being in amazement ut 
vchat he had ralked with (o much confuſion, nd 


Io! 


mY 


being able to comprehend ir, ſhe approacheaii 


nearer to his bed, and finding kim as ſhe thought 
11acalmer cemper 3 Is it poſlible, ſaid ſhe, dreſs 
that {hou be ſe unhappy as to have contri 
bured any thing to your (ufferings? what have 
done, which is fo harth co your remembrance} 
wit can it import you, that Abrodate is my hu 
band! whar has! yrs forbidden you ? what have 
You promis'd him ? wherein have I treſpaſs 
againl my devoir? what have I conſtrained you 
to do, good gods, 'gainkt which you have fo muck 
(ited; Tell me, 4raſpe, and affure your Y 
CM 
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that if yourhealth depended npon'me, thongh 
ere ide Satcliebed -righ ny ou ſhould 

tlnot be one: moments! tongerarn' this langinthing 

uondition, and choagh ] am unhappy in my for- 
une; believe ic, wilt not lye under the guilt of 
gratitnde-faprhoſe noble favoars } have recerv« 

4 but thajl eſteem che forenneof my captivity a 

teſfing, if chere be any meatis/lefe me at preſent 

wheteby 'roſerveyou ? | 

«Araſpe after! a:great gh, anſwer'd her with a 

j voyce,} perceive Madam, that the violence of 


ny Feaver has made me diſcoucteextravagantly, 
anaſham'dvobeſo-unprovided of firting ex» 
afes for it;and beg your pardon,it] have men» 
ond: your felf, or worthy 'Husband in my dif» 

npers: In that:condition yow;may gueſs, that 
'Weing not che Maſter of my! reaſon, 1 only talk 
zhat my extravagant imagination (aggeſts, and 


hat, which is may be, nip Devoir would forbid 
ne once to think on. Penthee. would not preſs 
tin further, and caſily believ*d,char what ſhe had 
dVheard was only the effe&s of his troubled fancy ; 
Therefore after ſhe had a while longer entertain'd 
Win-with much mildneſs, fhe lefe.che ſad Araſpe, 
nore turmoiled with his paſſion chan his Feaver, 
hich both cogethes ſet upon him with ſach vio» 
ce, preſently after her going, that the Phiſici- 

ns began to diſpair of his life, 
Cyrus, Tygranes, Artabaſus, and many other per- 
ons of qualicy being informed of it, came toge- 
'oUWner to. vide him} they found him in more dan» 
ger than he had been, and he noſooner perceiv'd 
ms, who:drew: near to his hed, but cafting a 
| H 2 fiirious 
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furious took upon him : Tis: you likewiſe 
crucl ſaid he, thar'feconded the Tyranny 


| 
c 
of her Devoir; I ſhould be lef& unhappy wereÞ 
not for.y ou, norſhonld I meevfo many obſtadeſ#n 
ro my content, were | not conſtrain'd by you 
conlideration. Hence, cruel, hence; what you ar þ 
come to perſecute me-with your':preſence, and n 
take away the very liberty of complaint. - Ah f 
too, too much! his ſobs, and hollow figh's blodWir 
up all the paſſages of ſpeech, and; the Phiſitianiy 
pecceiving his tranſport, intreated Cyras to with « 
draw, with all thoſe that accompanied him, uo 
give him alittle repoſe. He was no ſooner lelfffa 
alone but his reaſon returned to her ſeat, a 
quickly tam'd the tempeſt of his mind, ſo that f 
commanded one of thoſe that waited in hn; 
Chamber, to go and beſeech Panthes in his behalWlo 
rocometo him.. - m 
As ſoon as ſhe arriv'd he caus'd all the refiighm 
avoid the room, except one Gentleman whogico 
fidelity he might confde in, and one of Pantbeith 
Maids,and then ſeeing himſelfar liberty to ſpealbe 
he began thus : I find, Madam, that you are vi 
leſs ſurpriz'd to fce me in this tranquility of ſpinſſth 
at preſcnr, than you were before, when I had la 
the helm of my reaſon and judgemenc. Tian 
ſame cauſe nevertheleſs has produc'd theſe diffſte 
ferent effeAs, and that which occafioned my rudſee 
diftempers, coes now reſtore me to ſo ſmoothFall 
calm; that] can diſcover a ſecret to you, whicdſſſhe, 
ſhould yet conceal, did ] not find that rheq#ne 
proach of death obliged meto ir. This laſt e be 
- tremity, Madam may excuſe-me if there be an" 
remert 
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temerity in:declaring it to you, which ſo far con- 
W cerns my lifezthat 'cis the only thing which makes 
tf me looſe it now. ; ' Judge, Madam, whether | may 
not reveal it without a crime, I know however 
you will not. hear- ic withone {ame diſpleaſure, 
@ but] am confident likewiſe chat. you are £00 ge- 
andſ nerous to refuſe my pardon, which ]imp'ore be- 
ff foe 1 dye,together with the permiſſion ro diſcloſe 
od ic, At theſe words he madealitcle pauſe, to heap 
al phat ſhe would anſwer in that vacancy, bur per- 
bY ceiving his propoſition either too melancholly, 
, Yor too obſcureto gain a reply ; What, Madam, 
Leif aid he, do you not. yer underſtand me, muſt | ex- 
| und chat in plain terms, which | would hide in 
tru ſome manner from you, and..will you not take 
M notice of my paſſion, unle(s Lay expreſly, tha [ 
love you? Ah Madam, chat word will coſt me 
my life, I can add no more, and "cis (ufticient for 
my ſatisfaion that you know ir. He could not 
command ſtrength enough, . eicher ro draw our 
Wthechred of his diſcourſe any longer, or to expect 
Fher anſwer, his ſences taking chejs flight rogether 
with his ſpeech, and Panthea;;behojding him in 
piſthis condicion, reſſented the uproar of many paſ- 
fons trugling in| her breſt rogether : modeſty, 
anger, and compaſſion invaded her mind, ſothat 
ite was ſome moments in a deep ſuſpence, but 
ſeeing thoſe that were by, ſo bully imploy'd 50, 
aſliſt him, ſhe recover'd ſo much pitcy as to lend, 
ber beſt endeavours, and cruly one may ſay thar 
Wile alone was able to revive] him, as ſhe had only 
been the occaſion of his troubles, Soſoun as the 
aF4as approached, his nature gather'd up. jits 
-a 3 ſtrength 
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irength, and- his epes rerarting "to their nl 
offices, beholding her in tharwbliging imploylf 
_ his rongue'wnty'd ir {elf ih theſe expreſ 
Hons. q 21:2 i3>) 3 IJUOf3:% | + "if 
' Ha, what, Madam,” will: you not have me dy: 
afrerſo prefurptuoiss declaration, do/you pre 
tend'toture me, ſtriving to makeme live. - Ye 
reparted Panthea, ] will not have you dye, thot 

I do not pretend (your cure,” having no remed 
for your malady,ycu only aretheicauſe of it ye 
ſelf, and if yon found any inclination to love, y« 
ought not to have undertaken the charge of 'me 
Nevertheleſs what belp | can comtribate, withe 
a prejudice to my honour, you may juſtly hoy 
for. - Tolove 1snot a crime,'{ confeſs it, Aral 
and provided yoit manage your affeFion accord b 
ing co the laws of vertue, 1 conſent to it : but d 
nor break the rules which I prefcribe you, if it ſt 
fice you, as you would have me believe, tharlfll 
fhould only be acquamted with it, ] ſhall efteemit 
ever real;ſo long as you do notioffend my reput 
tion, look toyour health only, -and make it'app 
rear to Panthea, who intreats you, that your afk 
frion being not guilty, 1s capable to bring yonul 
much repoſe and content, as it hath coſt” yo 
trouble. | FT 


' If I have ever wi{t"d to dye, reply'd Araſfe, to 
end my torments, I'do as earneſtly now 'nnploit 
the gods, to ſuffer me ro live, fince you command 
it, Madam, that I mey reftifie by my reſpe&s, and 
ſervices, the immorcal obligations I owe to you 
:infnite - bounty, which does concede far mot 
than my moſt Aartering hopes could ever pro! 


4:4 miſe, 
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» afmiſe, by permitting meto love you : my ambicion 
Freach'd no higher but to diſcover ig before my - 
«rfideath, and [ſhall be, if I may live, heuceforth roo 
appy, in my afſiduous endeavours ro make” 
Mnown that the bent of all my worthieſt aftions 
Mend only rothe honour of your ſervice. 
M This conference gave no lefs eafe and comfort 
nebſto Araſpe, than it occafioned rrouble,and aſtoniſh- 
ment tro Panthes, She was no ſooner alone, bur 
xamining in her own chaſt choughts all chac had 
aſs'd, ſhe accus'd her ſelf of coo much'complai- 
ance, as if ſhe had forfeited chart fevere vercue in 
hichche world does make a Ladies honour con- 
it, and feared leaſt che permiſhon'ſhe had grant- 
fled him to continue his fair affeftions, ſhould ſpur 
bim on beyond reſpe& and decency. Bur after- 
4vards ſhe excus'd her ſelf of fondneſs upon that 
reight of obligations which {he ow'd, and 
thought ſhe conld in civility donolels,than ſuffer 
in honeft and vertuous friendſhip. 
K On the other part, 4raſpe had quitea contrary 
(opinion, he conſtrued Panthea's civility fo much 
to his own advantage, that taking-the conſent ſhe 
1a lowed his affe&ion, co be meant a recaliation 
ofſÞſequal'to his paſsion, he rook a-nice care of his 
recovery, that he might be able to reap the friics 
roffot his defires. This vain preſumption had almoſt 
welſ81!oſt him, he laid by all reſpe&, which herc1ill then 
42d obſerved towards her, and follow*d hi: own 
bead-ftrong paſſions, fo that Paxthez finding her 
lelf dangerouſly perſecuted by his inſolenc court - 
ſhip, was conſtramn'd co prefer the bill of her com- 
plaints to Cyr#7, who weighing how important it 
'$ 4 | was 
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was towards his affairs not to offend a Princef; 
whole Husband with his forces might go near tc 
curnthe <caleon either 1de, whom he pretended 
to court to a compliance by the mediation of his 
excellent Princeſs, he took her out of his keeping 
and made her all the noble ſatisfattion that wa 
pollble for her to expe&. 

Abour thus time Cyrus went into Garamee, har 
by the City of Oroba, where Gobrizs - was making 
preparations for his reception. He encamped 
thereabout, and being attended with the prince 
pal Ofticers and Nobility of his Army, made hy 
earrance, which was as magnificent. on his par 
as it was proud and coſtly on the inhabitant 
{The peoples loud acclamations declar'd with 
bow much joy. he was receiv'd. Gobrzas with 1 
great Train of Nobles gallantly mounted, an 
richly cloathed, went forth to mect him, an 
condudgted him to his Palace, where his Daughte 
the generous Azimea, and all the great Ladies 
ceived them ; thisceremony being performed 0 
either part with a thouſand civil expreſſions. Th | 
made him preſents pt a vaſt ſum of money,anda 
the other rarities which the Qrcieng does product, 
the which he nobly accepted, bur it was only t1 
rebore them to {4Zimea, 'to: whom he proferd 
them ſo gracefully,thar ſhe could not refuſc then 
with handſomeneſs, after ſhe had long diſpute 
with him for generoſity, and that he had protelt 
ed more-over that if he commenc'd that Wa 
againſt the 4{ſyrians for reaſons of State. the de 
fires to ſerve her and co revenge hier juſter mt! 
etts {ſhould be henceforch the princival _ 
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aake him continue and carry it on, to confirm 
Enbich, having given ber his hand, he followed her 
1dedflinto many ſpacious rooms, whole furnigure for 
f higf beauty, and magnificence gave no leſs wonder 
ing than delight z and afterwards taking his quiet re- 
poſe for a ſhort ſpace (having contraed ſome 
wearine(s1n viewing the rarities of one of the fair- 
eſt houſes in all Afia,and viſiting the fortifications 
about the City) being ſomewhat refreſhed of that 
f coile, he cook his farewcll of Gobrias, (who earn- 
eſtly intreated him to honour him with His pre- 
ſence at ſupper, and paſs away ſome dayes in that 
City) and returned to his Camp, preferring thag 
ſober frugalicy which the Perſians obſerve in their 
diet, before the delicacy of thoſe exquilite meſſes 
which Gobrzus prepared at his ſplendid entertajh- 
ments. * * - | | rf 
Amongſt thoſe whom the beauty of the Ladies 
of Garamee had inamour'd E:ijtaſpe Lientenanc 
General of the Perſian Cavalry, was one, being 
conquer'd by Azimea's, but whatever advantage 
he promiſed himfelf from Cyr#s favour, who 
dearly loved him, co whom Gobrias had abſolutely 
committed che diſpoſal of his Daughter; yer he 
durſt not fly lis choughts (o high as co pretend 
affe&ion towards a Princeſs, who had been eleft- 
ed forthe Sceprer of Aſyria, and ſo generouſly 
refuſed un. He propounaed neverthelels ro ſerve 
her, and to become, if poſlible, the miniſter of her 
vengeance, to merit at leaſt by that ation ſome 
acknowledgement from her goodnels, 4t he durſt 
not expect it from her love, 
[n che mean while, Cyr wa: full of moſt ſtrange 
35% 2": —_* =  Inquietudes, 
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inquietndes, ' he appear'd fo fad, and was f@ 
troubled and impatient, that the warlike occu- 
pations for the Conqueſt of 4fſria, not being able 
rodivert him from the thoughts of his dear Prin- 
cefs, it ſeem*d that Sybariz and Abracome were too 
flow in ſending him the news he languiſhc to hear, 
Gobrias who was unacquainted with the caaſe of 
his trouble,and had a great defire to be informed 
of it, meeting Artabaſe in a Garden walking with 
Merame, and rhe Hircaniaz Prince accoſted them, 
and having molded his diſcourſe upon' chat ſub- 
Jet, ic rempted the Hircanian Prince, and Merame 
with the like curioſity of enquiry, who Joyntly 
declaring to Artabaſe the obligation it would be 
toinftrutrhem in the happy knowledge of what 
ſo nearly jconcern'd their noble General, bein 
all ſeated in a pleaſant Arbour, Artabaſe to fee 
their greedy delires and attentions, commenc'd 
his diſcourſe in this manner. | 
| You may have great reaſon to wonder at the 
bl:ck melancholly ofa Prince viorious over his 
enemies, glorious for his heroick a&ions, and 
happy, in fine, in all appearance, ifever any man 
were. A Prince to whoſe high valour all others 
yeild their powers, either in ſeeking his prote&i- 
on, or flying from his preſence. The melanchol- 
Iy nevertheleis, which is ſo legible to you on his 
countenance, 13 one of che effe&s of his firſt vio» 
ry he gained m this V/ar, the Lawrels which com- 
»0s'd that Crown of triumph, were interlaced 
with thoſe Thornes which yet cormenc him, he 
having loſt his repoſe and liberty amongR thoſe 
whom the chance of War hed made his Caprives: 
HCL 
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but that | may entirely ſatisfy the curiofity which 


you may have to know the compleate hiſtory of 
this young Heroe, who in his rendereft yeares 
perform fach a&ions as are too rare to be paſs'd 
over in filente,” you maſt permit me to take my 
riſe from thoſe rrmes. Erbdrs 


} 


The Hiſtory of Cyrus «ud Birmthea, 


You cannotbut have heard of thoſe celebrous 
Academies in Perſia, where vertue alone pre- 
fides, and where they arc ſo well taughe to 
practice ie, *Twasin thoſe learned ſchooles.Our 
Prince was bred and inftrufted, whole conditi- 
on did not diſpenſe him from the {everity of 
thoſe lawes which they obſerve, they gave him 
no other but the nc hex courſe nouriſhment 
of bread and crefſes, and ſarisfied his thirſt wich 
natures ptain-bererage, a diſh of warer, thereby 
to accuſtorne him ro undergoe hardſhip when 
he ſhould come to be more neceſſarily acquain- 
ced with it intive of war : they taught him like- 
wiſe to ſhoot-exa&ly with a bow, and caſt a ſpear, 
with all thofe other exerciſes which concern the 
epility and vigour of the body. In a word, he 
was treated with the ſame rigour as all the other 
were, the only difference that could be noted 
was, the wonderful aptitude, and readineſs of 
dis attaining every thing wuh. facility. Among 
all his condiſciples there was not any that could 
parale) his aFivity of body : and for learning, 

| | none: 
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none ever made a greater progreſs in ſo ſhort 1 
time; and concerning all thoſe little intrign 
and differences, which ,ever happen amongl 
children, as thefcs, rapine, calumny, ingrati 
tude, deceits, and other ſuch like crimes, he 
was made judge, and fo behav'd himſelf, that 
ſuch as are moſt perfeC in the lawes ; and have 
a long time weilded the ſword of juſtice, never 
pronounced more equitable and judicipus ſen- 
tences, nor could the ableſt barriſter have 
ſhap'd better pleas to defend innocency, or have 
beap'y more preſling reaſons on the head of guil 
tineſs, then he continually did, 

Theſe. rare advantages of body and mind, 
conjoyn'd to his illuſtrious birth made him þ& 
come ſo famous, that Aſtiages his Grandfather 
formerly King of the Megdes, the Father of Cyax+ 
arez, having heard a recital of ſo many wonders, 
was extreme deſtrous to fee him. Cyrus as you 
know is {on of Cambyſes King of Perſia, and Mane 
dune the daughter of Aſtzages, His Mother would 
ncedsgo into Medza to condud him to his grand- 
father, who found by him, that Fame , which 
uſrally exceeds in her report of other things, 
wanted both mouthes and breath.co proclaime 
all the excellent qualities of this young Prince, 
Hefound him more compleate every way they 
report had blazon'd, the diſpohtion of his body 
and poſture, was handſomer and more taking 
then he could poſſibly fancy, and beyond that, 
he found {o mature a judgement, and ſuch a 
ſparkling vivac!ty of wit, as he confeſs'd, that all 
what had bee! celated, though that were many 

eps 
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eps above a fond beliefe, was yet 'ſo much be< 
neath:the.exquiſice indowments ke now really 
met with: in his perſon, chat nothing bur the 
teftimony'of his own ſight, could ever have per- 
ſmadedas a truth. Ina word;the infinite charmes 
and graces of his perſon,and ſpirit were ſo many; 
that it may juſtly releaſe me from repeating them 
it will ſuffice co tell you, rhatin an age (o tender 
and Blooming,which eafily receives any impreſſi- 
on, not having yct ſtept over fourteen yeares, 
he had ſuch ſol1d principles of vertue, that che 
delicious 'and ſoft lives they led in Meds could 
never corrupt his nobler ſentiments. 

- The firſt cime he ſaluted his grand-father 
Aſttages, ſeeing him richly habited, having ma- 
ny jewells, anda (weetcloud of perfumes about 
him, he freely avowed that the modeſt. phaincſs 
the Perſians obſerve in their veſtments; pleaſed 
him fat beyond it, and heprefer'd the ſober fru- 
galiry of his former wholeſome diet, before the 
dainty viands, they now preſented to his taſte. 
In fine, amidſt all that delicacy, he kept himſelf 
up ſtrily, to that rigid vertue he had praftiſed 
at home, all that he learned amongſt them was 
ro mannage a horſe, becauſe in his country it 
was neither ſo frequent, nor lo perfe&ly taughc, 
as ſoon as he had attained this skill, he went 
continually ro hunting with Cyaxares the ſon of 
Aſtiages,. in which exerciſe having given many e- 
videnc proofs of his valour and a&tivity,heacded 
one morealſoof his courage in an occafton of 
-war which profter'd it ſelf at that time, 
Aſtiages having been advertis'd that the Aſjri- 
. ans 


ax endammaged his frontiers by their continu« 
all pillaging, and frequent incurſions, ſent Cy 
exares with a competent ſtrength to repulſe and 
ramechem, Then was it that Cyrus felt char ge+ 
nerous ardour firſt boylingin his youchful veins; 
which cthealarm's of war dces uſe to kindle in vas 
liant breaſts, In lieu of following his unckles ftepy 
as a volunteer, he put himſelf in the head of 
cheir troops, as if he only had been their, Caps 
tain, (ſo that neither Cyexares nor the Medes had 
any other condu& but his own, nor could the 
podof war himſelf have inſpir'd them with more 
courage then did his noble A He was (6 
heated in the fight, and thruſt himſelffo far a+ 
mongſt the thickeſt of the enemies, who, already 
began to fly before the fury of this young Con- 
querour, that Cyaxares fearing leaſt he ſhould too 
eagerly engage himſelf ina further purſute, was 
conftrain'd to goe in perſon and fetch him of, 
In fine all his a&ions bred every day. newand de- 
ſerving admiration, nor did Aſtieges returne him 
to his Father Camiyfis, bur with regret, who co- 
veted to have ſo ineftimable a jewell m' the 
poſleflion of his own dear embracements, having 
heard what a new luſter and glory his frelh vifto- 
ries had put upon his fame. Returning into 
Perfia, he carried all the hearts and affe&ions of 
the Medes along with him, which they paid rea- 
dily down in myriads of happy wiſhes,8 bleſſings 
at his departure, fo generally he acquir'd their, 
love and zealous reſpe&s, by thoſe good offices 
he render'd them whilſt he refided there;and the 
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obliging - carreſles with which he treated all 


men, | 
ad 8 Shortly after his recurne from Media, Aſtiages 
264 ff died, and Cyaxeres bis ſon, and his ſuccelior co 
17; | che Empire, found himſelf dangerouſly aflaulced 
by all che Afian puiſſance at once. Labyetws 
King of the Aſhrans having already ſubdued 
all Sirza, rendred the Arabians tribucaries, and 
vanquiſht the Hircanians and the Batjrians be- 
lieved that if he could but hang his chains upon 
the Medes and Perſians, he ſhould find no more 
enemies fo powerful as to diſpute his intire con- 
queſt of Afis. He had ambition enough for this 
defign: but doubting of his fttrength rocarry him 
thorow, he wrote to the King of Lydie, co him 
of Cayadecia, to the Phrigians, Indians, the people 
oo of Caria and Cilicia, cajolling and intreating 
as © them co enter into confederation, and under- 
of, © take a war with him againſt the Medes and Per- 
e= © f1a15, whoſe firong alliance he perſwaded them to 
m {© feare, repreſenting how neceflary it was for them 
o- | toknit, andunite their force together, to in- 
he © vade and diffolve them, whom alone they nei- 
ng | ther would be able to ſuppreſs, or refrſt, This 
0». | reaſon engaged ſome of theſe Princes to joyn 
to. | vith him, the others being oblig'd alſo to con- 
of || ſent either as being their vaſſalls, or ther 
2+ Þ friends. | 
gs The mighty preparations which were made in 
ir, © *1] choſe nations for this war, could not beſo 
es || ſecretly managed, but Cyaxares had notice given 
ze | fim of it, and leaſt this rempeſt, which ſo hor- 
rdly menac'd him, ſhould ſuddenly breake up- 
on 
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on his head and over-flow him unprovided, he 
quickly caus'd a numerous Army to be levied in{t 
his own kingdome, and wrote to Cambyſes King 
of Perſia intreating him to joyn forces with him, 
fince the 'intereſt ro oppole theſe Enemies wa 
equall rothem both, and to' conſtitute his ſon 
general of thoſe men he would ſend, becauſe ht 
was ſo indeared to the Medes, and they built ſuch 
mighty, confidence and hopes on his magnani 
mity, by thoſe early proots he had already car 
ved with his.{\word when he was amongſt them; 
that they believ'd the greateſt helpe that ever 
heaven could lend chem, would be the preſence; 
and condutt of that young Prince. | FF 
Cambyſes hugg'd the propolition of CyaxardF 
with the more willing, embraces, becauſe the glo-W 
rious eſteem they ſet upon his ſon concerned hims 
ſelf ſo neerly He caus'd thirty thouſand ſouldier) 
to be raiſed with all poſhible diligence over 
whom Cyrw, by the full vote of the Councel off 
war wasele&ed genera), and the very nexc day 
having caus'd his army to berang'd in battalia, 
heeftabliſhe him in this high office, whilſt chey 1 
were offering the ſacrifices, uſual on ſuch occe-Y; 
ftions,the ayre was fil'd with extraordinary light- 
ning and thunderys, which ſeem'd to ſpeak the 
»ods conſent to this ceremony, to which the Yi 
touldiers repeated a thouſand loud acclamations 
of joy, which they ſcntup to Heaven for his prol- 
perity. 1: Y 
The air in fine having recover'd the beauty of W,, 
its former ſerenity, Cyr# impoſed filence thorow 


the whole Army, and ftanding in an eminent 
place 
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' {a ffplace from whence his words. might reach their 
| in hearing moſt diſtin&ly,. he made this following 
inoMfarangue to his ſouldiers, 


ſon The Harangue to the Perſian Army. 


ani. 1 a2 extremely glad fellow ſouldiers, that heaven by 
car- W's bappy auguries bas authoriſed the choice which Cy» 
em;{Fxares, a4 Camby les have made of me, to be your 
meral : bur though this office be due to my birth, as bee 
wo ſont tothe one, and the others Nepven, and that Þ 
ma, in myſelf, courage, and reſolution ſufficient 19 
mdergoe it, I muſt confeſs, nevertheleſs, that. I ſhall 
and in ſome need to be ſupported by yours alſo,- and 
e muſt reciprocally, by our joynt valour, ſecond the 
ers ture which the gods promiſe felicitous to us :. other- 
verWiſc, ſouldiers, if by our unmanlineſs only, the event of 
| of Wu war ſhould fall ſhort of the hopes we have, to make 
day I ſucceed according to our own deſires, and the gods 
lias Would abandon us to all the misfortunes which commonly 
1ey Witend x ſhameful defeate, we ſhwld not however have 
aſe to complain that they were wanting in the pro- 
ht- ſe of that vifory they now proclaim to us by the 
the with of thunders : For to judge aright , dear compa-= 
che Wioys, theſe horrid claps which ſeem to be the te(t;monies 
ons I their favourable couſent to our juſt defignes, doe ad- 
ol- ertiſe us likewiſe that they have power to avenge them» 
of ves upon their Enemies. An4 who, I pray you, are 

rr Enemies, but thoſe that turne their backs to ho- 
r, to prop and maintain injuſtice and cruelty,and will 
Yor. 
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vu nt acknowledge with me, that if they ſeem to « 
clare themſelves for us againſt the Aſſy rians, beraif 
that aation aſſaults us wrongfully, and with much þ, 
neſs, they at the ſame time menace thoſe among} 
who have not vertue or Courage enough to defend thel 
nor of their country, their Princes reputation, togethn 
with their deare parents lives, and their own famili 
ſecurity ; but u t to rove ſo far to point out the in 
ments of their threatning vengeance, doe we not þ 
already, that the Afſyrians have uaſheatb'd the 
thir/iy ſwords, and if by our ignoble cowardiſe, we re 
der our ſelves unworthy of heavens protefion, mny 
thoſe barbarous people be made the rod to puniſh us. 

1s therefore beware ſoldiers, of betraying the interef 
juſtice and our own ſafety, let us not pull our ruine | 
err own heads, ſince we taks arms but to preſerve 01 
ſelves, lets carry on the war with as much courage as 
commence it with fixed reſolutiony and let us ſhow t! 
Aſſyrians, that "tis not without reaſon they have Conf 
derated 0 many nations in ene body againſt us, and ft 
ſo many thouſands a foote, ſince they ſhall find it no weak 
oppoſition : and that they are decerv'd in their defi 
to invade us, we going now to prevent them, and ty 
the bloody fireame of war upon themſelves. 


The wholearmy anſwer'd this harangue wit! 
many redoubled thours and acclamacions, which 
ſpoke the lowldiers impatience to be facing thet 
enemies, agamfſt whom they now were ſudden] 
romirch, The Captains and ail the moſt ex 
pri ot ers of war, confeſs'd they never unde 
to0k # Yoyage With a more promiling aſſurance 
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of vitory,then now under this young, but hope- 
ful General, 1 he orders in fine, were given £0 
{et forwardcs within E190 l Cayes, Th atch tie 
Cyrus received the adiets 110m all the Nobility, 
and the King his >" 04 rook his tarewel 
alſo of his deare Mother the Queen, with the 
Prince(s Azrumane his lifter. The ; appointed day 
being come, Cambyſes would needs accompany 
hirz to the borders that were contiguous. to Pere 
he, ( where being arrived a mio! ity Eagle ap- 
peard flying at his right han |) and hav mg taken 
his laſt leave of his Father, and che pods 0: Pey- 
fu, at his entrance into Media he adored thei; 
deities, and went to C yaxares his unckle, who 
was advanced very near the frontires to receive 
him, and teftifed by all the becoming tokens of 
civility and aff: tion, the joy and intinite con- 
tenche reflented ar his arrival. 

Cyrus who as yet hadletinno other paſſicns to 
governe his young foule, bur the ambition to 
improve the glory of his courage, hearing the 
Enemies were yer at a great diftance, imploy' a 
his time in che continual exercites of war, for 
which he ordained many prizes which he moſt 
commonly won faire!y hiumiclf, with more aftl- 
ty and «kill hen fortune; bur art lengrh being 
yy d with their long ſtay, fearing leaſt che idle- 
nels and delighcs otchac country thould ruſt or 
enervate his (ouldiers wonted couraze, he in- 
treated his unckle ro give him leave to march to- 
wards thoſe Aſyrians whole tedious delay thew'd 
lome unwillingne(s in them to come to any 


blowes, Cyaxares who ſtudied nothing but to 
"2 defend 


116 BIRINTHE A. 


defend hinielf, becauſe he knew his numbers leſs 
then the Enennes.and being ever poſle(s'd witha 
kind of feare,made the arrival of fomeIndian Am» 
baſſadors the prerext to ſtay him, ſhowing him 
the neceſſicy there was that he ſhould know the 
ſubject of their negociation defore he precipita- 
ted his affairs, Theſe Ambaſſadors being appoin- 
ted audience, declar'd the command they had 
from their King to ſpeak with him, and the Per- 
fra Monarch,to know, what reaſons moved them 
to make war, and aſcertain thoſe that ſhonld 
proceed moſt juſtly, of a powerful afliſtance from 
him, on their behalf, and after they had learn'd 
from Cyaxares own mouth, that he arm'd himſelf 
only to withſtand the Aſſyrians, and bridle their 
infolence, and ambition, they rook their leaves 
of him, and bearing away with them the pre- 
tence that detained Cyrus, they left him full ls 
berty to preſs his march with more eagerneſs, 

( yaxares nevertheleſs, who believ'd he wanted 
as mich ſtrength as he did courage, indeavour'd 
by many con{iderations to keep them back ſtil), 
the cheiteit chere of being a want of money at 
chat preſent, which is the only foule, and life of 
war.Bur this which he propounded as an obſtacle, 
ſpur'd him on with the greater ſpeed, and gave 
ihe ſt motion to his generous expeditions, 
which have rais'd him fince to the proudeſt pitch 
of glory char ever Conqueronr could hope or 
wiſh : for being perfe&tly acquainted with all his 
uncles affairs, he remembred that he had heard 
{iy Artaban the King of Armenia had refus'd to 
>ay him the cribure of fifty talents which he 
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ow'd him for thoſe Provinces that Ajtiages had 
formerly conquer'd, nor was he very haſty to 
anſwer their demands of thoſe troops he was ob- 
lig'd to furniſh them withall : wherefore he told 
(yaxares that he ought to begin his war hrit with 
his own rebells, thatſo he might not have any 
domeſtick Enemies within his bowels; and thar 
by reducing Artebanco his becoming Devoir, it 
would caſt a bridle on the remainder of his {ub- 
jects necks, and keep them in the roalJe of due 
ozedience. 

This propoſition having been canvas'd, and 
conſulted on in the Counlei of war, was toun 
to be very rational, and they judg'd it convent- 
ent toatraque the Armenian, who fed his ſtub- 
borne inſolency, only with the faire promiſes of 
protefion from the Aſſyrians, For this purpoſe 
Cir made a great match of hunting thereby to 
draw ſome troops, under that colour, neer che 
mountains of Armeniz ; and Cyaxarecs, to take ot 
all Cuſpition of any (ſuch deſt;n, feigned that he 
went tO Vilic the frontier garriſons in perſon, in 
each of which he left a good number of ſouldiers, 
which Cyrus afterwards ſecretly ſent under the 
command of Chryſante ro poſſefs themſelves of 
ſome paſſages, in the mouncains, of great im- 
portance. | 

Before Artaban could beinformed of their en- 
terpriſe, Cyr, diſpatche.l a Courier to him, by 
whom he gave him norice that he was entred up» 
on his dominions to receive that money, and 
thoſe ſouldiers he was obliged to furniſh his 
uncle with, or to ferch them in perſon ar che 
head of a potent ariny, who would ſoon wring 
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this ont of his hands,if he reius'd a preſent com- 
P1L2NCE. 

Never was Prince more perplexed, or amazed 
then Artaban at this demand .hevever could i 
magine that Cyax ares having tuch puitſant - Ene- 
mies could think of any thing but co defend him- 
{:if: rhepromife he had made to the Aſſyreans 
no: to fend any afliitance to the Medes, and the 
preſence ota reſolute; Army which chreatned to 
torce him to his devoir, fuſpended his judge 
meiit a while. 

In fine havivg return'd, wi aniwer to Cyrus, 
many excufive delatory reaſcns , proteſting an 
unpoltib'lity to farisfy him for che prefent, hint- 
ing that himfelf was 1m diſtreſs of men, and trea- 
ture for his own fecurity,and could not ſpare any 
co others He choughe to ſteale himſelf from their : 
pu.{uites amonglit the forreits, and inacceſſible 
mountains mchat country, till by the helpe' of 
the Afyriuns, ro whum he ſent Jetters of his con- 
GHicion, he werein a poſture rodrive them' out a- 
gain Ja this reſoluron he left the campania 
open to his Enemies, and having caus'd his wife, 
41d children, with his richeit crealnres robe lhel- 
rer{ in the forrefts under the ſave guard of one 
oh ſons nanv'd Fhrarrte, he gather'd as many 
(ou ichiens 45 poilibly 11E could, {O i:1nder hs FEnes» 
nes from ranging ebourt his lands, but Cyrus ad- 
Vancing with his main body, foon difperfed thoſe 
tat had retited his ftore-runners, and con- 
ſtrain'd Artaban to quit the polls he was pollefſed 
Ol. | 

Cyr 
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Cyr, who would not give hrs Enemy the lea. 
fure to make his own choice of a retreare, pur- 
ſued him ſo clofs, thatnotwithftanding the difh- 
culty of the wayes and thicknes of the forreſts, 
he never loft his fight. Artaban would wiltingly 
have made his eſcape by fome concealed pact, 
bar che providence of his Enemy had cur of all 
poſſibility of an eſcape before : ſo rthar he was :c 
lerigch ſhut up within thoſe mountains, winch 
debar*d all further flighe, and Cyrus no fooncr 
found he had reduc't him to the inevitable ne- 
ceſſicy of yeilding co hnngerand chirft, or throw 
himfelf into che danger of a fighe, bur he (cnt 
him a Trumpetter, by whom he exhorted him 
to difpure for his liberty generouſly, rather chen 
pine away wich meager famine, which coufd 
not be refifted: but the Armenian defferr'd always 
to anfwer him, tif he heard the heart piercing 
news of his wife, and childrens, being fallen into 
the hands of Chryſante. 

Thefe tydings ſab'd him to the fovle with 
eriefe, and ftaggard his former reſolution not 
to yeifd till the laſt extremity 3 he came down 
into the plaines, judging it now betirerto ſave or 


loofe himſelf with his diſconſolate famil., chen 


by an obſtinate and vain reſiſtance to inflame the 
juſt anger of his generous Conqueror, at whoſe 
trintmphant feet he came and cait himſelf ro im- 
plore his clemency. Cyrvys having received him 
as King, bur yer asa rebel] King and prifoner, 
gave order for the troops,thar came in with him, 
to be diſperſed among! his own, and w'thour 
waſting further time, according to the exprets 
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command injoyn'd him by - his uncle Cyaxares, 
he aſſembled the principal of his Army, before 
whom he (ummon'd Artabaz to appeare, who 
having loſt his courage with his liberty,preſented 
himſeif rather in the poſture of a guility perſon 
chen an affiited Prince. Afﬀcer ſeveral interro» 
gations made to him, this unhappy King could 
alledge nothing to excuſe his rebellion but the 
detire togain an abſolute liberty for his ſucceſſor, 
by ſhakingoof the yoke of being tributary, be 
made him firſt acknowledge how unjuſtly he had 
refus'd to. furniſh his uncle with the men and 
money he demanded, having ſo good title to 
them, and how baſely he had proffer'd afliſtance 
to the A4ſhrians, with whom he had ſecretly 
treated, and having afterwards asked him hoy 
he would chaſtiſe a vaſlal that ſhould thus betray 
him , he drew that neceſſary condemnat 10n 
out of his own mouth, which ſentenc'd him to 
death, | 

Whilſt Cyrus was imploy 'd about thisfad doom, 
Chryſante arriy*d, who brought in the Armenia! 
Queen and her children as priſoners : but to obey 
the command he receiv'd from his Uncle to put 
that miſerable Prince todeath, Cyrus ordered ex- 
preſly that they ſhould not ſutler them to come 
together, nor let them in the leaſt know what was 
inrended, to ſhun that confli& of compaſſion 
which their tears, and the rigour of his duty 
would raiſe in his noble breaſt. 

The Armenian Queen liv'd yet in the happy 1g: 
norance of her Husbands miſery and caprivity, 
but when {he from her Charior,beheld him gong 
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forth from the Tent circled within a Guard of 
lar ES a viſage whereon the expe&ation 


of death had already epitomized all his fears and 
horrors, ſhe threw her ſelf down ſuddenly with 
bitter cryesz and renting the vail which covered 
her head, with extream violence, ſhe furiouſly 
bent her precipitate ſteps toward thoſe that held 
Artaban, endeavouring with earneſt prayers, and 
interrupted reproaches, and threats to wreft him 
from their hands ; when Cyrus warn'd of the dif- 
order by the ſad noiſe and moans which reach'd 
his ear, came forth to know the Original ofit. 
The fury of this almoſt diſtraged woman, 
whom he knew not to be the Armenian Queen ar 
firſt ſurpriz'd him, and being told by one of the 
Souldiers who it was, he approach'd to appeaſe 
her : but ſhe continued ſtill her fruitleſs violence, 
perfiſting in her mournful cryes,thag chey {hould 
either lead her with Artaban,or kill her reſenc]y ? 
till being told that Cyrus was there vole, ſhe no 
ſooner knew him,bur falling at his feet, and ſup- 
preſſing her furious tone,changing it into accents 
of ſupplication z ſhe -implor'd . him with all the 
melting language thoſe dolorous paſſions could 
ſuggeſt to one, who having already loſt her King- 
dom and liberty, beheld her Husband led away 
in chains, by whom alone ſhe could conceive the 
ſmalleſt glimpſe of hope to be reſtor'd to any 
happineſs again. Cyr was ſtooping juſt to raiſe 
her up when the noiſe of ſome approaching Ca- 
valiers interrupted his civility. They brought 
him a new priſoner, whom at firſt fight he had no 
cognizance of, but which the Queens redoubleg 
wh AXE | os  (arieks, 
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a7! crys foon made him know. ' Tt was 

| : Tygr«nes, eldeſt Son of Artaban, whois 

© p:21nc wm this Army, he being then juft re. 

111 froma Voyage he had made, fell into thel 
Perſians nands, before he was acquainted that any 
Enemies had footing in 'his Fathers Country, 
His Mother no ſooner ſpied him, but ſhe eryed out 
ſo dolefully that ir increaſed his aſtoniſhment, 
and the beholders pitty ; and you dear Son, will 
you be likewiſe one addirion more to our heap of 
forrow ? the anger of the gods would not be 
fully ſatisfied,if their injuſtice had not drag'd you 
hither, to compleat the ſad cataſtrophe of our 
ruine, Come, come, approach yer ncarer Son; 
ſuffer him, Cai ſhe co Cyrus,roſee his Father once 
before he dyes. Conlider, Tygranes, in what 
loſt condicion is Artabax ? and how undone your 
Mother, Wife, Siſter, and all relationsare, and 
then, otell me wherefore you came hither ? but 
you unmerciful and angry. deities, why have you 
brought him to us'? 1s it tocatch the falling 
Crown and Sceprer, and ſupport the reeling 
Throne which your injuſtice batters down (0 
cruelly. Ha! no, *cis to involve the heyre, to- 
gether with the other leſſer reliques of our un- 
happy Family, in one general deſtru&ion, lealt 
any ſhould furvive our rugged fate, You gods 
therefore, I do retratt my former words, for 
] perceive there is ſome kind of equity in your 
judgements, it being more juſt, if our cuine beſo 
Inevitable, that we ſhould fall cogether, then that 
any ſhould be reſerved to weep our fad calamity. 


Comenear my Son, come children, come, cry'd 
ihe 
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 WaSfhhe in a ſharper tone, calling thoſe who ſtood at a 
vhois little diſtance, fetrer us altogether, faid ſhe to 
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Cyrus, in the fame chain, and if you can be fo 
merciful in your cruelty, let one blow pur a pe- 
riod co all our miſeries, for this will be a more 
nelcome favour thin alone to ravith Artabarn 
from us. - Her ſwelling ſorrows fRtopt the current 
of further diſcourſe, and the frequient fobs, and 
ighs that throng'd our of her boſome, lefc her no 
other power of expreſſion, but her fugirive tears. 

Mean while, Cyrus was wrapt intothe greateſt 
itoniſhment that could be ; Tyerancs had been 
otherwhile his particular friend, they having had 
their breeding tozecher in the Perſian Acade- 
mies. 

The unhappineſs of this Prince, and the Queens 
tears fill'd his eyes with horror,and his kearc with 
pitty. He knew not whether he ſhoild anſwer che 
Mothers moving plaints, to whom he had alrea= 
dy given full aflurance cf her own, and all her 
childrens) lives, or comforr the: Sor whom the 
amazement of fo unlooked for an atcident had 
lo ſurpriſed, that ofall his ſences he:could com» 
mand the uſe of none buc his faghe, ro be the Wir- 
neſs of that faneſt ſpeQacle. | 

His Father Artaban, who had not enough con- 
ſtancy to Rand the ſhock of his own particutar mile 
forrune, feem'd to increaſe it, when he was made 
acquainted with the miſerable condition of his 
Wife, and Children; and whether his grief were 
c00 great/for expreſſion; or that the extremity of 
his -aflition, ſeeming to ſting him'beyond the 
help of conſolation, caſt him into diſpair, which 

hardens 
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hardens the moſt timorous ſpirits with reſoJution, 
he now endeavour'd to comfort his Wife, and his 
8on Tygranes,ſhewing them that Cyrus was obliged 
to ſave the reſt of his Family by che ſame argy. 
ment, and juſtice which rum'd him 3 fince they 
wereno way guilcy of that rebellion he had alone 
been Author and occaſion of, That they. ought 
confidently to expet a milder treatment from 
his clemency than himſelf, becauſe his death 
would ſatishe the reſſentments of Cyaxares, and 
char chey ſhould endeavour by their vertuesto 
regain the glory of his Houſe, which he had 
eclipſed, and ſtain'd by his perfidious a&,proving 
by their furure ſervices, and fidelity, how free 
they truly were from being his accomplices in 
that crime, He could not keep thoſe tears that 
bang at his blubbering eyes from ſtealing down 
his face, norſuppreſs a multitudeof fighs his grief 
tore from his beart, when he ended this generous 
diſcourſe, eſpecially when he beheld his young 
Son Fhbraorte, his Daughter Birinthea, and Artemiſa 
wife to Tygranes, whom Cyrus had cauſed to be 
brought to him, 

Never was any ſpeCtacle ſo mournful,pitty had 
ingraved {o much ſorrow on each viſage, that it 
was difficult co diſcern the Conquerours from the 
Captives. 

Tygranes, whoſe tongue was till now fetter'd 
with his too violent griets,tinding himſelf obliged 
by his Parents tears, and preſence, eſpecially his 
deareſt Arthemiſa's,went towards Cyrus, who tood 
mute likewiſe, and could not hide ſome tokens of 
pictty from appearing, ſpeaking to him in this 

| . manner 
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emanner. © Ah Sir, what muſt weexpe& from chis 
cdeep ſilence, is it aneffe& of che compaſſion our 
cunhappineſs ſtirs up in your heart, or the ſeverity 
cofyour ſentence? what, is it not enough to take 
caway the Crown and Scepter from a Royal Fa- 
emily, and ſo many SubjeAs from their King,with- 
cout depriving a Woman of her Husband, and ra- 
eviſhing the Father from ſo many children, wito 
edefire nothing of all what they have loſt, bur che 
diberty to dye preſently with them, or to have 
chim remain a miſerable Captive amonglt them ? 
edoes this Petition ſeem to be unjult ? what righc 
chave you to deny death to us, fince you believe ir 
cto be ſo juſt cowards him? or if you do, conceive 
chim to be alone guilty, wherefore do you puniſh 
£us more rigorouſly than him, letting uslive with 
(the regret for loofing him which isa thouſand 
(times more ſenſible to us then death it ſelf? bur 
[perceive what tis cauſes his condemnation, "tis 
nor your ſelf, Sir,nor the reflentment of Cyaxares, 
(that pirtileſs, reaſon of State does murther him, 
©and you fondly believe there is no more cauſe to 
(fear, after the Leader of a Rebellion is chruftout 
of the world : a poor conſideration, and weak 
argument of unadviſed policy,what then do you 
{imagine the children of Kings, have ſuch low 
((pirits, and ſo ſmall courage that in what ſtate 
' {vever they remain, they will not endeavour to 
*revenge a Fathers death (who was ſo dear and 
* tender in his atfeftion tothem) by all che means 
*that hatred, and diſpair can ſtore them with 
*'ris true indeed the head of ſuch a faftion is 
* thereby taken oft; bur know, Sir, *ris. a Hydra 
.' which 
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« which ſtil} (prouts new ones forth, and of all 
cthoſe you now behold in your preſence, as Arta. 
«bans children, expe the ſame fixt reſolution ejs 
cther to dye with him, or elle perpetually to ſeek 
ca full revenge. Orif, Sir, we are nct criminal jn 
cyour judgement,let your vertue appear in its full 
cextent, do not confine it, generous Prince, within 
c{\uch narrow and ſevere limits, let the Father 
c talte part of that mercy your clemency confers 
capon the children, who humbly implore the like 
cot Artaban, which I perceive your own compal- 
<{tonate,and noble ſoul prompts you to grant him; 
< vouchſafe ir cherefore, Sir, and bind a King by 
<this immortal obligation, co endeavour by his 
< faithful ſervices hereafter, to teſtifie he holds the 
pollefſion of it only by your extraordinary good- 
*neſs, And if you did believe he was able once 
to prejudice you, you may as well think him not 
*alrogether uſeleſs by making him your friend, 
© Take away all the ſubje&s of your apprehenitons 
from him, place your Souldiersgn Garriſon in all 
cthe places of ftrengrh in Armenia, and only leave 
Chim and his children wherewith to ſerve you in 
*©cheir own perſons, and tothe Armenians (who 
* love him too affeFtionarely to ſuffer his loſs with- 
cout reflentment) che power toteſtihe the 0 -Jiga- 
©czon they ſha]l ſo juſtly owe you for their Princes 
© life, 

Cyrus preſſed betwixt the Amity he had for Ty- 
granes, and the dbedience he ow'd to Cyaxares,an- 
(wer'd him,that he took the gods for witneſs, and 
wiſh'd they might puniſh him, if ic were nor a real 


eruch, that he was as much griev'd for his misfor- 
rune, 
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tune, as it Was poſſible for a man to be, for one he 
ſo dearly cheriſhed, and that without thoſe preſ- 
fing arguments he had alledged, the friend{hip 
they had concraed together during their infan- 

> was but too powerful to obtain all that he 
could in reafon defire of him, bur in chis occaſion, 
what he demanded, depending not upon his will, 
but the devoir of his charge, and birth ; he be- 
ſeeched him to accule his hard fate,and he ſhould 
evidently finde by the treatment which the reſt 
ofthe Family ſhould receive at his hands, that 
what he was compel'd to now, was utterly againft 
the inclination he had to ſerve him. 

He had no ſooner ended theſe Proteſtations, 
but, fore-ſeeing that i! he gaveear to their fur- 
ther complaints, which had already awaken'd his 
heart to pitcy,he ſhould not be able co refit their 
clamorous petitions, he would have withdrawn 
bimſelf within his Tenc, co:rmanding thoſe that 
held Artaban to condut him where he had aps 
pointed, and Chryſaxte to withdraw his priſoners. 
But then their cryes and ſhreeks became moſt 
vehement, and doleful:; and Firinthea, who till 
then had only made her precious teares keep 
company With their fruitleſs prayers, broke 
through the croud which throng'd about Cyr, 
and falling down art his knees which ſhe embrac'd 
m her cender arms, ſhe ſftopt him with theſe 
words : © Do not fly, my | ord, nor ſte all the 
*rhoughts of mercy 11 your breaſt decide, before 
*vou £0, whether the children ſhall follow their 
* Fathers doom,or the Father partake of the chil- 
*drens fortune ; or rather, facrificethem all to 
your 
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* © your juſt anger to expiateArtabans crime;and re. 
<lerve only himsfince the gods will not grateful] 
© accept a vitime that is not truly pure, and in+ 
© maculate, Andwe being innocent; ſhall bettet 
© ſatisfie their juſtice than he can, becauſe he is (6 
© puiſty. Then ſtoping her ſpeech a while and 
© finding he anſwered not a word ; Ha cruel, pur. 
*ſued the, lifting up the vail which cover'd her 
© face, and looking on him with a countenance 
© whereon ſo many foot-ſteps of grief and ſorroy 
© appear'd, as would have melted a heart of Brafi 
finto compaſſion, thou reply'ſ nothing, and ne- 
© vertheleſ(s the proffer | make is fair co glut thy 
© cruelty, and 1f thou art ſo greedy after blood 
there is more plenty for thee in our youthful 
© veins, than in his aged body parched through 
© timeand labour; ſpeak cruel man, and ifever 
&hou knew'(t what bleſſing a Father is,or haſt the 
C leaſt ſentiment of nature in thee, lec that work 
< ſome lence of pitty in thy ſoul. 

This laſt afſaulr could be no longer withſtood, 
it was too powerful not to prevail, and therefore 
Cyrus yeilded up his ſeverity to the ſtronger 
rifings of compaſſion in his breaſt, Brrinthea, had 
no ſooner diſcover'd her divine face, though it 
were bath'd in tears/which bubbled from their 
chryſtal ſprings, but he refſented, beſides the 
motions of pitty, all choſe other effe&s which 
ſuch an afflifted beauty can inſpire ina moſt ge- 
tierous and tender heart. He revok'd the order 
he had given C bryſazte concerning the perſon of 
Artaban, and committed him together with his 


Wife and Children to Chryſantes Guard,promiling 
them 
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them todo his utmoſt to obtain his pardon from 
Gyaxares, to whom heimmediate]y wrot for that 
purpoſe. 

When the-Meſſenger; whom he had diſpatched, 
return'd and brought him word, that,.he might 
abſolutely diſpoſe of the life of Artaban, accord- 
ing as he pleas'd to think convenient, this news 
did ſo fill his mind wich & particular joy, and he 
found himſelf (o puifſancly interefled for 4rta- 
bans preſervation, ever fince Birinthea's mediati- 
on, that he would be himſelf che bearer of ic. 
He went tothe place where they were yer detain- 
ed priſoners; where their divided fears and hopes 
held chem in a trembling ſuſpence what would be 
the event concerning Artaban, whom at that pre- 
ſent moment they entertain'd in a converſation 
compoſed more of tighs, and tears, chen words, 
His unexp:&ed vilit (urpriſed them extreamly, 
and they were timoroufly weighing. in their 
thoughts the reaſons of it, which he cleared to 
them, by declaring the cauſe chereof > This 
blefſed news notwithſtanding did not wipe off 
their tears, they wept for joy, as they had wepe 
for grief; and in this firſt tranſport, whilſt chey 
tender'd him millions of thanks for. his infinite 
goodnels, with all the ſubmiſlive acknowledge- 
ment they were capable, Firinthea mov'd him no 
leſs by rhe reflencmenc ſhe witneſſed for this fa- 
vourand grace,then ſhe had done before,by thofe 
bicrer, reproaches of cruelty ſhe charged him 
withall, He afterwards concluded the conditi- 
ons of pardon, he vouchſafed co Artaban,by which 
the King obliged himſelf 20 pay yearly —_— 

the 
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the cribute which Aſftzages had formerly impoſed 
and togive up all the places of ftrength into Gy 
axares hands, and voluntarily offer*'d beſides to 
furnith him, rowards this War, with forty thou- 
ſand Foot, and eight thouſand Horfe, and for 
ranſome of his perfon, and his wife, he intreated 
him'toaccept of all che rreaſure his Father had 
left him,which amounted to aboutthree hundred 
talents: and ſeeing he had nothing lefc remains 
ing to ſatisfie for his children,he claſped his arms 
abour Cyrus knees,the tears hanging at either eye, 
and told him he refer*'d them to his own generc 
{icy, not being able co proffer any thing elſe but 
theaſlirance to pay thac debt, by the continual 
exerciſe of his daily ſervices, and a plentiful ac- 
knowledgement of all his noble obligations, 

This manner of expreſlton touched Cyras in the 
moſt ſenſible part of his vertue, who could not 
have ſupprefled his generoſity in things, for 
which he had le(s inclination, rhe Articles in fine 
were {igned, and the Armenian King obtain'd, be- 
ficles what he had handſomely mtreaced, many 
choice favours which his hopes could nor expe, 
on condition however that as an afſurance of rhis 
rreaty , the young Phraorte his Son, and his 
Paughter the Princeſs Birinthea, ſhould be ſent 
into Media to remain as Hoſtzges for their fide» 
I1tV. 

ir wonld pole me tote]] you whether Cyrus ree 
raid this Princeſs, for his Unckle Cyaxeares in- 
tereſt, or his own inclination only, but this 1am 
certam of, that after ſhe had dryed up her tears, 


and recover*d the luſtre of her beauteous face, 
which 
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which choſe clouds of grief and forrow had 
dreſsd in mourning weeds,he was firſt conftrain- 
ed to admire thofe freſher graces, and then to di- 
geſt his admiration into this open acknowledge- 
ment that norwichſtznding the ſeverity of rhoſe 
doftrines he had learnt in the Accademies of Per- 
fit, which denyed a Conqueror to look upon his 
Caprives with any other eyes than thoſe of a 
Viftor : yer it was impoſſible to behold ſoimperi- 
ous a beauty and notefform rather ſentiments of 
ſervirude and worfhip, then of criumph and 
Empire, This declaration, nevertheleſs, paſſed 
only for an exprefſion of galantry, and perhaps 
himſelf as then, believ'd it (prung from his own 
mind on nv other conſideration, He invited the 
Royal Family chat fame night to a ſumptuous 
Feaſt, and afterwards requeſted the Prince Ty- 
granes (amidſt their other pleading diſcourſe of 
former acquaintance to which Cyras had engaged 
him' with much aff: &ion) to relate che Hiſtory of 
his life fince the time they were ſeparated, from 
whence he now came when he was taken, and 
parcicularly in what alliance he had found fo 
fair and vertuous a Princeſs as his wife, Tygranes 
ſatisfed his curioliry to the ful), and told him all 
the marvellous accidents which had hapnedin 
their amours, which Cyras heard with infinite de- 
light, and perhaps you would find as much con- 
tent in the recital did I not fear fo prolixzea di» 
Treſfſion would tyre you, | 

The Hircanian Prince Gobrias, and Merame 


having told him they ſhould rejoyce exceedingly 


to be made parcakers of it, he was diſpoiing him- 
K 2 ſelf 
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{eifcotellit them, when perceiving Hypocratides 
walking in the next Alley, he propounded to 
hearicrather from his relation, as betng one who 
alwayes had a great ſhare in Tygranes fortune,and 
who was more fully acquainced with each parti 
cularity. 

1hey went joyntly to intreat him, and that 
Centleman being glad of an occaſion to entertain 
io noble a (ſociety, firſt intreated them to excuſe 
him, that he was oblig'd to commence with the 
Hiitory of Arthemiſa's Father and Brother, becauſe 
It was abſclutely neceſlary for the intelligence of 
the other, and chen began after this manner, 


ihe Hiſtory of Tygranes and Arthemiſa, 


F you were not already wel] aſſured by your 

own experiences and every days examp!es,that 
of all pafſions in the ſoul, love and hatred are the 
molt potenr, the recital of this Hiſtory of 7ygr«- 
nes and Arthemiſa would be ſufficient evidence to 
Prove it. 

This Princeſs is Daughter of Cteſiphon Prince of 
Colchis, whoſe Mother Laodice, five years after ſhe 
had brought her into the world, was conſtrain'd 
to leave her by a malady, which ſuddenly 
ſnarch*'d her from her husband and pretty chil- 
aren Ctefiphen was not very young, and never* 
theicls after he had worn out four years in wid* 
dow-hood which he thought were due to regret 
his deir wife, he cook a refolutfon tomarry, He 
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caſt his looks for this purpoſe on all his neigh- 
bour Princeſes to find ſome objet Cuicible to his 
condition 3 but whilſt he was thus in queſt; his 
unhappineſs met a woman, who under the be- 
witching appearance of a florid beauty, cover'(| 
the poiſonous ſentiments of a moſt vicious foul, 
It was the cruel Erixone , whoſe Iuſtful flames 
kindled that difſention which hath cauſed fo 
much misfortune to her Family : having tif:ed 
out his inclination, ſhe knew ſo well how to gain 
that Prince by her affefcd flacreries, chatin fine, | 
he married her maugreall choſe reaſons of State 
which oppos'd his atte&ion;all which hetrampled 
under foot. The blindnefs of Ctefiph-#'s love, 
and Erixone's ambition, forged this ominous 
match : bur this unhappy woman loving nothing 
n his perſon but che vain qualicy of Prince ani 
Soveraign : being ſatisfied now with that, reſolv* 
unlawfully to ſeekelſewhzre for greater pleaiure, 
than Creſiphon could feed her inſatiace brutatity 
wichal ; mſpir'd with cheſe deteſtable thou. ht < 
and defires,ſhe ſhort her poiſonous glances at every 
one in whom ſhe ſpied any lovelineſs;her aſpiring 
vanity ſoothing her with the fond behiet, tai 


none could pofsibly reſiſt her piercing eye, when 


It was edg'd wich ſo much pa(s1on, nor refule the 
ſweeter correſpondency with her cemprations : 
yet fearing leaſt the unwary indiſcretion ot ſome, 
orthe too reſerved prudence of others (ſhould un- 
maſque her wanton delienes, ſhe thought it mo!t 
ſecure to fingle our one alone, and [he could 1.4 
none more deſerving to be doated on then The. 


ramense 
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Chewas not miſtaken in the- judgement ſhe 
made of che perſon of chat young Prince, He way 
chen but ſeventeen yearsofage, his body, of an 
excellent ſhape, was but the habitacion of a more 
nob!e foul, and any others paſsion but Erixone's, 
would have challeng'd its excule from the catchy 
ing charms of his brave qualities ; but cthac mfae 
mous woman inftead of conſidering him as her 
own Eusbands Son, believ'd him the fi: teſt perſon 
with whom ſhe might praftice her inceſtuous prov 
jets mott ſafely, becauſe Therymene was ever in 
her eye, and the familiarity which ſhe uſed to» 
wirds him, perſwaded her ſhe might facilly con- 
veit che carreties of an indulgenc Mother, into 
the firickter embraces of a dearer Miſtriſs, and 
that he was nor (ſo green in cxperience, but he 
would ſoon diſcern and approve of ir, This ſpe- 
ciQUs PIetext was a long time the coverto dilguile 
hcr paſsion, and though ſhe were moſt (ubril in 
{tier behaviour, yet could ſhe not make Tberamene 
rake notice of any thoughts beyond his Devoir, 
'Noc but that the diſcover'd her (elf apparently 
enough ſomerimes, as he related {ince; but be« 
cauſe the purity of his ſoul being ir capablero ler 
1 fo ungrateſul and horrid afte&ion, he could 
107 {uſpet ſo baſe an ambuſh then, Every one 
perceiv'd evidently that Erixoze had a particular 
affeftion rowards Therawene, even Cteſiphon de- 
clar'd he was obliged to her for it : but never any 
could imagine her more then ordinary tender- 
nels was the Pander to her abominable luſt, 

[n tine, after the vain purſute of a whole year, 
anding her itching defires could not be thus fa- 
| h | tished, 
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tified, ſhe conceiv'd as much violent hatred in 
the beginnings of her diſpair, as ſhe had cheriſhed 
love for him in her ſoul, ſhe reſoly'd to oppreſls 
the Princes vertue, if the could not corrupt it, and 
in the means (he ſoughc co ruine him, ſhe foun 
the ſatisfation of theſe two different paſſions 
which ſtrugled in her breft, becauſe ſhe tixed!y 
intended to throw off all diſſimulation and Gdit- 
Zuiſe, and break through che baſhful laws of 
Scruple, and nice decency, by making a manifeſt 
declaration of her love, to which if Theramenzs 
gave a Willing ear, and correſpondency, hers _ 
ſhould be fully glurtced in the fruition ; and if he 
ſhould recoile by his too cold denials, {he vored 
ſuch a deep revenge,that he ſhould {i1ik uynsler her 
enrag'd diſpleaſure, if he became not flexible ty 
her more ſoft dehires. 

This Princes extraordinary civility furniſhed 
her with frequent occalions to execute her igno- 
ble deſigns, there was nota day paſs'd wherein 
he did not fce her, he reſorted every morning to 
her Chamber as ſoon as decency permitted him x 
becoming entrance. One time above the reſt 
Ctefiphon being ſomewhat indiſpoſed, ſent 7 h:ru- 
mene co give her the h0n-Jour, and communicate 
certain affairs co her, ſhe made her maids and wo- 
men retire, and though fhe were yet undrels'd, 
led him to her Cloſer under a pretence of telling 
him ſome important fecrer, and forbad any one 
to interrupt her. There was ſhe afſaulted with 
the beerloaGone of Love,and Hatred, Hape,and 
Diſpair, Confidence, and Fear, and eicer ſome 
momgats ſilence, iu which a bukte eye might bang 
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Tead her thoughts in her countenance, which 
though not truly underſtood by the Prince, did 
lomewhart raiſe his aftoniſhmenc, and invite bim 
to beg the knowledge of the trouble he peruled 
in her face, (fo on ſhifred from its\natural 
ſweetnels, into betraying bluſhes ) ſhe ſet two or 
three ſighs at liberty, and darting her looks upan 
him fuller of Love, than Anger. Ha Prince, ( (aid 
ſhe to him) I/ hat do you expedi more ! would you have 
a clearer evidence, or more apparent teſiimonies of that 


\ which I have : #deavonred ſo long time to reveal ? on 


you alexe inſenſible in the world ! and nature that hy 


' ex.ewel & you with all the exquiſite qualities that can 


render a man admirable in a Sqveraign degree, has ſl 
depriv'e you of all ſentiments of Love, as well tu the per- 
ſons of others, s your ſelf, 

The Prince was fo amazed with this diſcourſe, 
that he could not get his troubled thoughts to 
ſhape out any anſwer, he heard indeed ſhe men- 
rion'd che name of Love, but could not compre- 
h-nd from whence this declaiation proceeded,or 
why it was addre(s'd rohim, and therefore they 
ſtood gazing a long rime pon one another with- 
Our Pronouncinsg a {11lable, but ſhe recovering her 
ſpirits again, went on thus: Tou are ſurprized.me- 
thinks, as if it were news for Love to raigh in a young 
ht art, or that a woman as I am were capable to affed, 
and adore a man like you, have I now explained my ſelf 
end broken the Ice enough ? do you now underſtand my 
{.oks, and thoughts, or mult 1 bring more light yet to dif- 
cover ſo fair a flame ? your ſilence which cannot be in 
you a ſign of ſtupidity, is it a mark and effe(t of the diſ- 
14in you have for me? am I toopoor in beauty ? or #5 my 

wy | | age 


herthoughts ſo nakedly,'eply'd, © Madam, | now 
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Age too ſtale, and does your buſy eye, ſurveying me from 
head to foot , meete ſo-many defeGs'in that ſhoyt tra- 
vel as to diſtaſte and ſlight the correſpondency Ibegg? Ha 
Madam, anſwerd Theramene having, recoliefed his 
diſturbed fancy, is it to try, aud ſound me that you 
make this diſcourſe ? yes certainly, you have too great 
8 ſtock of emineut ve tues to be capable of ſuch a crimi.. 
nal love, but tell me Madars, what is that grand miſe. 
carriage. which has ſo falſely perſwaded you, 1 harbord 
any ſentiments ſo contraryto my devoir The reſpe@ Thave 
ever rendred you, can that have betrayed my intention, ' 
and can my exceſs therein teſtify any thing beyond what 
I doe owe you ? juſt heavens . you know at leaſt the py- 
rity of my ſoule. Erixone interrupting the current of 
hy diſcourſe told him, no Theramene you need not 
wander ſo far for teſtimonies of that, there never was 
in you the leaſt ſparke of love for me, I have but tog 
long watched to eſpie that, doe not complain of the ex- 
Cſs of your eſteem ſince T reproach only your want of it, 
had that been but true in the ſmalleſt portion you could 
not have been ſo ihſenſible, and you might well have 
judged that though I had not merited your affefion for 
any handſome quality in my ſelfe, yet I at leaſt deſern'd 
it as a retaliation for mine to you. Inſenſible, or in- 
grateful man,which of the two ſhall I reproach you of, 
ſhall Texcuſe one, to accuſe of th'other , declare jt 
Theramene, and acknowledge the verity of my paſſion 
from its exceſs, 


The Prince,who could no longer find the leaft 
ſhaddow of doubt after {he had uncloath'd 


fn d 
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"find that true which had been ever ſaid of loye, 
. if it be poſſible that you love me 'im fuch \ 
. manner as you have expreſs*d your 'felf, the 
. blindneſs of that paſſion has ſo hood-winkt. your 
Iight and memory, that you have quite forgot» 
ten who] am, you do not remember, Madam, 
that I am' Ctefiphons ſon, that Cteſiphon 15 your 
_ dearer husband, and you his lawful wife: : this 
is enough, and this weighty confideration as 
lone were ſufficient to inſtru& you that I have 
*been as little capable of ingratitude as-inſen- 
*{ability on your behalf, tince 1 ought not tobe 
*{uſceptible of any love for you, as I muſk- needs 
*belceve you do but feigne cowards me : but, ; Ma- 
* dam, it was unneceflary to repreſenc you theſe 
*confideration*, to make you ſee a fault of which 
*(arely you are no wayes guilty, 'cis only I am 
*(o by thoſe unhappy ſuſpitions you have ſtarted, 
* char I ſhould be ſoraſhly infolenr co hatch. ſuch 
* baſe defires contrary to my duty, and reſpe&; 
* chis declaration muſt be only to try me, I ſhould 
* wrong your -vertue to beleeve otherwiſe, for you 
*have tco much judgement. Say too much love, 
*reply'd ſhe interrupting him, cruel 3 whar then 
- mult I give faithto it, {aid he : what reaſon an- 
{werd ſhe, ſhould make you doubt it 3 nay ra» 
* cher, reply'd he, what reaſon would nor con- 
*demne ſuch a beleefe , the opinian I have 
*of your vertue, Madam, your devoir ; and 
*my own, doc not all theſe forbid. my boldelt 
*choughts co let in the leaſt ſhaddow of ſuch a ſuſ- 
; Pition 3 is this all, ſaid ſhe, that thou canſt op- 
pole, doe I tranſgreſs in my deyoir by loving 
you 
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you, fince the gods having created you folove- 
(ly, inſpire mewith a (ecrer paſſion towards thy 
{perſon,befids that which all che wor}d is bound 
{ro cheriſh for their moſt perfe& works? 

She ſtopt her ſpeech a while to fix: her looks 
more ſteadfaſtly upon him, hoping by -thoſe hot 
glances co melc his frozen boſome, at which ſhe 
had ſo vainly knock'd for entrance with her al- 
luring words, but finding the (weetnels of her 
amorous beames had not that powerful influ- 
ence ſhe presum'd, and only excited more aver- 
fon in him, ſhe reſum*d her ſpeech again, and 
taning her tongue to the recover'd gajerty of her 
ſmiling countenance, ſaid tro him in a cajoling 
accent; And *wherefore wauld I nor love you, 
ffince the devoir and vertue-you objeCt are, bur 
(bugg- bear Chymera's, which the baſe jealouſy of 
{men invented? 1 being more forcibly oblig'd to 
obey that fatality which ordains me ro love you, 
(then their poor fancies; C teſiphon is not wrong, d 
{in this, Hlove him enough io correſpond with his 
(affeftion, and how little ſo ere | have for him, 
(young as I am, | doe but ſatisfy, roo much the 
paſſion of an old decrepit man. Then *cisn 
fearneſt, reply'd che Prince, & far from acknow- 
Fledging your faulr,you would couple (acriledge 
toinceft,and make rhe gods accomplices of your 
* infidelity: ha doe you charme my Father with 
*your falſe carefſes but only to berray him; and 
*areyou ſo perfidious in your defigne asto dehre 
© his ſon, for your compagnon in the crime you 
*haveaddreſs'd yorr felf unhappily Erixone, you'l 
* miſs your ayme,Theramene will a& the duty of a 
chi'd 
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« child better then you doe of a wife,and I coul(f| 
* almoſt ſtrangle thoſe conſiderations which tye 1 
< my hands up from ſpecdily revenging thefſ 
© affrontyou caſt on Cteſiphon, did I not cheriſh hill | 
£ honour more then you,my exaſperated indigna. 

c tion ſhould immediately light on your head Ht 
went out haſtily afrer he had ended theſe words, 
and though heindeavour'd to compoſe his coun- 
tenance, yetevery one perceived his trouble and 
alteration. 

Erixone deeper gall'd with ſhame for having 
been reje&ed then at the foulneſs of her crime, 
follow'd him ſtill with her eyes, and looked ſted- 
faſtly on the door which let him out, when one 
of her maids whom ſhe moſt favour'd entred 
into the cloſet, and found her yet in the ſame 
poſture as Theramene had lefr her 3 but with farr 
otherſentiments. Love had reſtgn'd its throne 
co hatred with which inſtancly ſuggeſted a thou- 
ſand wayes to ruine him, of which her rage choſe 
the moſt bitter, but the moſt expedient for her 
purpoſe, intending to imploy the Father as an 
unhappy inſtrument co deſtroy his own ſon, as 
ſhe before delign'd to make the child fin againſt 
his Fathers honor, She reſolv'd to anticipare the 
complaints which Theramene might make, and 
the ſame moment this came into her mind ſhe left 
her cloſet to prepare her ſelf co goeta Ceſiphon. . 

During the little portion of cimeſhe waſtedin 
dreſſing her felf, ſhe conſulted how ſhe might 
moſt cunningly prepoſſeſs her husbands mind : 
fattery and ſweetneſs ſeem'd the moſt catching, 


and deceirful,and ſo ſhe having decreed that,ayd 
being 
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being come in his preſence before he could have 
time to + note the crouble in her face, ſhe pre- 
vented him by a moſt earneſt prayer whereby 


if ſhe defired him co grant her one favour. 


The particulars which I ſhall now cel you, were 
diſcover'd to me by one of my friends who was 
then preſent, whom ſhe was glad to have for 
witneſs to publiſh her rare vertues, and the 
crime ſhe faſrtned on Theramene. Cteſiphon who 
was not accuſtomed ro refuſe her any ching, 
nor could deny the leaft of her defires, withour 
informing himſelf of the particulars of her 
requeſt, gave ber a full aſſurance. that ha- 
ving an abſolure aſcendant over. his will, (he 
might ſafely promiſe her ſcIfall chat was poſlible 
forhimtogrant, The bettesto delude Cteſiphon, 
ſhe would nor rely on his bare promiſes, ſhe made 
him firſt ſolemnly ſwear that he ſhould not pre- 
tend any reſſencment for a great injury which 
had been defign'd againſt him, aftd that what 
ſhe now deſir'd with ſo much importunity was a 
full pardon for it. Theſe words of injury and 

ardon aſtoniſh'd Ctefiphon,he knew not where to 

x his thoughts, but Erixoze who had as much 
ſubrilty as malice, having proteſted by ſome 
rokens of affeftion, which ſeemed to be inter- 
woven with more truth then falſhood, that her 
intereſts being inſeparably united to his, ſhe 
would never have deſired che pardon of a fault, 
which were nat excuſable in its nature, and e= 
ſpecially in a perſon whom of all the world muſt 
be coſt deare unto him, ſhe chus prepar'd his 
ſpirit as ſhe pleas'd, and told him che Ee 
ove 
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love, the moſt venial of all fins, and the ſubjetf, 
Theramene that was guilty, who beft of all menf,. 
deferved a free pardont, having imprudently f 
ſuffer'd himſelf co be ſurpris'd with that paſſion T 
cowards her: butthe violence of it having con- 
ſtrained him co make an open declaration , ſhe 
hoped that ſhe hadcured his diſtemper by thoſe re 
monfrances (he had made to him onchat ſubjeR, 

Here ſhe broke of her difcourfe to fee what 
efte&s it wroughe m Crefiphor's ſpirit, who conld 
not keep in his anger. He loved Theramene in> 
deed, buc not ſo paſſionately as he did: Erixone, 
the render goodneſs which that woman had 
feigned towards his (on, imploring his mercy for 
an a@, which wounded him fo mortally, touch!'d 
him with the more fondneſs towards her, and 
vehemence -againft him , what, cry'd he The. i; 
ramene is my greateſt Enemy, and my only: 
ſon ? He, he alone will raviſh from' me my I|;. 
cheifeſt joy, you have too great a bounty, 


tl 
f 


Madam, for ſo ignoble a perſon : if this crime, 
were pardonable, it would be (o in any other, 
bur himſelf, and if you truly love me, you will 


permit me to revoke the grace | had conceded at 
your petition, and ſhut myeyes on alt the ſent IN , 
ments of nature, for a ſon whotramples on them 
all cowards his Father. What Theramene ! Erix- | , 
one who found it not ſo fitting to let him pro- EU, 
ceed any further at that time, ſtopt him with JN, 
her difſlembled tears, and gently fweerned his 

ſavage ſury with theſe words, © The gods kpow, 
© Cteſiphon, whether I love vou, and without ſeek- I | 


© ing other witneſs you likewiſe know it your = 
the 
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(the exceſs of my affeRion is ſufficiently evidenc 
jet (ja this occaſion,(eeing the infinite care I take to 
(preſerve your fon, *Fis that inſpires me with 
(theſe defires for him,though 1am far more ſen- 
ton ( fibly offended chen if he had attempted againſt 
' my life,| acknowledge he does wrong you? but 
rs iN My,OWN | eyes you mult confeſs like- 
(wiſe the higheſt affronc is given ro my devoir & 
(yereue 4. nevertheleſs, fir, ifever you had any 
'efteem for me, and if chere be the {ſmalleſt roote 
of it remaining,vouchſafe the pardon for afaulrc 
\ghich- be committed involuntarily, fince my 
\ughappy beauty 1s the cauſe, and that it isa fin 
@ of youth,rather then of his perſon; and if you 
(doe deny this favour, never expe&any content 
(again. from Er:xone,her griefe would be above 
'the remedy of conſolation,if after having caus'd 
unwittingly your ſon co love,ſhe ſhould be like- 
(wiſe the occaſion of his diſgrace,therefore if ere 
(you purpoſe to endear me, prevent this laſt 
misfortune. Cteſephon demonſtrated that Erixone 
nas more choice to him in all reſpe&s then There» 
mene, and as her intereſts was the chiefe ſubje& 
of his anger, her prayers in fine calmed his ſpi- 
rits, and ſhe wrought him (o pliable coher will, 
that ſhe made him vow, he would never teſtify 
ny diſpleaſure unleſs Therawene- ſhould impw- 
dently repeatc his bafe purſuices, which if he 
offer d, ſhe promis'd him not to hinder his juſt 
anger and revenge. 

You may note in this occaſion, that if ſome- 
tmes-jealouſy has been more powerful then 
love, love in this did triumph over jealouly ; + 

C 
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did not intend to ſmoother his refſentments al 


cogether, but only bridle their violence for x 


time. Erixone had ſo much ſway over her huf. 
bands paflions, that ſhe not only fully perſwaded 
him to her mind, but having made him capa- 
ble to be the miniſter of her vengeance, ſhe con- 
firw'd him ſtill the more in his fond beleef of het 
affeftion by che incereſt ſhe difſembled in the par: 
doning his dear (on. Some ſmall time after. 
wards, which ſhe had purpoſely flipt over to 
hide her malice, having 'pent in her husbands 
wrath only to make it burit forth with thegreater 
violence when ſhe thought fitting, ſhe judg'd it 
would not be convenient to defer it any longer, 
leaſt the Princes more ſevere vertue, who. omit- 
ted to complainout of reſpe&, being ſtirred with 
the importunity of new ſolicitations ſhould bt 
forc'd to break his modeſt filence, ſhe declar'd tg 
Cteſiphon that not being any longer able to en- 
dure the daily inſolencies of his ſon, ſhe wiſh'd 
him to provide for the ſecurity of her honour, 
and to abuſe him the more neatly, ſhe councel'd 
him to imploy, if it. were feefible, no- other 
meanes but ſweetneſs to reclaim him. 

This unhappy Father whoſe judgement wa! 
corrupted through his jealouſy, and who from 
his ſons couneenance, that never could appear 
in Erixones preſence, but with much change and 
alteration, had falfely gueſs'd it to be an effeR 
of loveand not that noble indignation he con- 
ceived againſt her, refolved to ſacrifice him to 
his paſſion, and ſent the Captain of his guards 


for that purpoſe to ceaze upon hjs perſon, with 
ſtrickt 


| 
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frickt command tolecure him in a Caſtl+,a lictie 
diſtant from the City, till he ſhould furctker ce- 
termine how to diſpoſe of him. 
| Iwaswith Theramzne when they firſt cook him, 
thac Prince having ever perfe&ly honor'd his Fa- 
ther, ſubmitted without refitance tothoſe who 
had the orderco apprehend him, and nor being 
able co imagine the cauſe of his reſtraint, told 
them, aloud, chat though he knew himſelf to be 
purely innocent, he would freely follow them 
even to his own death, to ſatisfy his Father, to- 
wards whom perhaps he was too guilty, fince he 
was ſo unhappy, as to have given him cauſe to 
think ſo. 1 accompanied this poore: Prince into 
the Priſon, where his guards lizewilſe kept me 
till they had-order for my freedome;whilſt I was 
with him, he communicated all that paſs'd 
twixt himſclfand Erixone to me, and not finding 
himſel Fat all guilty of any thing, but .che disdain 
of her baſeluft, he knew he could imcurr only 
the hatred his averſion hid bred. in her, and 
could conceive no other reaſon for his impriton- 
ment, but chat ſhe who had been: fo wicked, as 
tw entertain fo deteitable a paiion, taking 2 
pque ar his refuſal, had certainly accus'd him of 
lome horrid crime againſt his Father ; theſe 
words bred new aſtoniſhmenc wichin me, for the 
opinion every one had lived in of Erixone's excel- 
ling. vercues, ſeem'd to render this impoſlible; 
be had. fo craftily mianag'd her at{e&ion, thar 
none had ever diſcover'd the leaſt ſpark:bur it was 

more impoſlible for. Theramexe to ſpeak falſely; 1 
tad a particular eſteem for him, and the amity he 

L honor'd 


honour'd me withal as his Privado,and confiderit 


m his moſt ſecrec actions, was capable to pers 
{wade me to any thing, After had made ſome 
ſhort reflexions on ſo ſtrange an accident, and 
had proffer'd him all that depended on my beft 
ſervices, on the aſſurance he was intirely poſſeſt 
of my Faith, he commanded me to ſee Learchy 
the ſame, that was preſent, as | told you, when 
Erixone accuſed Theramene betore his Father, and 
becauſe he was intimate with Cteſiphon, and that 
he alone was his chiefe counſellor, he thought] 
might learne ſome thing from him concerning 
his confinement. 

Learchs was extremely my friend, an honeſt 
man, and one that had teſtify*'d as much affe&ion 
as reſpe&t towards the Prince, I went immedi 
ately to viſit him, and having ſpoken ſomewhat 
of Theranene's impriſonment , he proteſted 
he was a ftranger in the knowledge of 
ic. The liccle aſtoniſhment however which ap- 
pear*d in his words and a&ions, perſwaded me 
that he was not altogether 1gnorant of. the rea- 
on; therefore ] fafred him more narrowly, and 
conjured him ar lait in the Princes name, co tell 
me whathe knew. ! earchy atthis, looking ear- 
neftly upon me, an{wer'd, he much admir'd the 
Prince doubted of the cauſe, and foughrt ro 
learn. it from orhers, becauſe he could not ber 


leeve.that Cteſiphon who loved him ſo tenderly 


would treate him fo ſeverely, unleſs he had moſt 
urgent reaſons for it, and that his own con(ci 
ence.could berter informe him, then any one bes» 


inie, When Lperceiv/d he ſpake (o (paringly, | 
co 


a om uw 83. 


nit 
I's 


_ 
> 


8 => &> £2. 


wi tr 5 = wn” UQ wm cv» fu 23 


” ww - TT yo” 24 Yb 


| BIRINTHEA. 147 
told him what Theramene ſuſpef&ed; he anſwer'd 
me, that there was more diſguiſe then verity itt 
thac ſuſpition, and that it the Prince were not 
minded to conceale his thoughts, I might as he 
beleev'd eatily guels the fubje&t of his disfavour. 
Not being able in fine ro diſcover any further at 
that: time, I made a faichful report of all he ſaid 
to 7 heramene, and Learch;y was as ready /in relat- 
ng all whac ] had asked him for Cteſiphor. 4 
The Farizer blinded under the double vail of 
love and jealouſy together, commanded. Lear- 
<4 to goc to the Prince, aud reproach him how 
much his crime was offenſive without adding 
this impudent diſguiſe, and the effrontery to ac- 
cuſe her, whoſe innocency was fully enough vin- 
dicated, by the more then common care and 
goodnels ſhe imploy'd to excuſe him. Learchis, 
lpeaking to Theramexe on the behalf of Creſiphon, 
puntually diſcharg'd the duty of a faithful ſub- 
jet ; his amity towards the Prince could not 
make him fwerve,-and though it did imprint 
compaſſion for his misfortunes, his due obedience 
and the blackneſs of the crime, of which he was 
accus'd, oblig'd him to repreſent, with bitter 
reproaches, that guilt which mov'd him the 
more (enſib1_ , t ecauſe he was moſt innocent of 
It, | BE 
| The ſmall change it wrought upon the Prince; 
abated che edge of his ſeverity, he reade the 
motions of juſt anger upon his viſage, and be- 


-held che lineamencs of perſecuted vertue there, 


but nor the leaſt chara&er of a guilty conſcience, 
which uſually imprints ic ſelfs condemnation on 
L 2 the 
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the face,and therefore he gavea very willing and 
Parient eareto the diſcomſe he made in his owt 
defence, And whether, or no, he were before 
perfwaded of Theramenes fault, he now return'd 
in fore doubt of his innocency, and was more- 
overinclining to a full beleefe of ir, if that im» 
becillicy which fo ordinarily prepoflefſes men ro 
cred:t the firſt imprcſhons, had not yet ſuſpended 
{1s opinion. The relation he made to Cteſiphon 
foind nor the ſame (uccels, he rather would 
faſten che crime upon his fon, then his wife, and 
Lrarchus had no ſmall a doe to oppoſe the reſo» 
Iucion he had taken to put him inſtantly to 
ceath, by ſhewing him how neceſfary it waz to 
have more certaine evidence, and ftronger 
P_nofes. 

Frixone who well fore-ſaw, that if he had the 
le:ſure ro deveſt himſelf of paſſion, and lure his 
reafon to herſeate again, which now did wildly 
f:rter, he would ſcent out her ſecret projefts, 
21:4 riurn the horrid tempeſt of revenge upon her 
1e1::, mightily preſs'd to have him puniſhed; 
Learchus defer'd it alwayes, and knew ſo wiſely 
ro 14rerpole the importance of ſuch a chaſtiſe- 
ment 10 C feſiphon, that he yeilded to the Princes 
frrnds, and eſpecialiy, to the Princeſs Arthemi- 
ſa's moving prayers, .to have him confronted 
with Erixone. 

'Torl1s effe& they broughtT heramene forth of his 
prion. who appear'd before his father, and thoſe 
that were aſſembled chere, with as much noble 
conadence, as Erizone did with trembling feare: 
(his infamous wreech had woven her ſubtill accu- 
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fation with ſo, many ſoft expreſſions of love. to- 
wards her husband ; and the Prince ſhaped his 
with ſuch becoming reſpe&s for his dear Father, - 
that as I have already hinted, every one having 
ſo faire an opinion ot borh their vertues, would 
needs beleeve they were both innocent, and 
could not cell on whom to lay the guile, The 
neceſſity hoeyer of deciding this controverſy, di- 
vided their opinions, and as it 1s impoſſhble our 
nchnacions ſhould be balanced (o equally,as nor 
to weigh more towarx.{s one then another, either 
of them had partiſans, who did (uſp: & the others 
crime and defend their teleeved innocency. ' 
Amongſt choſe who more particularly” inter- 
retſed themſelves, one Tarſ embraced Erixone's 
caule, and Learchus ſtood for the Princes : the 
bſt infiſted wich more noiſe and heate, bur the 
(econd with more plenty of reafon,inſomuch that 
the . dificulty to. give a certain judgement 
plung'd Ctefiphor into ſuch ftrange perplexiries, 
that according to the various motions of his 
trouble, he (ſenſibly rouch'd the Peoples hearts 
with picty,. H#bat-ſaid he, have I ſummoned. yor 
bere to leave me in the labyrinth. of @ doubt, I tho ht 
yur judgements would have 'oonunravil'd ? Andiif we 
have #0 Cleerer proofes of the crime and innocency, with 
phat juſtice can we chaſtice the.one, and recompenſe the 
(ther 2 Cruell-inquietudes, how-am I involu'd what t9 
Juage of my wife. or ſon ? Oh ſad neceſſity which fatal- 
lh ordains me to looſe one or other, if heaven would needs 
find me 'an enemy, could it not with more Juſtice have 
ul'd out any others, but ſuch as owes me as much love, 
a I did cheriſh for them z but what ſhall we deliberate. 
L . 
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in fine ? Speake wiſe; reply nry Son 7. to which of: you 
am T become ſ/ hateful, which muſt I looſe of the tay 
that are ſo infinitely deare unto me, a4 to whom I ne, | va 
ver wanted 11 my aſiel i100, The love | beare to het, if 
mak, c him apgeare as guilty ; and when I turne m || v1 
$houchts on him, ſhe (tans a Criminal offendor in my fic 
eye? four? —- Nature? Come bither joyntly nf © 
defend your rights. Nature thy plea, is firſt, but low © 
thine is more pre /ing you, both ſollicite with extrem || 
earne(tneſs : but which muſt I obey ? The one moves with If ©: 
amore tenderueſs, the othey with more : ehemency. - Shall 
J bow to compaſſioa ? Or give the reines up to my raging 
anger ? Oh gods ? ' He gave paſſage to three or foint 
ſighs, which ſtop @ the further enlarging his complaints, 
viewing them both with lookgs which beam'd with lon 
#nd hatred together, whiljt T heramene wholly inter- 
rupted bim ſaying, Ceaſe deare Father, ceaſe theſ 
cruel moanes that torment you, you may at the ſame m1. 
ment ſatisfy both your compaſſion and revenge, T am wit- 
the one, but am not culpable of the other, and 
if nevertheleſs Erixone or Theramenes wuft periſh ti 
eppeaſe you, never make it a doubt to which of theſe ym 
ere to give the preheminence, though I am clearly _ 
cent of the crime 1 amaceus'd of, yet F will joyful 
crifice a life to your repoſe,” of which I hold the 1 
only from heaven, and you my, death may Juſtly exprate 
for Erixones crime, ſince I am cauſe of it, and if tht 
confideration of loofing a child doe hinder, ſhe is younf 
»nough to bring you many more, and perhaps you may 
aever meete anther woman that you Neue love with 
much beats e of os fon, | 


Erixzone 
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Erixite wonld have ſpoken likewiſe, who during 
his diſconrſe had by her ofren ſhifted cotunte- 
nance given many infallible tokens of her crime 
if any one had ftudiouſly perns'd it : bur Cteſiphort 
farting up, much rroubled, commanded the Oi- 
ficers to return with the Prince, ant rerir'd him- 
ſelf ro his Cloſet, whence conting forth 4gain5 
Erixone who attended him, threw her (elf at his 
feet, and feigning a deſpair, fearing her life in 
zi danger, ſhe (ob'd forth theſe words before a great 
number of people. Wherefore? db ybtr defer my death, 
wy Lord; if ybu eſteem me guilty 2 Ti it becauſe you know, 


1 
5 that it would be a more welcome prniſhment than the 
ts, Ml Pſpition jou have of my infidelity : Yes my Lord, T have 
1 BN Mainly diſcern'd, that Theramenie's artificial plea hn 
1: 24in'd more Credit than my ſingle vertue, "tis fit you 


of Wl fonid raine a woman to preſerve 4 Traytdy, becauſe he is 
four only Sonu and bir, I ſhall appeal nofayther, but to 
give this luſt aſſured and becoming teſtimony of my . love, 
1 14 reſold to dye for him, ſince in the doubt you dwell, 
t W 1 can 1 longer be affedied by you, Cteſiphon woul not 
ſuffer het to ſay any mor:, but amorouſl; em- 


n bracttig and railing her uy, he reph\'d thus : It is 
= to true, Madam, that I iffend your vertue extreamly ty 
ſ not prniſhing your falſe "ac cuſer * but pardon a Fath>rs 
4 tihderneſs towards his Son. I wrong'd my ſelf mt i12 
wH 10s. caſe, ſince I oppos'd my own hotteſt d:fires, which 
7 makes me languiſh to deſerve as great returns of love 
y from ybu. as I cheriſh for jou : the evidences which y0u 
6 gibe me of your affettion, oblige me to a full retaliation, 


and are ſufficient to aſſert the crime of that perfidious 
e | child, whoſe ſudden chajtiſement ſhall ſatisfie your vct.- 
| 3re, and my provoked anger, He told hcr a great 
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Geal more, which we heard not, becauſe he led 
her into an adjoyning Cha:aber, where he ſpent 
ſome time alone wich ber. | - F# 
There he rel{olv'd poor 7 he:amene (honld dye, 
but the moſt fec:etly that might, be poſtble, to 
prevent the clamouc,anu commotions of the pee 
ple, and (ome Ofhcers who dearly reſpeRteq him, 
'{ his black defign however could not be contrived 
ſo lecretly, bur one might ealily fee jr on wicked 
Erixones joy tul face, which ſhe endeavour'd not- 
withſtanding to hide, 'y a diſſembled intermiſſive 
ſorrow for her Husvands trouble. A4rthemiſa who 
watch'd inceſlantely to preferve ker brother, was 
advertis'd ſecretly by ſome that Therameze had 
b.it a ſhore (pace tolive, and. that it was high time 
to (et all poſſible means a work toſave him, 
- She had difcover'd a clandeſtine intelligence 
betwixt Frixone and Tarſus, which gave her much 
apprehenſion, becauſe ſhe knew that man ambiti- 
ous in the higheſt nature, and one capable ofany 
miſchief. In this ſtreight of neceſſity, ſhe endea- 
vour'd by ſeveral ſtratagems to deliver her bro- 
ther, ſhe tryed to tempt his Keepers with the, (el- 
dome failing, power of Gold and Silver, and 
courted many peopleof worth and quality to teal 
him thence: but tnding' all thoſe wayes block'd 
up with too much difficulty, and that- it. would 
but make him moreguilty in his Fathers jealous 
mind to attempt eſcape, ſhe decreed to hazard 
one means, which ſhe did honour me with, the 
knowledge of the performance, of which generous 
deſign,ſhe ſhew'd as much judgement, as affefion 
and tenderneſs to Theragene. 
| 2s by C reſiphon 
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Ctefiphon the cloſer to conceal his pernicious 
intenuons againſt his Son , treated him with 
Jeſs ſevericy then he had done before, his friends 
had the liberty co vilic him. and Arthemiſa feign« 
ing to, go for ſome dayes to a Country Houle, 
twenty Leagues diſtant from the City, would 
take her farewell of him, The rceſpe& all gave 
her, facilitaced her Noble detign ©: every one 
retyr'd when ſhe came to the Prince; and then 
ſeeing: her felf alone, ſhe in a few. words pro- 
pounded the intention ſhe had to change habirs 
with him, chat ſhe might remain in his ſtead in 
the Priſon, whilſt , he eſcap'd in. her diſguiſe. 
Theramene being at firlt ſurpriz'd wich this propos» 
fition, would have offer'd ſome conhiderations 
on this enterprize, and eſpecially the perill he 
ſhould leave her under : but Arthemiſa not gi- 
ving him che leaſure.co conſult his prudence; 
quickly made him difroabe, himſelf, and dreſ 
him in her own cloaths. Iftheir ſeparation had 
not been ſo ſudden, Theramene would bave ex+ 
preſs'd more fully to his deareſt Siſter, how much 
this raxe effef of love.obliged him : but finding 
himſelf compel}]'d co be gone, attery they had em- 
brac'd with infinite atteQion, he quitted her, 
and paſſing through the midit of the ewo firſt 
Courts of . Guard, he atted her part and geſture 
ſo handſomly, that the Souldiers deluded by the 
perfe& reſemblance of his viſage, which never- 
thelefſe he hid in part, and his ſhape and habit, 
thought him to be Arthemiſa. 

He was already deſcended into.the firſt Court, 
and now thought he had ro, more to fear, when 
| | looking 
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tooking towards the Gate he perceiy*d 8atce 
coming,the Nepveu of Tarſw, whoin the Con» 
fronration had pleaded for Erixore : This fipht 
at tirit amaz'd him, but quickly recovering ani 
zmvoldning himſelf, he haſtned his pace to mett 
him under the Gate, which being more obſcure 
he judged it would the better cover his diſguile; 
vet he could not prevent S$:talces from abording 
him before he cameto it, who eſpying him afat 
off, and thinking him to be the Princeſs, had 
mediately alighted, and came with more then 
ordinaty ſpced to meet him. Tam confident yvh 
are inas much impatience to know the ſucceſl 
of this reticontre as ]herdmene was in fear, how- 
ever he counterfeited as well asShe conld poſſibly 
the PrinceſſesCivility,and cxcufing his great haſte, 
becauſe it was very late, went with a winged di- 
ligence to his Sifters Chariot, which waited at 
the Gate, without being diſcover'd. 

I attended near that Road by which the Prinicef 
went tothe Caftle, wich a dozen of my intimat? 
friends, about two miles diftant in a thick wood, 
where as ſoon as he arrived, not ſtaying fo long 
as to change his Cloaths, we mounted him on 
Horſe-back, and ſwiftly galiop'd through many 
by-wayes to a little Town whereof I was Gover- 
nour,reaching thither afrer midnight : And after 
we had there refreſhed our Selves alittle while 
changing our Horſes, we bent our courſe to- 
wards Armenia, where we were received by At- 
$45an and Tygrenes his Son, with all the civil re- 
ſpe we could 'defire, But whilſt Theramentisin 
ſecurity, and purs the whole Court to rheir 
: | Fi wonder 
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wonder at bis rarequalities, let us ſtep back alic- 
tle co: Arthemiſa, and ſee in what manner ſhe re- 
ceives. Sate/ces, who inſtantly demanded co ſee 
the Prince, and whom ſhe had diſcovered ont of 
her Waadow u hen he aborded her brother, not 
knowing what had paſſ*d fince. * The fear which 
that doubt had thrown on her, taughre her to 
ſend him word that being ſomewhac indiſpoſed, 
and defiring to take alucle reſt, there was no 
poſſibility of receiving a viſit that day. . Srtalces 
latisfied/with that excuſe, without ſuſpeCting any 
further , .xerurned 'to- Court again, with the 
newes, of this feigned Malady : Erixone was pre» 
femily Alagmed with it, and fearing. this ſickneſs 
might robher of the Subje&t of her revenge, ſhe 
yent immediately ta-(teſiphon and ſolicited him 
toſend toknow theveritys The Meſſenger could 
not come to fee her, becauſe She male as if She 
ſoundly {hepr, the lenger to conceal herſelf, and 
give her Brother the more ſcope to get away, fo 
that-after he had throughly in forme himſelf of 
thoſe .chat'waited uſually on Therawene, he re» 


ported -yo.Ciefepbon that the Prince was'takeny 11), 


bur ſince the departure of Arthemiſa.' - 

Erixone who was of 'aw extraordinary mali- 
cious and diffruſtful Spirit, began to encerrain 
ſome doubts, thatthe Princes indifpofirion was 
onely' a precence whereby to forge" fome means 
for an,elcape, which perbaps Arthemiſe or ſore 
other had undertaken to manage for him. ' The 
abſence of thar' Princeſs, mine and my friends 
together increas'd her Inquietudes and Conje- 
ures, fo that ſhe reſoly'd either to loſe her 
HEE LES | y © hopcs 
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225 of full revenge, or bring it to effe& the 
1, iollowing. At the fame moment ſhe (ought 
114  teſiphon, and knew ſo well by preſſing dif 
© utes, io repreſent the likelihaod' of her (uſpi» 
£1015, and hide her own guilt of conſcience, that 
tleunhappy father conſented to put his Sonto 
death betforethe {ſhould have opportunity to pers 
fe& his Intended flight, which they believed 
was projeted, and which the Subtil Erixone had 
urg*d would be:her husbands ruine, Crefiphon 
gave warrant preſently, and Tarſu had theCom- 
nuſhon to provide Executioners, and ſee it pers 
formed ; the night was extreamly tenebrous, and 
] believe the Heavens had ſpread their blackeſt 
Sables to maſque their fight 'from fuch-a horrid 
ſpeCtacle, and withall fecure 7heramene'in his 
Journey : when Athemiſe heaxd a rade knocking 
at her Chamber Door, wherenone had yet en- 
tered fince ſhe diflembled fleep. This Inſolence, 
and the ſuftcient time ſhe thought the had pro- 
cured her brother tor his ſafery, made her [ ing 

open the'Door immediately : When the Caprain 
of the Guard advancing himſelf, preſented her 
a Letter, which contain'd'the Sentence for The- 
ramene to dye, ftign'd with his Fathers own hand, 
Shehad no ſoonerread it, but ere that Officer 
could have the time to diſcover her, ſhe with a 
gallant Confidence ask'd for the Executioners 
which were appointed, and he that had broughc 
che Order; When Tarſus approached to make a 
bad excnſe,that againſt the inclination he had to 
ſ:rve him, he was conftrain'd to obey the Kings 
ablulute command, who would needs by this AR 
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make a particular tryal of his Fidelity, - Arthee 
wiſe could not contain her ſelf any longer, but. 
gas confirmed inche Opinion ſhe had conceived, 
that che cloſe Intellegence this Wicked Fellow 
held with Erixoue was an effe& of Love and In- 
dination : IT bad reaſon, Hang-man, ſaid ſhe to him, 
to expect this Commiſſion ſooner from thee then any 
ther, *tis this thou hajt ſo long been hammering with 
Erixone, and ſure enough thou haſt promis'd T hera- 
mene's Head to that Luſiful A4dultreſſe for an ac- 
kuowledgement of her wanton Favours, but thanks to 
Heaven and their Juſtice, thou art deceiv'd Tarſus, 
thou ſhalt not this day take away my Deareſt Brothers 
Life : But if thy black Commiſſion extends to Arthe- 
miſa, fulfill it Traytor, come Command thy cruel Mti- 
titers to Deſlroy me, Iwill not oppoſe, provided I can 
but ſave my Theramene; Here (he diſcovered her 
ſelf, and Curprized all that were preſent with that 
altoniſhmenc,which you may bercer gueile then 1 
diſcribe, Tarſs wrapt with amazement at this 
Accident, and the "uſt reproackes the aflaulted 
bim withal, retreated neakingly without a word, 
and preſently gave information thereof to Ceſt- 
phon and Erixone, whom he found together; che 
one buried in ſadneſs and diſcontent for being 
obliged comurthera Son, the other necled with 
1mpa:ience to hear the certainty of his death, 
whoſe life was ſo obnoxious to hcr. Ir ſeen'd 
that Cteſiphon, though he were not yer penitent 
for his fault, ſhew'd no great fſignes of diſplea-» 
ſure for his Childs eſcape by Arthemiſa's aid, but 
keeping his wonted poſture of deep Melancholy, 
he cold Erixone ſhe muſt excuſe a Sillers indul- 
gent 
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ent affeftion towards her Brother, becauſe it 
prung but from the root of Nature and Reaſon; *? 
bur chat ſhe muſt expe& the puniſhment. of his 
crime wouid fall upon his head from Reavenit 
ſelf, fince *rwas not in their power, and he be- 
lieved che gods referved this vengeance tothem- 
ſelves to make it the more weighty, and exem- 
lary. 7 | | 
F Whil{t this diſconfolate Father, . after his 
trouble had .made him chuſe his bed, began tg 
think of tenderneſs towards hjs Children ; Erix- 
one's Sentiments flow't from another Spring, het 
diſpair made her diſtraed with rage, ſhe enter- 
cain'd no other defignes, but to facrificea)l ſhe 
could ro her own ſafety, and to Authorize her 
firſt crime by a grearer, the wrote a Ticker to Tar- 
Jus, by which ſhe injoyn'd him to come to her, as 
foon as day appear'd, tofettle their affairs, it be- 
ing no longer convenient to-boggle or diſfembte, 
bur to ſecure their lives and their contentment, 
to the deftrudion and coſt of all rhofe that might 
oppofethem. The trouble and perplexity (he 
was in, made herurterly forget the ſtrickt order 
which Ctefiphon, at her importunate Solicitation, 
had given that evening,to (uffer none co go forth 
leaft they ſhould uſe ſome means to ſtop the Ex: 
ecurion of his Sor ; fo that it hapned to be in» 
tercepred, though he thar carried ir had Autho- 
rized his Meſſage with the name of Frixone, and 
it was immediately delivered to Crefiphon, accord- 
ing cothe command impos'd on all the Officers, 
There was noneed torouze him from his ſleep, 
the wracking thoughts which were his yr 
ows 
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{ lows with their unquieeneſs had ever kept him 
ic waking, aud when they prefenced the Ficket to 
l Shim, the paſſions he had cowards Evixone were 
"Eaewly encredin his mind. He was powerfully 
ſucprizd, finding ſuch ſecret corretpondence 
wwixt ber and Taxſus, which he was ignorant of 
” Bbefore : but prepoſicls'd with love and fondneſs, 
heat firk imagin'd that ſhe ſummon'd him ra- 
ther to afſerc her innocency, then to back hey 
crime : buc preſently. theſe thoughts were ſhout- 
der'd our again, to make way for che ſufpirions, 
kis jeatouſie. began to inſpire, and till morning 
nas renew'd; he lay in a moſt crueb agony of 
rouble, aud then. haſtily aroſe to ſpeak with 
Erixone, who expeQed Tarſws wich a fbrange im- 
patience, 

Lmuſbimpoſe a veceſſary ſilence on my tongue, 
and mexeat your Judgements to conceive how. 
nfinicely ſbe wasſurpriz'd when Ctefiphon entred 
her Chamber, and accoſted 'her with this de- 
mand, What need She bad of Tarſus for her ſafety, 
and if he were not ſufficient to protect her from any K- 
ny, what. diſorder ſhe apprehended in ber affairs, 
what buſmeſs ſhe had conceal'd ſo ſecretly, which the 
preſent conjunGure obliged her no-longer to diſſemble; in 
4 word, who were thoſe thatdurſt have attempted again} 
ber life-2 This diſcourſefo affrichced her, that be- 
| ing 2dmoniſhed by-her guilty: conſcience, ſhe 
| I vanced; lirtle: of caſting: her ſelf ar his feer, co 
| FE fapplicate for pardon of thoſe crimes (he 
thought he-had diſcovered : bne beingextream- 
ly. impudent, with- che ſame bold confidence 
ſhe had: undertaken them, ſhe-pleaded excuſe 
for 
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for having been obliged to ask the conncel g 
Tarſus, whom ſhe knew to be a man ſo faithful, 
andatteftionate.in his Princes Service, to defeng if ſh 
her innocency openly, which was the more ſub pr 
je&to ſuſpicion, becauſe perſecuted by his ownf to 
Children, whoſe intereſt (ſhe knew his own natu. I ve 
ral inſtinc& would ſooner incline him to: vindi. 4 
cate then hers: and thac it- was not [the carers 4d 
ſave her life chat troubled her, but co maintain | 
her honour, to prevent his unjuſt jealouftc from 
charging her exceſſive love with blame, which ſhe 
preſerved fo devoutly towards him, . Cteſiphin 
baving anſwered her difſembled expreſſions of 
feigned affeftion with his more ſincere acknoy- 
ledgements, returned thence, as fully-perſwaded 
and ſatisfied, as was poſſible with her difcourle, 
As ſoon as ere he had quitted the Chamber, Tor- 
ſs arrived there, towhom ſhe made ample re- 
lation of the ſucceſs of that accident, which (0 
much ftaxtled him that ſhe began to fear he 
would not havethe reſolution to perform what 
ſhe had alreacy projeRed. | 

I this apprehenſion ſhe courted and. ſolicited 
him by all che probable conſiderations , and If foi 
eſpecially choſe of ambition and love, ro con- I} th 
ſent to herdefign ; and in fine, perceiving he ſtill I vi 
waver'd, ſhe reprelented the danger and laſt ex*- I tc 
tremity of their affairs ſo preſlingly, that as diſe I mt 
pair ſteeles the moſt leaden courage, ſhe engaged I yo 
him in all her undertakings, and leaſt his blood I tu 
ſhould coole, or his Spiruc turn edge chorow long* I it 
delay, ſhe pur him immediately ro carry on the. I 42 
Plot, going toher Husband, juft when Arthemiſe ÞJ *l 

Wag 
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was come out of the Priſon, to juſtifie what ſhe 
ful, had  aRed to ſave her Brochers Life. . Andere 
nd] ſhe gave herleaſure to rake any notice, ſhehighly 
t6.Þ prais'd her for che generous amity ſhe had ſhown 
wn to Theramene, eſteeming her (elf unhappy the ſe- 
u-© vere Laws of honouur forbid her the like pircy, 
li-  4rthemiſa who could no longer endure the per- 
to fdious hypocriſy of that Woman, broke. forth 
in © inco birter reproaches, and had undonbredly 
m © convinc'd her, if Cteſiphou who was offended they 
he Ml ſhould Charafterizeche perſon he loved, fo de- 
mW teſtably infamous, had not impoſed filence, and 
of W told her, ſhe ſhould be contented to have rob'd 
7» WH ber Brocher from. his juſt vengeance, withour 
d © maintaining his crime ſo ;nfotently : the obe- 
e;  dience ſhe ow'd her father, made her lent, and 
= MW Ctefiphon having withdrawn himſelf. inco his 
» © Cloſer, ſhe diſdainfully lefr Erixone, who would 
oY have encertain'd her, and whom this diſcour- 
e WW cflie precipitated to that horrid attempt ſhe ftu-. 
t died againſt Cteſiphoy, with the more eagernefle 

and ſpite. | 
| Of all che wayes ſhe had berhought her (elf 
| Wl for her cruel purpoſe, the moſt ſecret ſeemed 
| 


the moſt facile Her inclination feeding her, 
with the ſad delight. of miſchief, the had par- 
icularly bent. her mind to. know many experi» 

+ © vents of poyſon, and amongft the ſecrets which 
| E fou know thoſe of Eolchys arevery curious. to 
| F ludy ; She found one which ſhe thought moſt 
Eitroimploy in chis defign, the vircue whereof 
. E nas to make the perſon miſerably languith upon 
Flom ic was praftiz'd, caſting them. after ſome 
cime 
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time into a Lethargy paſt cure. None could 
ſuſpe& hcr in the leaſt to have cauſed that con» 
ſumption which daily waſted Ctefiphon, the world 
attributing his malady to thoſe diſplealures and 
misfortunes which invaded his Family, 

In the mean crime the news came, that There. 
mene was refugiated in Armenza, and Arthemiſs 
received Letters by an exprefle, who informed 
her that Artaban was (ſending Embaſſadours to 
her Father, either to clear the innocency cf his 
Son, orto obtain the pardon for his offence if 
any were, Theſe tidings did ſomewhacr alle- 
viate the afiiftion ſhe was in for her Fathers in- 
diſpofition, who every day ſ(enfibly decay'd. 
Soon after the Armenian Ambaſladours Arriv'd 
together with the Prince Tygranes, who would 
needsaccompany them in perſ{5n the better co 
Sollicite for Theramenes favcur and return, whoſe 
eminent virtues had particularly acquired his 
Friendſhip. Had not Ctefiphon been in the ex- 
tremity of danger for his life, their coming 
would abſolutely have thrown the wicked E- 
rixoneinto diſpair : that unhappy Father began 
to regret the abſence of his Son, and blame his 
own raſh haſt,that had condemned him without 
any other evidence then his own paſſionate an- 
ger, and his Wives intereſt, who knowing well 
thac if he once recurn'd, her impoſtures would 
beunmasqu'd, and laid open to every eye, was 
preparing to impede his coming, or prevent itz 
when the poor Cteſiphon by his death lefc her a 
power & fit opportunity to maintain that crime, 
and commit. many freſh ones. 

Every 
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Every one bemoan'd this loſs with figh's and 
4 | fears, bur Erixone did ſo far out-A& a Theatrical 
4 diſſimulation in her.regret and mournings, that 

everr Arthemiſa who perte&ly knew her falſe heart, 
and had her own Soul filled with the ſharpeſt 
grief, could nor bur be moved with it, and for 
1| * while doubred if ic were poflible that a woman 

could ſhow ſo many fignes of deep affliftion for a 
* | husband ſhe had betray'd herſelf fo treache- 
rouſly, and whoſe impudenr deceit ſtrerch'd fo 
much furcher, as co intreat the Prince Tygranes 
and the Ambaſſadours, co haſten Theramene's re- 
turn Withal convenient ſpeed, whom' ſhe moſt 
willingly pardon'd, that he mighe come and ſer- 
tle himſelf in his due Succeſſion, thereby to caſe 
herof the cares and troubles of Governing the 
State, which ſhe had rook into her management 
only to keep things in good order till his Arrival : 
that afterwards in # more ſolitary retreat, ſhe 
might have full ſcope ſadly to bewail, with be- 
coming Tears and Sorrows, the loſs of that 
Dear Husband, who during Life, ſhe loved with 
all-che reſpe& and tendernes that any woman is 
capable of. 

Who ever could believe Treaſon ſhould lurk 
under ſuch ſpecious ſhowes 3 her Crocodile craft 
delnded the moſt prudent and concern'd, The 
Ambaſſadoutrs returned better [itisfied from her, 
then they had becn by Cteſiphon, and Tygranes 
remained charm'd with Artheniſe's excelling 
bezuries, to whom he had already proteſted the 
aſſurance of his Love and Services. IT 
How be.it when every thing fcem'd-to be 
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huh din peace, and all their troubles in Colch;s 
buried wich Cteſiphon, , Frixone who continually 
warched the ifjue of her proje&s , being in- 
torm'd-the Prince was coming from Armenia, 
{ent the choiceſt of the Country to receive him 
on the borders, whom Tygranes at her requeſt, 
and to oblige Arthemiſa accompanied with much 
State and Magnificence : Buce Oh gods what a 
Reception, whac Entertainment was it, what 
Treaton more black, or deceſtable, then ſhe now 
aip'd her hands in, could the moſt curſed in- 


itrument of malice ever have invented? The 


Young Prixce who thought he was fairly invited 
tocomeand take thefull. poſſeſſion of his Inhe- 
ricance, and that Erixone by a generous and fin- 
cere repentance had wip'd out her grievous 
faults, had already drowned the remembrance 
of all his troubles in the Sea of promiſed hopes 
to enjoy a more tranquil Life, when the exe- 
crable rage which Frixone and Tarſus had hatch- 
ed againſt him, burſt forth. He thought of no- 
thing leſs, ahd cnly ſtudied handſomly to an- 
{(verthe many Teſtimomies of his Friends affe&i- 
ons, and eſpecially Tygranes Here, Hippocratides 
11terrupted his Diſcourſe, and they were all ob- 
}iog'd to put off the continuation till another 
opportunity, to meet Cyrus whom they ſaw com- 
ing towards them, through another alley, with 
an a&ion which had the face of much inquietude 
and anger. 

They were not long without knowing the 
Cauſe, Cyrw as foon as he came near them, 
complatiied as if Artabaſe had” ccontributed 
ſomewhat 
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ſomewhat towards his diſcontent, becauſe Cyax- 
eres had given him that antient Prixce his.kin(- 
man as a pledge of their good intelligence,-and 
faithful correſpondence. Artabaſe (aid he co him, 
Give me an Account of my Uncles intentions, tell me 
pray what deſfignes had he when he put the ſword int» 
my bands, aud what reaſon at preſent, whil(t he at eaſe? 
enjoyes the $ weetneſs and benefit of that Vittory I pur. 
chas'd, to blaſt the Lawrels of my Triumph, and ble. 
miſh the beauty of my Glory by the unhandſome treate« 
ments, and ignoble purſntes he practices to raviſh th: 
Honour of Tygranes Siſter 
Write to him Artabale, that his paſſion miſanides 
him, and makes him forget how I put Ririnchea nt» 
bis hands as a moſt vertnons Princeſs, in Quality of un 
hoſtage, and not as a ſlave, and that without infring- 
ing the reſpea I owe him, I will protec fair vertue, 
and puntually ſatisfie thoſe promiſes I have ſworn, to 
anſwer for her fitting entertainment where ever ſhe +, 
And you, continued he, generons Prince, ad- 
dreſſing his Speech to Tygranes :' Suffer me to joy 
my intereſts to yours, an4 leave me the Care to pre- 
ſerve your Siſters Honour, I ſhal! have p:wer enough, 
ſince I have ſp much Fuſtice, an4 reaſon to tame my 
Uncles unruly paſſion 3 Yes ſaid he ,, Turning 
again to Artabaſe , I give all the Mcdes that 
will, free leave to returne, I ſhall not defir? to 
with hold one here; Condutt them, Artabale, to thejy 
Prince, againſt who/e paſion I openty declare my f*!f 
af Enemy. 
Artabaſe having proteſte | he woull never for, 
fake him, complain'd at che ſame time for the ill 
SL M3 Opinion 
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Opinion he had of him, in that he thought him 
ſo weak, as to abandon vertues cauſe,to embrace 
vices, as if he wanted judgment to diftinguith 
what obedience he owed to his Prince, to whoſe 
will he muſt be indiſpenſably tubje&, onely(ſo 
long as he maintain'd 1t reaſonable. 'The Medes 
that waited upon Cyrus repeated the very (ſame, 
and they immediately went to the Camp, pro- 
fefling by their ſhours and acclamations they 
would never leave him. 

In the mean time Artabaſe who was ignorant 
of the Cauſe of Cyrus's anger, and patiently re« 
ceived his reproaches, was very Joyful rounder- 
ſtand it from a friend who had been in preſence 
when the Veflenger that A4bracome had fent to 
Cyrus from Media related how Cyaxarestyr*d with 
his vain purſuits, and F:iri#thea's conftant virtue, 
was reſolv'd to fatistie his beaftly pafſion what 
ever hapned, and having already raiſed a doubt- 
full comment on Abracomes Journey to Cyrus, the 
turcher Intelligence of an old woman, wham he 
had placed asa wary ſpie over .all her Aﬀions, 
had made him abſolutcly jealous : and being 
confirmed in thoſe fears and doubts, he had pri» 
vately ſent her into ſome concealed place, 
which could not yer be difcovered. E 

When Artabaſe, whoſe long experience had 
taught him much prudence, heard this News, 
he preſently gueſs'd che importance of that 
quarrel this might beget betwixt the Uncle and 
his Nepreu!, if the intereſt of cheir paſſions 
ſhould toment ir, the one having the ſubje& of 
te injury in his power, and the other the means 

| 9 
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o revenge it : therefore he diſpatch'd a Meſ- 
lager of his own with him that Cyrus ſent back 
to (yaxares, toinform him by divers conſideras 
tions of the many diforders that would inevita- 
bly follow, the unwarrantable raſhneſs of his af- 
fe&ion, and the unhandſome blemiſh ic would 
caſt upon his Nepveus viory and reputation, 

Cyrus cruelly combared berwixt his love, for 
Birinthea,and choller at her impriſonment,ſo con- 
ceal'd, was almoſt refolv'd under a diſguiſe to 
goe and learne further concerning it, and if the 
uncertainty to find her had not Rtop'd him, he 
had given up the advantage his ſword hadalready 
gain'd upon the Aſſyrians, to render the homages 
and ſervice to his Princes which were ſecretly 
vowed. He nevertheleſs, was ballanceda long 
time on the thoughts of going into Media, the 
letcer from Birinthea preſſing him fo earneſtly, 
and beleeving his preſence would have more in- 
fluence then Abracomes : but when he was in ſome 
manner fully reſolved, the incertainty whether 
it were beſt to goe ſecretly to releaſe her,or open- 
ly declare himſelf her Proctefor, or rather her 
lover ſuſpended him : he fear'd if he ſhould hide 
his perſon with his paſſion, he could nor become 
conſiderable enough to perform any thing : and 
on the other hand, he apprehended to make ton 
cleer a diſcovery of his heart to that man, whoſe 
bare ſuſpitions made him already jealous, and 
if he did reſolve on either of cheſe wayes, then a 
new doubt ftept in, whether he ſhould implcy 
perſwafion, or power for her liberty, though ke 
were confident, amity would: never be able ro 
| M 4 match 
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match his unckles love. In fine, prune win 
with better hopes from Prrintheas prudence, and 
noble vertue, then any expeRation of what he 
mighe perform ; hedeſign'd ro march towards 
his Enemies, and divert his ſadneſs by ſome 0- 
ther ations againſt the Aſſjrians ( on whom he 
diſcharged the effe&s of a {mart anger ) ll he 
might heare ſome gentler news of his Princels. 

To this purpoſe, he gave order next day for al 
his men to be in a readine(s to march, and being 
wich-drawn together with the Hircanian Prince, 
and Gobrias on whoſe experience he leaned very 
much, he inquir'd of many particulars concern- 
ingche country, that might advantage his de« 
iigneof breaking and ſhactering the AſJrian puil- 
ſance, who leemed to refuſe to cope: with him 
ever lince their firlt defeate, indeavouring with- 
out open force or oppolition, to ruine and moul- 
der away his army by idlene(s,which in a ſtrange 
Country does oft-times come to paſs for want of 
2Ction, 

The Counſell of rhefe two great men out- 
weigh'd the generoſity of his ambition © which 
blindly prompced him to undertake every thing 
taac ſeem'd to contribute to his glory, he joyn'd 
im opimion with them, totempt thedivilion of 
their forces by enticing away a great party of 
cheir men whoſerved the A4ſſyrians only our of 
feare and conſtraint. T he Hircaxian Prince pro- 
mis'd to gain the Sacques and Cadyczans, if they 
could tind the way to approach bur neere them, 
which was full of difficulcy, becauſe they were 
ro croſs a great part of Syria ; but Gobrias levell'd 
| that 
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that hindrance, and afſured Cyrus that Gadate 
who was principal Governor of \moſt part of the 
Country they were to paſs by, would not at all 
moleſt them, being confident to draw him on 
their fide, knowing of a long time that he de- 
fired toavenge himſelf on Yefcrez , by whom he 
was inhumanely affronted, and this fit opportu- 
nity being preſented, he nothing doubted, bur 
that. =6.Jk Prince would gladly lay hold 
of it with as much courage as refſeutment, and 
that he freely proffer'd himſelf co this purpole to 
treate with him,bur only one obſtacle interpos*d, 
which would be a main rub in this negotration, 
for which he ſaw no remedy but was very hazar- 
dous. Gadate was at that inſtant in Babylon,whoſg 
gates were cloſs ſhut up and guarded, into which 
place it wasno leſs difficult to fend letrers then 
men, befides that Cyrus could not well get into his 
Countries without paſfling his Army very neer that 
great City, which enclofed the whole Aſſyriax 
power within her walls whoſe numbers ſwel'd far 
above chat of the Perfiaxs and Medes 
Cyrus who could endure nothing, which op- 
os'd his valour, and tookall for affronts that 
thwarted his deligns, made Gobri.s know by ma- 
ny urgent conſiderations, that what he reckoned 
as ſo many blocks in his way to conquer, were but 
ſteps which would the ſooner raiſe him to his no» 
bleends, the Aſſrians having lock'd themſelves 
within the bull-warks of that Citty, only out of 
principles cf feare, and this woul.| but augmene 
it doubly, ithe drew up ſo neerc them ; that 
their numbers were rather. an argument to dif. 
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piſeand ſlight, then apprehend a danger from 
thence, becauſe as amongſt generous ſoldiers,the 
more their are of them, the greater is their conh- 
aence and courage, ſolikewiſe amongſt degene- 
rateCowards,their multitudes does but augment 
their dread and terror, and he doubted not but 
their preſent fright, would at his preſence turn 
toa general confuſion, when they beheld him 
before their gates, circled with that victorious 
Army that had already defeated them, when 
they were in the height of confidence and pride, 
and far more numerous, it being likely that the 
fick, and wounded ſouldiers, and ſuch as yet 
wept the loſs of their dear friends in the Jaſt 
batrle, made up a greater number in Ba'ylon,then 
thoſe that were in a fit condition to make any 
conſiderable ſalley npon them ;at that time, 
whereby to hinder the preſent defigne and ex-+ 
pedition. | 


The End of the Second Book, 
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ne led his Army dire&ly cowards the pro» 

vince of Babylon, & arriv'd at the confines 
thereof, afcer four dayes march, 8 there having 
reſerv'd thoſe whom he judg'd to be the choiceſt, 
and moſt faithful of his croopes to remain with 
himſelf, he commanded the reſt to ravage and 
{coure the Country, and not give-quarter to 
any that were found m_ arm's The ſpoile which 
theſe plunderers brought in was very conſidera- 
ble, and after the Prieſts had made choice of 
what they eſteemed moſt precious for their gods, 
and that he had diftributed ſomewhat co the 
ſouldiers, he beftowed the remainder, with the 
conſent, and in the name of the Army, freely 
vpon Gobries, in retaliation of that noble treat- 
metiic 


d þ He next morning at the firſt birth of day 


of 
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ment they had all received at his hands. He af- 
terwards ranged his Army in Battalia, which he 
cauſed to march within fight of that proud 
City, towards which he diſpatched a trumpetrter 
with Gobrias; who being approached neer the 
walls, told an Officer whom the ſentinel had ad- 
vertiz'd, that he came on the beha'f of Cyrus to 
challenge Veforez to a (ingle combat $ or if he 
defired rather to have a general one, che Perſians 
and Medes would be ready to meet himr in the 
next plain, This generous defy did not ſo much 
gall the Aſſyrian King, as the dilpite of having it 
brought by a man thatwas borne tis SubjeR, 
and to whom he was (o inveterate an Enemy. 
He returs'd him anſwer by the advice of his cheif 
Counſellors, whom he ſtraighrway-afſembled 
for this purpoſe,that concerning the propoſition 
of a Combat, he wasſoſurpris'd, thar he found 
himſelf not yet diſpoſed either to receive, or 
giveit, till a moneth after, at which time he 
haqonags co (arisfy Cyrus his defire, and that for 
1s own particular, che mo#} ſenſible diſpleaſure 
he felt was to have let Gebrias ſurvive one mo» 
ment after Melzuue 
Cyrus having heard this anſwer, thought that 
his honour obliged him to give the Aſſriuns the 
leaſure to be able co make his Vi&ory the nzore 
compleat and glorious by a more vigorous re- 
fiftance, and therefore drew off his Army : but 
not to let them rutt in idleneſs, he took a reſolu- 
tion to goe into Gadates Countrys,thereby to ob- 


lige him to come out and defend them, and by 


this meanes find ſome opportunity to, treate.with 
| him 
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him. Gadate who was within Babylon, had no 
ſoner intelligence of the Enemies march, buc 
he ſtraight went forth with thoſe forces which he 
commanded, to oppole Cyrus 3; which Gobrias ha- 
ving ummediately underſtood by his ſcours, he 
ſenr him a Gentleman of a try'd fidelity, who 
making a ſhow of plundring the Country with 


ſome few troopers, was willingly caken by the 


Aſyrians, who condued him into the preſence 
oft Gadate, by whom he was known to belong to 
Gobrias whoſe intimate friend he was, and having 
received him very civilly, he inquir'd of his 
Maſters health and affaires, upon which the Gen- 
tleman taking an occaſion to ſpeak with him in 
private, prefenced him a letter of -Credence from 
Gobrias, and aſſured him by word of mouth ofthe 
protegion which Cyr proffer'd him againſt 
Vedorezif he would quit his party, as he had a- 
bundanc reaſon to doe. This propoſition pre- 
ſently awaken'd che defires Gadate had to revenge 
himſelf of chat Tyrant, and cherefore without 
much conſultation, he inſtantly refolv'd to ſend 
the Gentleman back ſecretly, to certify Cyrus 
that he would ſuddenly come: in co him :; but nor 
to give my body caulc to ſuipect their private in« 
telligence, hecraved only the time to diſpoſe of 
thoſe things which might prove obſtacles to his 
defigne, andin the interim it appeared very re- 
quifite co him chat Cyr ſhould draw neere, and 
make as if he would befiedge a place which he 
named, that ſogetting into it under a colour of 
relieving ir, he might by Come ſmall ſalies diſpute 


the delivering of the place, till ſach time as he 
ſhould 
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ſhould find occafion to ſurrender it handſomely 
into his poſſeſſion : as he very plauſibly did after 
he had made a capirulation that was honora- 
ble, feigning that he yeilded out of neceſſity of 
ſprovifions, to which they had reduced him. At 
his leaving of this City,he went co waite on Cyrus, 
before whom ke proftrated himſelf according to 
the cuſtome of that Nation with the moſt pro» 
found adorations, | 

If the reſpe& wherewith Gadate ſaluted Cyrw 
were extraordinary , the civility that was re- 
turn'd him was noleſs ; heexpres'd fo much affa- 
biliry and honor by his carefſes, that Gadate was 
fully ſatisfied and comforted in finding fo gene- 
rousa Prote@or againſt the Tyrant UVefores. 

Cyr#4 after he hada while eatertain'd him, was 
defirous to know the cauſe which could excuſe 
thac infidelity” and rebellion againſt a Prince, 
whom nature and his birth had made to be his 
Soveraign, Geadate would have made the relatr 
on to him ; bur Cyr#s intreated him to repoſe 
himſelf in a Tenc, prepared for him after the 
coiles of his fiege, whiltt he would heare the ſtory 
from thoſe of his ſervants, who beſt knew the ſe» 
crets of ir, So Gadate tiking his leave to retire, 
commanded his Eſquire to rehearſe all che par- 
ticulars, who approaching neer Cy, began in 
this manner, 
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The Hiſtory of Gadate and Chryſeide. 


MY" Maſter upon leſs grounds then now he 
| has, might very juſtly have diſpenc'd with 
the Obedicnce he owes /V7&orez, and you will 
quickly find,that he is too generous to have for- 
laken chatparty, if that Tyrant had not cons 
trained him by ſuch cruelty as is above all ex- 
ample; innot only denying his Subje&s the Li- 
berty of innocent a@ions : but even the moſt 
becoming and Ligitimate defires as will appear 
by the following diſcourſe. 

Yau may have remarked, that befides the ad= 
vantages of his Birth and Condition, there are 
other very conſiderable qualities in my Maſters 
perſon, which Nature has with a liberal hand be- 
fow'd upon him, which made him eſteemed a- 
mongf all che Grandees in the 4ſyrian Court, 
He was eſpecially reſpeRed of all che Ladies in 
Genegal : but among thoſe whole affettion he 
had particwarly acquir'd, ſhe who was the moſt 
paſszonately in Love with him, was alſo the moſt 
unhappy. She was the Widdow of a great 
Lord,who had lived but five or fix moneths with 
her : but Young, and Handſome if ever any 
were. The King AﬀeQed her above all the 
Ladies of the Court, and Chryſetde, ſo was {he 
named, who was prepoſle(s'ed with the affeftion 
ſhe had towards Gadate, generouſly refuſed that 
which ſo many others eagerly ſought to obtain 
#ich all che Arts they could, 


Vitiorez 
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Vefiorez who was as much concerned for her 
diſdain as her beauty, firſt ſought all the :meang 
imaginable ro make her read and underſtand his 
paſſhon : he imploy'd a thouſand grateful paſs 
rimes to charm that god, who has nothing of 
Childiſhneſ(s in him bur his ftature, and who in 
bis licrleneſs may juſtly vaunt he is the great Fa- 
ther, and Univerſal cauſe- of all things. But 
finding her entertainment very cold, and at a 
diſtance, and having an opinion, that he ſhould 
rather becourted then denyed, he judged that 
what oppoſed his contentment, muſt needs be 
the conſideration of ſome rival, who had taketi 
poſſeſſion of her heart and fancy. Theſe thoughts 
prompted him to ordain ſpies to uncover that 
fair Ladies Ations ; but what vigilancy or care 
ſoere they uſed, they could not lay hold of the 
leaſt conieUture of her Love; ſhe having ever 
conceal'd ic with great diſcretion, believing it 
was not befitting the Reputation of a Woman, to 
anticipate Gadate by a roo evident fign, or any 
Declaration that might leave the Print of her 
ſhame written in the bluſhes of her Cheeks. 

The King having Joſt a great deal of time 
without any hope of ſucceſs to his content that 
way, imagin'd that to make her fenfible of- the 
worth of his eſteem for her, he muſt feign it Joſt 
aStowards her, and beſtow it upon one of her 
Neeces, whoſe Name was Prizes, with whom ſhe 
entertain'd a ftrickt League of Amity : that be- 
ing moved with envy, and the diſdain he ſhould 
reitifie cowards her, ſhe might reflent the loſs of 

his Aﬀe&io:1, and endeavour to redeem his fa- 
VOUr 
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your again. This Plot might. perhaps. have ta- 
ken effe&. had 1t been practized towards any o- 


ther but Ghryſexde, becauſethar- fair Sex, co whoni 


the-highelt retpett is Hue, are theleſ(s ableto ſuf- 
fer-difdain, by how much they: challenge reipe&t 
as' a7 particular, Tribuce. due: co them, | But ir 
wrought no'change in her, oily 'in ſtead of re- 


ceivinga ſevfible diſpleaſure - for having loſt 


that.:Noble pzey--our of her. coyles and? chains, 


ſhe manifetted'how much his love was trouble- 


ſome, and'importunate to her that could by.no 
means correſpond in the ſame terms with him 


-2gain,thougkr he were a perſon to whom-ſhe ow'd 


the greateſt reſpect and reverence of any in the 
World. THck ole Oh | 


The facceſs of this ſtratagem in fine betray'd 


'theincention of Vedorez, and inftead of ſubdu- 


ing the Will and Aﬀe@ions of Chryſeide ro him by 
this craft, he3ngaged Prinea by thoſe falſe Teſti« 
wonts of loveire ated ro a moſt violent paſſion 
for him, and this :Bjzarre: event caus'd infinite 
diforder and trouble to him, for that his diſci- 
mulation had produced a real love in the one, & 
his-real love had not been powerful enough to 
gain a civil. Correſpondency- from the other, 
this made him diſpair, the other was 1mpure 
tunare and clamorous, and: that which added 
moſt to his trouble was to have raifed ſuch an 
Enemy againft her, he fo dearly loved. Prinez 
knowing whac a bar the remembrance of Chry- 
ſeide was to hrer afte&ion;+ beheld her as a rival 
who'diſputed herthe Crown and Scepter. : So 
that ſhe; erperually watched to binder /{dorez 

N from 
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from Meeting and Conferring with her 3 who 
had not ſo well difſembled, but ſome flames of 
thac Love he cheriſt'd, for Chryſeide appeared 
thorow his falſe maſque : Inſomuch that the un. 
adviſed Princeſeem*'d in this AX to become his 
own cruel Executioner : himſelf having twiſted 
that fatal Cord of this own misfortune which e- 
ven ſtrangled his greateſt hopes; for had not he 
feined Love to Prinee, ſhe never, had oppos'd or 
ſtruggled ſo much againſt his defircs and content, 
He was many times in the: mind to diſcover 
his mind, end caſt himſelf at Chryſeides feet to 
impiore her pardon : but knowing her to be 
extream haughty; and Nobly Generous, the fear 
to reveal thoſe poor unhandſome Arts he had 
praiſed to vanquiſh her, which in all probabi- 
lity would but encreaſe her averſion, hindred 
him for ſome time : But as his ſhame did mo- 
derate and curb his impatience, ſo his. Love 
preſ(s*d and ſpurr'd him with a moſt ſtrange: vio- 
lence, And he in fine was confſtrain'd to declare 
himſelf openly ; but not having ſo much reſo]u- 
tion as to preſent himſelf before her, whom he 
had ſeemingly (lighted, herather choſe to write 
a letter, in thele following expreſſions, 


Viciorez to Chryſeide, 


'.cauteous Chryſeide, I do not ake your pardon, 
Mofere IT aske your Puniſhment for a fault, , which 
the exceſſe of my Love might nevertheleſs excuſe, 
ſrace that alone is guilty : acknowledge it Chry*- 
teide, yo having givenit Birth, and if the diſ- 

| | guiſe 
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griſe T have made uſe of to cover it, have wrong+ 
ed your merit z do you ordain the puniſhment and 
ſatisfaflion , being my Soveraign , and IT ſhall have 
this one advantage at leaſt, that you will be obliged 
to recompence the perſeverance, after you have cha-= 
flized the Crime. Let not that which T feined to. 
wards Prinea, offend you Chryſeide, thoſe falſe ap. 

arances betrayed the Sentrments of my Soul, and 
I have already ſuffer d enough in the Conſtraint I 
was engag'd to, rendring her 1he Teſtimonies of an 
Aﬀe@iion which never were truly addreſsd to anv 
but your ſelf : but if yau are nt yet ſatisfied with 
my Repentince ; 1 will preſent my ſelf in perſon 
before you, my. Dear Princeſs, fo receive from your 
fair Mouth the Puniſhment, you (hall wonchſafe tg 
pronounce , and hope by that Submiſſion you ſhall 
find, that T am the moſt real,and moſt affeGnate of all 
yur ſlaves, 

Vecorez, 


If Chryſeide received this Letterwith a great 
deal of wonder, not imagining theKing thoughe 
now in the leaſt of Love co her, ſhe read ir with 
no leſs diſpleaſure, finding her ſelf again perſe- 
cuted by one, from whoſe importunate (une ſhe 
bleſt her late hoped delivery. She fenr him 
word, That it ſeem'd he relied very firons'y upon her 
diſcretion, ſince he did not fear lea't ſpe might Fubliſh 
that Embaſſy to Prinea, who alone received offence bu 
bis difimulation : if it were true be had fein'd Love to 
a perſon, whoſe Beauty merited a more true pa Jon, and 
Poſeambition wou!ld —_ bros. ſo great au affront ; 
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that for her part ſi:e wouldnever be wanting in her de. 
wir, which was ever to hear a greater reſpef} and ve-' 

ration, then iuve towards her Soveraign Prince. 
Ti.is Antwer brought the amorous VeFores ins 
tothe opimon which flatter'd his paſsion,he now 
thought bryſeide had been more civil then cruel, 
and that having perceiv'd the diftereicethere is 
berween the receiving the adorations or diſdain 
ot her Severaign, (he had acknowledg'd her er- 
10Uur by that word of reſpe?, which ought ro be 
confirned in the mouth of a Subje&t,andza woman 
toran exprefxion of Love, which the mear mo- 
deity of that fex forbids them to expreſs more 
plainly. He could give himſelf no repoſe or 
;e{pit ciil he waiced on her, to be confirmed in 
his flattering opinion ; bur the preſence of Chry- 
feidde which he gueſs'd {1 favourable to his inter- 
pretarion, quick! undecerved him. Not that 
ſhe was wanting in what ihe had promiſed : for 
ar his reception, fne treated him as a Ring : but 
as {foon as he laid by that Vagiſtick Girb to als 
ſuieche Perſon of a Lover, the exprels*d all that 
froideur and coynes, Which is praftized ordinz- 
rily by fuch as have nor the Icaft ſentiment or 
ſpark of afteſtion. Ieforcs was moſt ſenhibly 
ne-led at this entertainment z and perceiving all 
is tubinittons and (Cajolleries were fruitleſs, he 
proceeded to Menacesz and told her ar parting, 
thar Lnce he was betcer created when he aCted as 
King cowards her, he would henceforth never 
( hange that quality 3 thar (6 he might make uſe of 
the power that preheminence gave him, to ob- 
tall that which ſhe refuſed ſo proudly both 
: co 
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to -his - Prayers', , and fubmiſsions. 

Theſe threats imprinted ſo much fear in Chry- 
ſeide's s heart, who was acquainted with I/eGorez 
violent Natupe if provoxed, chat: ſhe decreed 
abſolutely. to: feex+ all poſſible means whereby 
ſhe mighc decently, make, known her inclina- 
tion to Gadate,; that ſo obliging him by att: &ion 
to joyne to her.incereſts, ſhe might be the more 
ableto, ;efiftalf charVeCorez could indeavour and 
defiga agaight her repoſe and honour. Gadate 
who badall the Sentiments of a heart tru'y ce- 
nerous, quickly perceiving by the looks Chry- 
ſeide Cecxetly lever'd at him eo invade his liberty, 
what it was ſhe deſired from him, would nor dif- 
puce the Conqueſt much; bur havi g g ſeriouſly 
confider'd; the Merits and Virtue of. chat amiable 
Woman ; beftow'd all his affeftions on her as a 
perſon, whom he was boundto Love and Honour 
intirely, 

Qn.the other hand Prinea, hott envious 'ea- 
lute made her concinually watch and ſtu iy | er 
ruine, that ſeemed to rob her of Vedorez heart, 
whoſe falſe-hqad lince he forſogk her, had ſen(i- 
bly affronted her Reputarion,,,was the firſt that 
diſcover'd the affeftion which: theſe ewo Lovers 
would yet have; clouded from (the eye. of the 
World, till Cuch. time as they .had ſetled their 
affairs in ſuch a polture as to out-bid all fear and 
oppoſition when it were Paubliſh'd, One day 
whilſt ſhe was complaming to the King of thac 
Inftdelicy, the pretended he had commirted a- 
gainit her, and ſtrove co lure him back to her 
defixes again ; She ſhow'd him how hood-winl:t 
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his paſhons were to diſpiſe her that cheriſh'd him 
torenderly, and to give his reſpe& and caſt a- 
way his love upon an ingratefal Woman who 
diltegarded him, and from whom it was fruit- 
leſs co expect any return of affeftion, becauſe 
the had already 'made a gifr of it to Gadate, 
who alſoloved her molt paſſionately again. 

This Intelligence was che Fire; and Stubble, 
and bellows which wholly inflamed che Rage 
and Fealouhe thac had ſo lung been ſmoother- 
ing in the Paſſionate Kings boſome, and which 
his late vilite ro Chryſeide had already begun to 
ftir and awaken; he intreated Prizes to' be the 
Miniſter, as having a principal intereſt, to ruine 
and take away that obſtacle to her felicity. And 
he engag'd that provided ſhe would give him 
wore certainty of this intrigue, that he would 
acknowledge her affe&ion by a juſt retaliation of 
his own, and the reflentment of the Injury he 
would caſt upon that ingrateful Creacture'that 
had flighted him.  VeGorez might have (citthe 
long enough in vain amongſt all thoſe Fnends,m 
whom he moſt contided, before he cou)d have 
mer with a perſon more careful and exa@ ro per- 
toim this Commiſſion, She immediately learnt 
by one of Gadate's Servants whom ſhe had bri- 
bed with money, the ordinary time when hee- 
very day ſecretly left his Houfe, and ſhe was in- 
formed by a Chamber-Maid belonging to Chry- 
ſeide, her acquaintance of old, that juſt at that 
hour Gadate viſited and waited on Chryſcide in 
4 private place, where they had the liberty of a 
ſ\ree entertainment, This led her afterwards - 
} 4's LS i p \ : t n 
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the knowledge of the party, to-whom they both 
confided the ſecrecs which chey' wrote of their 
affe&ion, and by whom they fent the paper Mcf- 
ſages of their appointments, and as Shenarrow- 
ly watch'd his goings and comings betwixt theſe 
lovers by her many truſty ſpies : one day-as ſhe 
rettirn'd from Chryſeide, whither Gadate had dil. 
patched him : Shecaus'd him tobe ceazed on by 
ſome unknown 'perſon<, who: having (earched 
his pockets, cook away a note, 'by which:the in- 
treated himto come toone of her Aunts, where 
ſhe would be infallibly that evening ro meer 
him. 

Vefcrez whoſe Jealouſie had rendred himr a 
mortal Enemy to Gadate, had no fooner know- 
ledgeof their Randez-vows, but he reſolved to 
way-lay him himſelf, with Come of his Conk- 
dents in a place, which he muſt neceffarily pals, 
that by one blow he might rid himſelf ot rhe 
obje& of Chryſe:ids's love, and his own vengeance 
by depriving him of life. He went very early to 
the 5 wok appointed, in a diſguiſe ;and fenr (ome: 
unknown perſons, who were very well acquain- 
ted with Gadates face, toſpy, when he entred, 
and takenotice of his habit and perſon : for fear 
leaſt at his return they ſhould faſten upon fome 
other by miſtake. Theſe Scours faw C hryſzide go 
in and ſeveral other people, without perceiving 
Gadate, whom one of his kindred had carrie&t 
thitherin her Coach, drefs'd in a womans habit; 
they were yertexpedting his coming, when Vedo- 
es excited by his impatienc jealouſe went to 


'acm; and waderſtanding that they had noe 
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ſeen his. Rival yet.come by, ht fixed his relolve go 
ſteal away Chryſeide, or rather, raviſh her ehence 
by force, it Gadateeſcap'd his hands. , During 
theſe choughts and deliberations, he ſtaid cill all 
the company came forth of that houſe; . and 
perceiving he could not diſcever him, againſt 
whoſe life the Plot was frame!?!,..'when Chryſeide's 
Coach had advanc'd ſome diftance from him, he 
preſently made ' after and: affayited it. The 
Cries and Moansof thoſe withic' the Coach, was 
all cheir defence, and- though molt times thoſe 
feeble Succours axe altogether ineffectual ; yet 
now they were ſo powerful and ſucceſsful as tq 
preſerve'them, by alarming Gadate who was not 
very far of. That Lover preſently flew with 
ſpeedat his Ladies 'firſt dolefut ;Snmmons, and 
prompted with the/intereſt of that love, he had 
in her whom they would raviſh from him, he-fell, 
uporone of thoſe that ſeconded the Kings vio-+ 
lence, and having wrung the Sword ont of his 
hand, he ran direftly cothe'throng that had at- 
raqu'd them, who nor expe&ing from one that, 
appear*'d ro be a-Woman, 'any. other -rehiſtance 
but noiſe and clamours were unawares difarger- 

ed and amazed ar his furious blows, | 
There Love on either part txercis'd. its.rage 
and fuiy. The King who had che greateſt jnter- 
eſt.in this a&ion, did firſt oppole Gadate: bur 
wanting the aſliffance of Juſtice iv this quarrel, 
he began; co give way to his rivals fury, whoſe 
vigercus arme he had already felt-: when thoſe 
that accompanied him, leaving C hryſeide to ſave 
F ectores, gave her opportunyy to eſcape from 
| | | thein, 
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them, and. took away all means from Gadate 
to compleat his full revenge, Their number, 
in fine, ore*whelm'd him, and after a brave. 
refiftance ' equal, boih co his love and valour, 
whereby he had Jaid three at his feet, bim- 
ſelf ſunk down pierced with wonnds amid(t- 
his Enemies, FYeGorez, was in fo grand a cons 


he lefc him in the Screec, commanding them 
ro convey away his men, and was, himſelf pre- 
ſently carried to his Palace, no lefs covered with 
blood then ſhame; and to. hide it from alk. 
knowledge, he commanded his Phyſtzans and; 
Chyrurgeons, to give. for a pretence. that he was 
not ſeen abroad, thar*cwas ſome other indi] 
fition which affliited him, and forbad thoſe, 
who had aſſiſted him rherein, ever to whiſper che. 
leaſt word of it to any other. You may gueſs, 
with what diſquiec he paſſed the reſt of the night, 
his anger gave him [efle repoſe then his wounds, 
and . his jealoufte  quickly- ſuggeſted co his 
thoughts, that the tuteJary Demon which had 
rob-ed him of his Chryſeide, muſt affuredly+be 
Gadate.: who the berter © hide his amours,, 
diſguis'd himſelf under che feined ſhape of a 
Woman. . 3 5 | 
Whilft he was wracked with theſe ſuſpicions 
Chryſeide,, who notwithſtanding her danger and 
fright could not goe far from kim, but thorow 
feare of his diſaſter had concea}'d her ſelf at the 
corner of the ſtreet, to ſee the event of the 
| combar 
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combat returnd as ſoon as the noiſe was over to 
ſeek for him. The night was not ſo dark, but that 
at ſome ſhort intervals the wind ſweeping the 
clow.ls wich ſome impetuolity left the face of 
Heaven fo cleere and ftarry, that by their charie 
table lighe, this unhappy lover ſoon found what 
ſhe fought, for with ſo much feare and grief, and 
which neverthelefs (he expe&ed, as now appear'd 
too true. i'e lay ftreich'd upon the pavement 
cloſs by a doore towards which he had trail 'd 
himfelf, bur the loſs of his blood and ſtrength 
ftop'd him before he arriv'd there. 

The cries which this woeful ſpeQacle made her 
at firft dire& towards heaven, which ſhe with 
melring eyes petition'd for juſtice againſt the 
cruel] affaſfins, were loud enough to be heard in 
the lofrieſt ſtar Chamber of che gods above, who 
referv*d the vengeance, ſurely, to be performed 
by the hands of Cyrws Her fobs interrupted thoſe 
fiſt clamours, & lecting fall herlookes upon the 
obje&&t of her miſery,after ſhe had ſome muments 
fix'd them there, ſhe ſoftly bow*d her head upon 
kim , calling him with an accent compound- 
ed of love and forrow both together, Gadate, 
Gadate, (aid ſhe, my deareſt life : and raiſing her ſelf 
up a little, purſued ſhe or rather my dearer death , ſince 
thou replieſi-nothing, thou art no longer to be counted 
among(t the living ; but if it be true that thou haſt 
loved me, can thy faire ſoule be gone and leave mine 
here? and wherefore muſt T live fince I have loſt him 
who alone inſpir'd me, where js thy ſoule fled, my Ga= 
date, can it be that which makes melive fiill: = 
| X Bake 
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qake it then again, ſaid ſhe Kiſſing his lips afſeHionately> 
I breath it back into thee with all my beart. 

She felt a little breath remaining in him, 
whieh the faint motion of his heart atteſted, 
which made her ftoop co marke with more atcen- 
tion, whecher it were truly ſome ſmall remain- 
der of life yet in him, or the laſt knell of her ex- 
piring lover ; bur finding it continued ſtill aps 
parently, I heare thee, ſaid ſhe, my deare ſoule, 
thou anfwereſt me : butis it to take thy laſt adieu, or 
to call me to follow thee ? (aying this, ſhe ſoftly laid 
her trembling hand upon his heart, and finding 
it beat and throb a little; let us wot die my Dear 
Gadata, ſince I yet feel the motions of our ſoule within 
thy boſome: live for my ſakg,unleſs you'l have me ſiraight- 
way die for yours, And having faid this, ſhe per- 
ceiv*d her hand was bathed in blood : where- 
with being again afrighted, ſhe ſought for that 
wound whence fo much blood did iſſue. 

Bur oh ſtrange /! ſhe ſeem'd to ſhew, more trou- 
ble for this fame wound, then ſhe had done 
whilft ſhe beleeved him dead, and tearing the 
linnen ſhe had on her head, ſhe made a ſhifc to 
ſtop the blood from flowing, whilt with her 
teares that waſh'd and bath*d his face, ſhe ſtrove 
to call him from his (woun'd to life again ; bur 
finding her indeavours all in vain, ſhe ſent her 
careful looks abroad ro find ſome other aſliftance: 
when inftanely a man prefenting himſelf, rold 
her, that being moved with her doletul cries, 
he came to lend her all che ſervice he was able, 
and asking the cauſe of that funeſtuous acci- 
dent ? the briefly related the truth of char ſad 
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ory, and then beſeeched him, by all that waz 
mott deare to him on earth, co help her carry 
her deare Gadate inſtantly co ſome neerplace, 
who without ſpeedy remedy would breath his 
Iaſt. The man whom ſhe believed heaven it ſelf 
had ſent to her aſſiftance profeſling ſolemnly he 
ſhared in her griefes, ſtoop'd down as were to 
helpe hertake him up, when £11 My the bars 
barous vilain, inftead of performing that: chari- 
cable office, unſheath'd a rs; = indeavour'd 
coplunge it into Gadates heart... A 
The unhappy blow was ſo much the more cru» 
el to Chryſeide, becauſe it deluded the hopes (he 
had joytully conceived of his eels line, 
yet ſhe immediately flew at him, and being tran(» 
ported with a kind of fury,' cryed aloud, Traitor, 
thou baſt miſtaken, if thou wouldjt murther Gadate, 
ſtrike my breſt for here his ſoule 1s houſed, and he does live 
in me ; but thou haſt now kill'douly me infernall Mon- 
fer, in his perſon, Love had lent (ſo much ftrength 
to Chryſeide, and this juſt reproach ftiruck fo 
wuch terror into that baſe butchers heart, 
that he had force enough to ſtay him, though he 
mainly ſtruggled to ſcape our of her hands, till 
thoſe that had bafore fled from che danger, fent 
ſome armed men thither to reſcue her, who:tnd» 
ing her ſtriving with this aſſaſſin, ſoon ended that 
unequal combat , by killing her Enemy,,- . His 
death contributed very. much to Gadates life 
Chryſeide was no ſooner delivered from thatT rai- 
tor, bur ſhe haſtily ran to him, and perceiving 
that helived vet, and chat the laſt wonnd he re- 
ceived was not fo dangerous as her feares Pad 
made 
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made'her doubt, finding her ſelf too weake, to 
carry that deare burden alone, which neverche- 
leſs ſhe eagerly covered to doe :; ſhe admitted of 
their afliftance that. were preſent to. beare him 
thence :.till che coach the had ſent for , mec 
them 3 in which they laid him; repoling his 
head upon her panting breft, Whilit they were 
thus going, as it Gadate had been in a condition 
to anſwer her: ſhe enterrain'd him, with what 
her love, ſometimes trembling for feare, and 
othertimes flattering with hope, did ſuggeſt to 
her thoughts ; and being ar laſt arriv'd at his own 
dwelling, ſhe would not leave him till che Chi- 
rargians had given her a confident affurance of 
his recovery, and that himſelf having happily 
recover*'d his ſpirits and knowledge again, car- 
neſtly conjured her to goe and repolc her (elf. 

In the incerim, the King full of impatience 
that he ſaw no return of che party he had ſent to 
diſpatch the poor Gadate if he were yet alive, ſe- 
cretly commanded anocker co goe and make a 
diſcovery What had paſs'd, who brought him 
word how he found him dead on che pavement. 
\What ever plaints and moanes the ſmart of his 
wounds tore from his mouth & breſt, his jealouſy 
and paſſion troubled him more when he under- 
ſtood thac he whoſe valour had carried che prize 
of Chryſeide from his weakerarme, and whom he 
gueſs'd afſuredly ro be Gadate, had yet eſcap'd. 
what Demon, cry'd hez for theiecan be no men 
ſo bold and temerary, hath fetch'd away my 
Enemy, and traverſing my intentions , hath 
flain wy faithful Miniſters? Gods, doe you cre- 

ate 
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ate Kings to make them ſo unhappy, and doe 
you grant them ſo much power, to have ſo little 
uſe, and command of ir, when they have need 
toimploy it. Take back the Crown which you 
have placed on my head, I will not hold the 
Scepter : if that be the bar which ſeparates me 
from Chryſcides love, the advantage of ſwaying 
ic ; bringing che more confilion, by the ſhame 
for not being puiſſant enough to ſubdue the ſpi- 
rit of a/'woman, to the (ame compliance which 
ſhe yeilds to one that's but myſubjc&. How unjuſt 
youre, all che power you give me; 1$it but 
only to commit murthers and affaſſinations ? 
and the abſolute dominion I have over the lives 
of men, might it not better have been limited 
only, to reach the wills of thole thatare my val- 
ſals? Or had you but ſeconded that violence | 
undertook by the authority I hold from heaven, 
which is to have no other law but my own willz 
I ſhould acquieſce in your decrees : but to deride 
and better ſccff at me, or rather in truth; to 
bring contempt and ſcorne upon your felves, 
ſincel am your own Image here beneath, you 
bring a woman in the lifts whom I cannor over- 
come, andifyon ſend a man in for her fecond, 
he too muſt be diſguis'd under the habit of that 
timerous fex, Butno, I wrongfully complain 
of you; the irregularity of my paſſion does abuſe 
me; let us make open triall of chat Soveraignty 
is given us, that, that alone can be effe&ual : 
ſince ſoothings and deceits have proved vain ; let 
Chryſeide be inſtantly ſent for,and what reſiftance 
ſoere ſhe make, lee ber be brought whether ſhe 
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condiſcend or nor. Some of thoſe that were pre- 
ſent in his Chamber,were already putting the,m- 
ſelves in a poſture to obey him, whom he again 
ſtop'd by theſe words : Stay, ſaid he, I doe net 
think, ou what 1 undertake : if there were only Chry= 
ſeide withGadate toreſi/t me.my paſſion might be quicks 
ly ſatisfied : but I have love to conquer ; nor bave 
cauſe at all of ſhame, if the highejt gods having bowed 
to his yoake, 1 alſo-yeild to his inevitable doome How » 
ever let's try to traverſe his intents in all that can be 
poſſible, and have no more reſped to that drvinity at 
all that uſes ſo much cruelty, | 

His Phyfitians and Chyrurgians perceiving 
him much heated with theſe boſome contefts, 
beſeeched him to calme his thoughts a lictle, leaft 
it ſhould cauſe ſome inflammation in his wounds, 
which otherwiſe were out of the reach of death ' 
and danger, He could hardly contain himſelf : 
bur refle&ing afcerwards upon the deſign he had 
propos'd to hide his paſſion, he quarrel'd with 
his own raſh tongue, for having proclaim'd fo 
much, and ſtritly enjoyned thoſe that over- 
heard-him, never to impart thoſe ſecrers. 

They all obſerved this command lo religiouſly, 
that none could imagine for what reaſon Vefo- 
rez would not be ſcene, nor ſuſpe& him to have 
conſorted in the rape of Chryſeide, and the foule 
arrempt againſt Gadates lite, What ever infor- 
mations they coul.4 make were loſt labours ; and 
it would belock*d up in filenct (ecrefy ſtill. iffhe 
who it rather ſeem'd had moſt cauſe to cover it 
fince ſhe had managed all rhe bloody tragedy, 
had not reveal'd it firſt, . Prinee having heard no 

| news 
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"news from the King, who had through negle& 
"wholly forgotten her, but cnly as an inſtrument 
'that had caus'd his ſhame and unhappineſs, and 
having certain intelligence that Vedorez had a 
full intent to have ftollen away Chryſeide', was 
even pin'd todeath wich grief when ſhe -remem- 
bred that her (elf had: procntred thathappy oc- 
cation, as ſhe judg'd it, for her rival 3 and 'be- 
- ginning to ſhake off the fond opinion of the Kings 
affeftion to her, ſhe thought ic would be the 
more compleat revenge for his disdain,and falfſe- 
hood, by rendring him the more hateful to her 
"whoſe love he hunted for through fo much trou- 
ble and danger. And that to this purpoſe it 
would be beſt rolet Chryſeide and Gadate be ac- 
quainted that *ewas VeGorez who had attempted 
the rape of the one, and murther of the other; 
and at the fift vinite ſhe made her coufin, ſhe re- 
vealed che whole ſecret to her. 

Though Chryſeide were ftruck with amazement, 
' yet ſhe was cafily induced to beleeve ir, becauſe 
-the was no ſtranger to the Kings, violence and 
paſſion ; and knowing. it was now too late to con- 
ceale her affe&ion to Gadate,and his reciprocally 
co heragain,ſhe gave him immedia:e notice there- 
of, Gadate who was extremely generous, could 
hardly beleeve the defign of ſo black a deed could 
be hatch'd in the mind of ſuch a man, who was 
borne a Prince, and to whom the gods had gi- 
ven ſo much Authority, only rhat he -mighr doe 
juſtice ro his ſubjef&ts. The notice however they 
had taken of the villain that was laſt kilPd, who 


was well known to be one of the Kings Officers, 
| before 
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before they had carricd him thence, was a ftrong 
argument of chis truth, beſides many other par- 
ticularities which fhe cold him, to which he had 
not till chen lent any obſervation, or beleefe. 
- . Vedorez notwithſtanding to take away all ſuf- 
pition, and wipe out all thoſe impreflions that 
Chryſe ide might ſtamp in his mind, ſent to vilic 
him, and let him know, that if he had not been 
conficain'd to confine himſelf to his Chambter,by 
reaſon of a ſlight indiſpoſition, which hindred 
him from going-abroad, he would have come in 
perſon to witneſs his ſorrow for that accident,in= 
creating him only to be carcful of his recovery, 
whiltt himſelf would take care to (eek out bis 
Enemies, to make an exemplary Juſtice by. which 
it ſhould appear that they had mortally offended 
him in his perſon. | | 

To combat theſe malitiousimpoſtures,Chryſeide 
was forc*'d to diſcover the ſecret of the Kings 
paſſion, towards her, to Gadate in that exceſs 
which he as yet had not imagin'd, and the teſti- 
mony andSeals his letter concain'd which ſhe im- 
parted to him, and what Prizes had related as 
a farther proof in this point. | 
The certain khowledce of ſuch a puiſſant ri- 
val began to difquiet his foul , and would have 
wholly diſcompos'd his mind, if chat faire Crea- 
turewho ſoon read ic by the alterations in his 
face, had not quickly diſpel'd che tempeſt which 
his jealouſy was - gathering, by theſe Words 
Feare uot Gadate, you have no cauſe to feare, I know 
what the ſadneſs of your lookes expreſs, but let not the 
higheſt proofes of his love 1 have revealed, raiſe any 
| 's) doubts, 
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Qonbts, Tf this puiſſant rival whom you dread, have 
fonnd nogreater obſtacle to his love then the diſpoſitions 
1 had towards you, when 'y bisreſpefs and ador ations 
he endeavour'd to alure my ſoule to himſelf : What can 
you apprehend now ſince he has affronted and wronged 
me ſo baſely, and that the inclination T had for youy 
deare ſelf is converted into love : but what love Gadate; 
alas ſhall T dare name it, you know it enough already, 
and the laſt evidence I have given you cannot but place 
your beleef above all doubts, if there were roome for any, 
Il hat greater proofes Can you demand,$Speake Gadate, 
muſt I die to gain your full beleefe : '\4h,what was there 
wanting, tell me prethee, did I not ſeek, for death, whtn 
I dur(t cope with him that came to quench that ſmall 
remaining ſparke of life inthe ſireames of your 'ow®t 
lood. 

I know indeed, rep!y'd Gadate, that I havenothing 
fo feare, ſince you forbid it, But, Madam, | have n6i- 
ther Crown, nor Scepter to reward your affefion, nor 
with my perſon can you eſponſe any thing, but the hatred 
cf a King, who now cat "make you a worthy Queen, The 
regret that you ſhould looſe thoſe advantages in conſides 
ration of me, and that T am not able to recompence 
that loſs,but by the Grandeur of an affeion, which truly 
has no, paralel ( but which #tvertheleſs can procure you 
nothing elſe ſuitable toit ) is that which caſts me into ſo 
much trouble. That Chryſeide ſhould refuſe Ueo- 
rez, to embrace Gadate, put by a Kino, to entertain 
a \ubjet; is a Prodigy of grace and goodneſs which 
ſpould ſurpaſs, the hopes of ambition it ſelf, notwith- 
fianding my Deare Chryleide, theſe are not only things 
which I may fondly hope for z hut ſuch as your aſſu- 
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rance crownes me with Moſt rare effet of lyve, but 
yet produced by @ cauſe mere rare : Adorable C hry « 
leide, at leaſt permit me as an earneſt of my affeGicn, 
to avenge the baſe attempt of that 1gnoble King,you have 
leſs reaſon to endure the affront he would have 
acted, then to refuſe the Cr,ywn he proftrates at your feet 
by this meanesyou ſhall no longer have that loatbſome 
je.of your batred in your Eye, nor I have further 
cauſe of any apprebenſion, Chryleide would not ſuffer 
him to goe on, but abſolutly, forbad him to expreſs any 
reſentment trwards the King, wh0 ſeem'd to repent his 
crime, ſince he confeſs'd his ſhame by hiding it, hey 
afterwards vow'd an eternal love, towhich they call'4 
the gods for witn-ſ:, and reſolv'd to: Cure their felici- 
ty at ſooneſt by a ſpeedy marriage. 

Ar the ſame rime that they propounted t- 
rooteand eſtabliſh their coritent,Veforez, ftudiel 
to undermine it. As foon as he was cured of his 
wounds, he went to viſit Gadate, and repeated 
over to him perſonally what he had formerly 
ſent him word off, The Kings ſanity rrouble | 
theſe lovers happineſs, Chryſ-ide ſeldome {aw Gu- 
date; and the feare leaſt Veforez ſhould renew his 
love together with his inſeparable jealouſy,made 
ter not viſit him, but with much caution and ſe- 
crecy, till he way able to goe abroad, and v:iftt 
her himſelf, withoiit openly declaring himſelf 
her lover. | | 
 Vetiorez being faithfuly advertis'd of theſe en- 
terviews, became fo jealous, that not able t5 
ſuffer another to enioy that fulneſs of happy re- 

ofe, which he could by no meanes taſte, he re- 
lyed to ſeparate theſe rwo lovers, beforer hey 
() 2 could 
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could have the bleffed opportunity co tye them- 
ſelves cloſer by the indifloluble and holy knot of 
marriage whica heapprehended above all chings, 
and which he nevercheleſs foreſaw would be in«- 
evitable, unleſs he haſtily caſt in ſome impedi- 
ment to obl[lrutit, As he was forecaſting this 
ugly deiign, a fit occaſion preſented it ſelf co him 
to put 111 execution 3 the mhabitants of a remote 
Province did infolently raiſe a mutinyz and it 
being necetlary to ele&t (yme perſon of eminency 
and Authority, as well as of ability and courage, 
to quell theſe {ditions ſpirics and range, them 
ro their 'uſt Devoir, his jealouſy eaſily ſuggeſted 
him inſtantly co impoſe this Commiſſion on Ga-« 
date, thereby to ſnatch him away and pare him 
from Chrzſcide, He propounded it to his Coun= 
cel, wholoon approved his choice, as the fitreſt 
peilon of his Courtz and net conſidering the 
particular intereſts that lead him to it, immedi- 
ately dilpacched all the orders requir'd towards 
Liz's ExXPEeIION, 

This buſineſs did indeed call for a diligent diſ- 
poling of affairs: bur yer the jealous impariency 
thatnectled Veciorez made him precipitate that 
Geparture the more ſuddenly ; ſo that his rival 
had {carcely time, to ſet his own domeſtick bu- 
iineſs in order, becauſe the King feigned to 
have received freſh intellicence, that without a 
very quick remedy, that fire of rebellion which 
k'1cCled moreand more, might perhaps ſudden- 
iy enflame his neighbouring Provinces. 

Gagate plainly perceived what poſted him from 
Ba'1lcz, aid that his deare, Deare Chryſeide yu 
: mage 
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made him part with ſo much trouble and unwil- 
lingneſs, was the (ole cauſe ; yet he was forc'd 
toyeild to Soveraign command, and obey the 
Kings abſolute power without delay, leaſt he 
ſhould ucterly ruine his hopes and future for 
tunes. 

The evening before his departure, he waited 
on his Chryſeide : where chough thele ewo faithful 
friends had very much to lay to each other, yec 
were they ſo overwhelar'd with grief, that for a 
long time, they could demand no ocher exprefii- 
ons bur mournful itghes and teares :; but when 
they perceiv'd the facal moment of their ſep.ra- 
tion approached,Gadate in fine broke ftience with 
theſe words, Ie muſt part, fair Chryfeide ; 
'tts heavens decree, as weli the Kinns will ; but what 
muſt we expe in ſo long and tedious an abſcnce, if we 
find ſo much trouble only to ſay adien? A love, reply'd 
Chryfeide, which ſhall never nntye the union of our 
fouls, whatever fortune plot or contrive againſt us; 
lyve me ffill Gadate, but as I ſhall, and doe, love yor;, 
and we fhall thus triumph over all oppoſition, and mak? 
them know, our conftency and promis'd Faith, is firmer 
rooted and founded, then their objtinate and unhand« 


ſome malice. 


That [ ſhould cus you for ever reparte# Gadate, 
is to command me a thing from which I cannot poſſi» y 
decline , ſince mo object can ever poſſibly be ſo lovely 
as Chryſcide, as nothing can be ſo pleaſing an 
charming as the ſweet , ad, too ſorrowful rement- 
brance of your preſence, Gods, who know fitture e- 
vents, an4 can read all our afions, 'ere we Conceiy? 
ther, or write them inour intentions, jirikg me with 
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thunder immediately, rather then ſuffer 112 to be falfe 


ts her : bat no you ſhall never chaſtiſe me for that crime, | 


what power ſoere you have over us, for ſince you cannot 
ſhape a beauty more glorious, nor furniſh a ſoul with 
more perfetion, ſhe ſhall be eternally the only object of 
ny affedtion and veneration. Tet I muſt leave you 
a. areft C hryſeide, to pleaſe the jealous humour of a ri- 
val who teares me fromyou, rather then for that intereſt 
of State which is pretended, I muſt be my own Fnemy 
b; this ſelf baniſhment, to humour him, and under the 
pretence of ſerving my King and Country. uban4on you, 
t» the danger of a r Tyrant. © But let it be ſo, I muſt 
way, and 1 leave all to your undaunted conſtancy ; 
which T aare re'y upon, though 1 foreſee what tryals 
* here will be to undermine and ſhake it ; and remember, 

*(i of Ladies, that having promis'd me your intire love, 
2f you now faulter in your faithful reſolve, you ſtain 
yorr own white ſoul, and ſpot that i nnocency that yet i 
cleerer then the unſoiled Lily But you will never ſit 
ſo bighly agaizft your own celebrated vertue; 'is it not 
tri? "Madam? ? thewc ry thoughts | have dreſs 4 in theſe 
gords, a: 'eth refore criminal 3 and I gos from you with 
th ; conſolation, and aſſurance, that whatſoever diftance 
parts or bt tes, yet our ſou!s will ever dwell together, 
114 you Cont inne mine, as inſeparably, and as long 4s 
Tam jours 1 that roſe to all Eternity, reply d (I e, "and 
zxore, faid Gadate, i if it were poſsible, 


A deep and violent figh on either ſide, ended 
this fad difcourſe; and they had no more power 
of ſpeech lefr after it, but only to give a Melan- 
choily farewel at the laſt, Gadateat parting left 
her his pifture, and in a noble Exchange was 
111 
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inrich'd with hers. If the crouble, and diſplea- 
ſure of this cruel ſeparation, diſturbed them of 
that repoſe, which {leep mighc otherwiſe have 
afforded them : the joy that flowd in Vedorez 
mind, did the fame to him, The pleaſing 
thought of having procur'd their parting kepc 
him (ti[]l waking 3 and the impaticnce of ſeeing 
him,though night were almoſt neere its end, fo 
wrack'd him, that he accuſed the Sun of tloth 


and lazineſs, for not driving away the clowds of 


darkneſs ſooner and appearing in that Horizon, 
to uſher in the long'd ;for morning, that ſhould 
abſent his rival. 

Hardly was the night diſmiſt, bur he ſent 
Gadate word he muſt conſult with him 3 not char 
he had any new buline(s ; but only he thereby 
meant to rob him of the opportunity of being 
with Chryſeide ; and when he was come, he en- 
tertained him with a thouſand diflembled careiles 
and civilities : even till the houre of his depar- 
ture, and then would fee him mounted and con- 
duced out of the Palace Gates, after which he 
immediately defired an Aſſembly of all the 
Court Ladies, where Chryſeide could not but ap» 

car, 

What diſorder and torments, good heaven, 
did ſhe not ſuffer,when ſhe beheld him neer,thar 
had abſented her choiceſt friend ſo far from her ? 
however ſhe diflembled the beſt ſhe could, not to 
irritate him, from whom ſhe had already re- 
ceivd ſuch teſtimony of anger and Tyranny, and 
of whom ſhe feared worſe : But,to ſhun his im- 
portunities for thetime ro come, the reſolv'd wo 
| | O 4 banith 
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baniſh her ſelf from the City, and intreated one 
of her kindred to pitty her misfortunes, and: by 
carrying her intoa remote dwelling, where her 
husband was in the Country to free her from one 
part of rhoſe troubles chat fit fo heavy on her 
{pirit. Uedorez, who was informed of her in- 
tent immediately ſummon'd chac ladies husband 
to the Court ; and having taken away the pre- 
tence of Chryſcides journey, detained her in Baby- 
lon; andto engage her the more to that abode, 
he beſtowd an office at Court on the Unckle ſhe 
ſojourned with, which tyed and confined her 
conſequently within his own walls. Bur finding 
his moſt ſedulous endeavours could gain him 
no advantage upon her inflexible Spirit, and 
that whatever art he uſed ro conquer her, ſhe 
countermined and made ſhift to defeate his ex- 
peCtations, he was fired with rage and anger ;zand 
having found out that theſe two lovers kept a di- 
ligent correſpondency by paper Embaſſies , he 
bethought himſelf of a Stratagem , to breed a 
disaffe&ion in their hearts, by the ſame meanes 
chat they made uſe of co confirm and cheriſh the 
afte&ion they had ſo ſolemnly vow'd each other. 
To this effeCt he ſought to corrupt the fidelity of 
of a woman to whom Chryſeide and Gadate confi- 
Ged the ſweer commerce of their amours 3 and 
having gained her by the brightneſs of that glo- 
rious mettle,which corrupts the integrity of moſt 
people, the deliver*d up thoſe letters which they 
interchangeably fentto one another, in whoſe 
mnocent lines, he quickly read the reſolution 
which Chryſeide had taken to iy to my Malter, for 
SanQu- 
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Sanftuery,againſt his Perſecutions,and injoy that 
reſt in his bolome, ſhedid in vain expe from 
che others reſtleſs importunity. He cauſed Ges» 
dates hand £0 be cxa&aly counterfeited in a Lets 
ter, wherein he intreated her not to ſpur on her 
dehgne with ſo much haſty and this he cloſed up 
with a Seal of theirs, left in their unworthy She- 
Secretari's hands, to make this falſe Coyn paſs 
the becter by that currant ſtamp, It need nor 
beget your wonder, that Ebryſeide did nor diſco» 
verthis forgery, Lovers read over their welcorse 
Letters with coo much haſt and paſſionate inter- 
eſt to examineſo nicely; She, in fine, returned 
him Anſwer, that She waited for his appoint» 
ment with an impatience, great as her Love 
And to delude Gadate, as they had Chryſeide : 
he cauſed her writing ta be perte&ly well imita» 
ted, and infoxming him, that being neceſſarily 
detain'd at Court for ſomewhat, that much com- 
cern'd their happineſs : ſhe beſeeched him to lex 
her defer her ng yet a while, that ſo the 
might coatrive co doit atterwards with the more 
ſafety, and Jeſs trouble. Thus was the fair in- 
rentions of theſe two lovers betray'd and fruſtra- 
red, with as much malice as dexterity 3 and 
though Vedcres had more of anger and rage, 
then love in the paſlion he cheriſh*d for Chryſeide, 
yet could henct endure fheſhould have the lea 
inclination-for any elſe. And to make the moft 
advantage every way of their abſence, he gained 
ſuch of eichers Friends, as they moſt confidently 
relied upon, whom having once ſeduced, he 
cauſed a report to be blown abour, that he was 


going 
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going to have Chryſeide match'd to one of his 
Kindred and at the ſame time, in retribution of 
my Maſters eminent Services, that he would be- 
flow upon him the Daughter of a Prince, who 
refided in that Province,which his late approved 
Valour and Prudence had happily ranged and 
ſetled in the obedience they juſtly owed their 
King. 

Theſe perſecuted Lovers were firſt advertiz'd of 
the odd report that had been raiſed; and ſoon 
after their falſe Friends confirmed this falſer 
fame, by their infamous Meſſages,and withall ads 
ded, that the ſhort and feeble: refiftance that ei- 
ther had madeto the firſt aſſault and propofition 
of renouncing their firft Love, to let in a new 
oueſt, which ſhould be confirmed by ſudden 
Marriage, proved evidently that they had given 
a full aſſent, This News being convey*'d to both, 
by ſuch as they highly reſpe&ed, and heartily 
believed, made up the fulneſs of that trouble, 
which their long abſence had but begun ;z and as 
the hopes of cither was anchor*d,only upon their 
mutually ſworn Faith and Stability, ſo rhe new- 
born jealouhe this treachery had bronghe forth, 
caſt them almoſt into diſpair. 

What, — whiſpred the mournful Chryſeide , 
— Is it pogible that Gadate ſhould prove unfaithful; 
that Gadate whom a few dayes ſince my Love, reſcued 

from that death which hi Rival was dragging him to. 
Gods, if you be juſt, why do you not ſhow it on this Tray- 
for ; where is your Thunder ? or for whom do you keep 
it that can ſo highly deſerve it ? ſince your ſelves are 
witneſſe of the faith he vowed to me ©: But, no, ſtop yet 
- [ : Fl 
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2 while your #venging hands ; ſuſpend the effetis F 
your Fuſlice, perhaps it ;s not true that he betrayes me, 
and I may wiſh your Fudgemerts ſhinld fall on bim, who 
keeps as much | ove for me ſtill as F can have deſires. 
K ather ſtrike him'that the Author of "my doubts, and 
ſuſpition : Has not that Tyrant yet exaſperated. your 
anger long enough to make you dart your Puniſhments at 
him ? Or may he, becauſe a King, eſcape unpuniſhed 
by Heaven, for thoſe black, and deep crimes he Cont. 
mits upon Earth 2 *Tis he, Unworthy he, that certainly 
ftill perſecutes our harmleſs Souls, he without peradven- 
ture tempts my Gadates faith, with the ſame ſpecions 
propoſition of an advantagious Marriage, as be does 
mine * But it's no matter, for if that Noble Objed of m 
affe&ion be but truly mine, as he ſo willingly and ſo- 
lemnly engag'd, ſo long as T continue inviolably hj, he 
till loves hy ſpotleſs Chryſeide, ſince conftant Chry- 
ſeide adores Gadate, wor will bs Courage and dif- 
cretion looſe that ViGory,which ſhe dare promiſe ſhall til 
triumph over the Curſed VeEtorer's malice and dark- 
eſt Plots. 

About the ſame time, that this Unfortunate 
Lady was bemoaning her hard fate, Gadate being 
aſſaulted with no leſs inquierudes, becauſe he had 
nd leſs tenderneſs and reſpe& for her, expreſs'd 
his birtter forrows thus, TV hether "the beautiors 
Chryleide continue me her ſincere Love, or not, 
Said he, (bghing with a profound ſadneſs) Her 
Infidelity would not excuſe my Freach' of. promiſe ; and 
if it be a Truth they write me; yet that Fair-falſe-one, 
deceiving me, deceives her (elf far more, it being lefs 
evil to be unfortunate then Criminal, Fut I muſt love 
ber ftill, my heaxt, (aid he, (Knockrag his ha:zd ' bis 
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treft)) thongh ſhe prove inconſtant:for th: Teſtimonies ſhe 


gave me of that excelent afſetiion, which ſhe bowevey 
proteſted to Eternize, proceeding from ſo d1vine @ per 
ſon, are a ſufficient Obligation for me not ts Ceaſe to 
Love her,till I ceaſe to Live;and though ſhe be faithleſs, 
yet is ſhe the happieſt coppy of Aagelick, beauty to my eye 
that Mortality is capable of : and beſides, why ſhould 
wot T conſecrate that poor life to her daily ſervice,though 
flighted, which ſhe alone, with hazzard of her own, 
did reſcue from a violent ſudden end ? But ay. it 
poſſeble Chryſeide, that the ſule inclination you once 
had for me, ſhould make you undervalue ( rowns and 
Scepters; and that the violence of the paſion which you 
were pleaſed to make me believe ſhould live within the 
Grave it ſelf, ſhould not now bave ihe firength to reſiſt 
the cold and ſingle propoſition of a buschand, whom [I 
dare without pride Compare with in all reſpetis; and 
Challenge a4 inferiour in point and degree of affeiion 2 

After they had thus on either part entertain'd 
theirſad thoughts, they. diſpatched Meſlages to. 
each other 1n theſe, or the like termes. 


Chryſeide to Gadate. 


I bave been inform'd that you were profer'd a Wife 
where you now reſide ; and which is more, if I would 
rezdily give Credit to all that is reported, | muſt believe 
that you are willing to accept her : But I have ot this 
eaſie Faith; and till you ſonifie your 1 evity, and In- 
fidelity with your own hand, I ſhall perſevere in the 
more pleaſing opinion that you are ſtill intirely mine, as 
1] am mnnchangeably yours : Remember, T beſeech you 
Gadate, before what ſacred Witneſs, and with what 
T repeated 
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repeated Oathes you ſwore Love to me : But perhaps it 
wa to Cover your rime, that you ſiopt my Tourney to 


you: \1y preſence wou'd ever have veproached you of a 


diſloyalty unworthy of AfﬀeGion ; and that happy "rea= 
ture whom you deſig to eſpouſe, would, no doubt have 
had mare generoſity then to beſtow her heart upon a de- 
ceiver, from whom ſhe could hope for no other then the 
like treachery, that you commit towards her, whom you 
are engaged to love with as much Conſtancy, as you have 
Honouy , Keaſon or Relrgion in you. 
Chryſeide. 


Gadate fo his Chryleide. 


Tt was needleſs to give me ſo many Teſtimonies of 
Aﬀedtion, if you intend to aluſe me : the charmes of 
beauty and wit, would have had domini.n enough over 
the Liberty of my Soul, without the prodigal addition of 
ſo many flattering vows and promiſes, to confirm a Love 
which your change condemns of perjurygif it be true that 
you will marry him, to whom you have already grventhe 
earneſt : of your Troth ; But om » Chryſeide, 
will not your Infidelity. become a greater prejudice to 
your own Soul and Honour, then the performance of youv 
Oathes ? And ſhall I know ſo much unhappineſs as 10 be 
aſcertain'd that your heart did act prompt your tongue, 
and lips when you pronounc'd thoſe aſſurances of an F= 
ternal Amity and Love ? Tes Lady, I mnjt believe it, 
and- undergo the penalty of ſhame for having ſo long 
worſhip'd and ador'd an incon{tant, cruel Woman ; and 
complain only that you defeat and betray "the hopes yon 
made my Credulow beart conceive of your fincerity, who 
then behold her as the cbieJ of his higheft felicity and 
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bliſs, who now is become the only cauſe of his trouble and 
wifortune. But | forfeit the reſpet I ow you by theſe 
murmurings, it.were not true Love for you, if I ſhould 
binder you of thoſe ſatisfaGions; take whom you will 
then, Chryſeide into your Lawful bed, if you can 
thereby pleaſe your ſelf,. and eſpouſe true happineſs in 
his perſon : theſe areſuch wiſhes as you cannot forbid or 
chide me for, and my true Love at leaſt, in ſpite of your 
ſeverity and my ſad fate, ſhall derive this conſolatiog to 
rejoyce that you are bleſt, though that be the ſubje@ uf 
my diſpair, which riſes from the ſame ſource, and if I 
rmportune you 14 Continuing my more then common re« 
ſped, I ſhall thereby reap this advantage that my more 
then Feminine perſeverance will be ſome ſmall revenge, 
for the unfaithfulneſ« wherewith you treat Tour mo!i 
Faithful 
Gadate, 


Peforez cauſed theſe Letters likewiſe to be in« 
tercepted that-ſo theſe Lovers might ſtill wander 
in darkneſs and errour, and that their diſpair 
might be increaſed by the want of true intelli- 
gence. Gadatein fine, abſolutely perſwaded of 
the infidelity of his Miſtris; diſpatched me with 
a Letter equally compoſed of love and.anger; 
whercin he deſired the would reſtore his pi&ure, 
wichout the leaſt mention of any reaſon that ur« 
gd him toit, Chryſeide who had miſſed the fors 
mer complaints which my Maſter had addreſs d 
to her; believed infallably that he was falſe, and 
that becauſe he deſired not toleaveany tokens of 
his engagement toher in her poſſeſſion, he now 
ſent for this. She firſt rore his Letter in my. pre» 

ſence, 
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fence, and afterwards told me, with all the re- 
proaches her violent paſſion could fuggett, that I 
{hould retarn to my Mafter, and affure him, that 
ſhe would not ſend back his Pi&ure, bur keeping 
it ever in her eye, that unworthy perſon ir re- 


preſented as he had once beenthe rrue Obje& of - 


her Love, ſhould now be che Subje& of her 
hate, | 
 Butas I was acquainted with the fidelity of my 
Maſter, I could not ſuffer. the unjuſt reproaches 
ſhe flung at. him, which he as verily believ'd 
might have been ftuck on her, wherefore I calm- 
ly and with a becoming reſpe& let her know, that 
this offence was indced roo ſenfible and grofly 
miſapply*dto lay that inconftancy to his charge, 
of which ſhe was only guilty, fince ſhe mighc 
plainly read the vecity of his affcQion, in that he 
had not (ent for that Coppy, but only co take 
away the reſſemblance of one, whom he ratio- 
nally believed could not be pleafing to her that 
ceaſed to cheriſh the Original. 

Theſe laſt words tung Chryſeide to the Soul, 
and inflamed her with anger, in which heac 
and tranſport, having haſtily related all ſhe had 
heard of Gadate, ſhe unfolded that Letter co me, 
which YVeforez had counterfeited, whercin he in- 
treated her to defer her Journey to the place he 
was at, becauſe, Said.She, My troubleſome company 
might net diſturb bis freſh Amours, and Courtſhip. 
To undeceive her of this prejudicate opinion; [ 
reply'd. that he thought he had the ſame pround to com- 
plain of her, and that he had honour'd me with the 
fght and peruſal of the Letter ſhe had ſent him, t, 
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excuſe the retarding of ber Faurney, Chryſeide [care 
gave me leaſureto end thoſe words, before She 
chang'd her Countenance and harſh Lenguage, 
intothis fweer tone of, —— Pardon me, Siy, 
Said She, If I do tell you, that it's not true I evey 
wrote to Gadate what you afirm : on the Contrary, ] 
burned with defire and impatience to know the reaſons 
why be would fiop me, AndIcan aſſure you in his 
behalf, recurn'd I, that he was no leſs amazed, 
and at a non-plus, when he read what you wrote, 
Then I] repeared at tength all what my Maſter 
had learn'd touching her promiſe of Marriage, 
and how he having ſent her a Meflage, to which 
her filence was the only anſwer, he began to 
credit what report had proclaim'd, and what he 
for a long while before had only letinto his ear, 
which he afcer filence conld not bur fufter to en- 
ter into his heart as a real Truth. 

hat Demon, cry'd She, does thus betray our it 
texts ? the trouble and diſſatisfaion for not procuring 
his 4nſwer to me, about the ſame Melancholly inquiry, 
fir(t brought upon me this fit of misbelief, which I per- 
ceive is his chief Malady and diſtenyper 100, proceeding 
from the ſame Cauſe. Ha ! Would he had tontratted 
no more guilt then 1 in this particular, and you, happy 
Meſſenger, if I dare believe what you affirm, how trnly 
bleſſed am I; I bat then, it ſeems Gadate 2s faithfull 
Rill,, and yet he could ſuppoſe that I had falſified my 
Powes to him; Let ſume body fly to bim, if you_ cannot 
Poſt thither your ſelf,to eaſe and inform his Noble mind, 
leaſt he become more ſinful, by longer thinking I am 


fo 


At theſame moment ſhe wrote to him of a 
| chis 


BIRINTHE A. 211 


this, andI hurried a faithful bearer away with 
thoſe refreſhing rydings, whilſt we were guelling 
afcerwards who could be the perſons that had fo 
ignobly, and ſubrily ruffi-d the quier and £1] 
then, ſweet commerce of theſe Lovers : to find 
this outthe more facilely, Chryſeide (ent for thar 
woman, I already mention'd, by whoſe manage- 
ment they convey'd all their ſecrets, who was 
not a little ſurprized at my appearance, becaule 
ſhe was of my acquaintance. Chryſeide, having 
required an account of the Jetters they had wric- 
ten coeach other, but had not been delivered, 
and of thoſe that had been counterfeited in their 
ſtead, this unhappy woman had noleſs. impu- 
dence to excuſe. the fatr, then ſhe had malice in 
the ating it, and maintaird boldly, that her 
charge being only to ſend the papers, ſhe had 
pun&ually delivered all thoſe that came to her 
hands; bur could not give any account of what 
they did contain, | x 
'We could nor, in fine, get any thing elſe from 
her, and the diligent care wetook to gain ſome 
exa& knowledge of this cover'd Miſtery, pull'd 
down thelaſt and heavieſt miſchief.on chele Lo- 
vers heads, and made way for the Enemies of 
their happineſs co compleac the deſign of their 
abſolute ruine. This wicked inſtrument was nv 
ſooner freed from Examination, bur ſhe went di- 
re&ly and inform'd the King, that it was time to 
pur in praftice, what he had contrived, to diverc 
and deſtroy the inclination of theſe Lovers : be- 
cauſe there was a Gentleman ſent from Gadate, 
who could eafily wipe out thoſe apprehenfions 
atid 
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and imprefſions which his feigned Letters might 
have letc upon her Spirit. 

The words of this Malicious woman, who fear. 
el to be diſcovered, ſoon blow'd his rage and 
jealouhte to aftorm, whick' at firſt made him 
think to fend away immediately to have my Ma- 
ſicr murthered, but one of his Confidents, leſs 
pailionace then himfelf, to whom he had opened 
kis fowl debgn, having wiſely pointed out the 
diticulcy , and danger of enterprizing on the 
life of ſo conſiderable a perſon, who was (fo well 
army'd againſt all affaulrs with the Forces he then 
commanded, moderated ſomewhat of that firſt 
fury, and reſ(olv'd to watch and ſpy me circum» 
ipe&ly, and learn what time he meant to begin 
his journey, that (o they might ceaze on my 
Maſter, Andlikewiſe he confirmed the old wo- 
man 1n her unworchy imployment, by new pre- 
fencs, whilft himſelf coneriv'd to preſs forward 
che pretended Match between Gadate and the 
before mentioned Princeſs, and Chryſeide with his 
own Kinſman. 

Ts this intent he wrote to my Maſter, and to 
the Frinceſſes Father to let them know his pur- 
poſe was they ſhould marry before he returned 
ro Court, he (ent likewiſe co Chryſeides Friends 
-c the ſame time ; all ſhe could do, when they 
brought her the Kings errand, was to implore 
fome time coconſult about it, and to difpatch 
me ſuddenly to my Mafter : but I was ftaid in my 
p:ilages, and my Letters ceazed vpon, which 
d feavered to Velorez, how Chryſeide defired Ga- 
&42fe {0 COme in ſecret to one of her Ants _— 
the 
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ſhe being a woman that favoured their deſign3 
where ſhe promiſed to meet in a ſhort time, there - 
by a happy concluſion of . their Nuptials co pre- 
vent, that croſs match the King ſo laboured to 
complear. 

The diligent King, had already preſetited the 
perſon to Chryſeide that was appointed to be her 
husband, and as well to fathom her thoughts, as 
xo obſtru& Gadates intervening, he told her, Ge- 
date was likewiſe preparing for his eſpouſals, to 
which ſhe having reply'd, that ſhe char ſhould 
polſeſſe ſo Illuſtrious and Noble a Ht:band, 
would be happy above theordinary rate of $9s 
veraigns, he conceiv'd fo ſtrange a jealoulie upon 
the value ſhe ſeton his merit and affe&ion; thar 
not able roquel] the impetuous humour, he abſo- 
lutely reſolv'd co reduce him to the condition of 
incapacity to be her husband; To accompliſh 
this, he ſet People in every place where Chry- 
ſeide or Gadata could pollibly paſs, who continual- 
ly warched to prevent their intended rendez- 
vous, wich expreſs order to arreſt both or either 
of them. Gadatefell the firſt into rheir ſnare as 
being the moſt forward and eager ; and by a 
moſt inhumane violence (the particulars where « 
of, [ſhall ſtep over,as not ſo decentto be related) 
ewo hours before his Ladies Arrival, they de- 
prived him of the meanes of ever after being an 
able husband. | 

Chryſeide knew as yet nothing, when ſhe came 
intothe Chamber, where he was (hut up ; bur ha+ 


- ving underſtood the bruitiſh effe&s of the Kings 


jealouhe, ſhe reſolv'd ro make it appear that ſhe. 
EY had 
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had a virtue above his rage, and proteſted open= 
Jy, that fince Gadates merits had bcen the onely 
f{ubjectot her affeftion, the Kings inhumanity 
which could not leflen or ruine that, ſhould nor 
hinder her from marrying ſim ; Nay they did. 
complear the Wedding inſtantly after, and ſhe 
everhived his Conſtant Wife and Aﬀociate : till 
Veforez who inceflantly perſecuted her with his 
unruly paſhon, having been informed one day 
char Gadate was abſent, forcibly entred intothe 
Houte, and having threatned to violate her, if 
* he were not flexible to his rude defires : finding 
her felf in chis ſt raight, that her Honour was ins 
evitably ruin'd, u leſs She did Redeem it, at the 
price and forfeit of her precious Life, She with a 
Gererons and Undaunted Reſolution caught up 
a Dagger that lay near, and with a ſtab buried 1t 
in hec Noble Breſt, Sacrificing thus the faireſt 
Life, ro ſave the moſt exemplary chaſtity that 
age could boaſt of, 

This fatal blow which extinguiſhed Vedores 
burning Jluft, with the ſprinklings of her more 
temperate blood, augmented the unhappy Ga- 
d nes misfortunes ; yet had he the diſcrerion to 
bcar up againſt chis fwelling torrenc of Aﬀition; 
and though he reftified the higheſt regret, was 
cite to one fo much deſerving, and ſo dear to 
him, yet did his courage (furmount and mode- 
rate the firlt rapid motions of his dolours, be- 
cauſe hethen found himſelf not in a fitting po- 
ſire to make his refſentments Publick, He with- 
drew himſelf nevertheleſs from the Court, and 
aMiuit che rhrongs of his diſpleaſure, he knew 
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ſo well how to cloak his defigne of revenge under 
the habic of diſſimulation, that VeGorez was ape 
to believe, time had eftaced the memory ot thoie 
injuries he had ated, and that he might as well 
confide in his perſon as his valour, to eruit him 
with thoſe imployments he gave him in his 
Army, endeavouring to renew his Friend(hip by 
the dignicy of thoſe commands he heaped on 
him : Bur as the affronts and injuries Gadate 
had receiv*d, were too recent and fenhible t- be 
put in oblivion, he foon rook advantage of the 
occalion Gobrias offer*d, in the atfurance he had 
ro meet in your excellenr perſon, that Prince 
whom it ſeemes the Heavens have (ent to procett 
injured goodneſs, and deliver the A4ſſrians from 
the Tyrant that (o ſharply oppreſles them. 
Sambaulg, having chus cloſed up his ſtory, Cy- 
rus reſcented the motions of a particular ind1y- 
nation againſt Veforez,and proteſted openly chat 
thenceforward the intereſt of his Glory ſhould 
not animate him more agaimtſt that degenerate 
King, then the defire of taking a juſt revenge, for 
ſuch a Friend. He alſo renew'd the afſurances he 
had already given to Gobrzvs, he being rhen pres- 
ſent, and ſoughr our Gadate to confirm him in 
what he expe&ed, and hoped for from his pro» 
teftion, who co make the Aſſyrians know to their 
forrow, what a loſs he ſhould prove to them, and 
advantage to Cyrus, he would needs put all thoſe 
places of ſtrength into his hands, whereof he 
was Maſter at tharc time : but b-cauſe he conie- 
&Fured, that as ſoon as VeHorez had che leatt in- 


tmation of his deſerting that party, he would 
F4 Immediately 
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immediately ſ:nd ſome Trooperstoplunder and 
deſtroy his Country, he meant to prevent him, 
and propounded to Cyrus to permit him to go 
witha party of Cavalry, to oppole the Enemies 
pallage, and ſecure his Subje&s, whom his pre- 
{ence would hold up in a poſture of Loyalty to- 
wards him, Yet was it not without ſome res» 
Iuftancy that Cyrus did ſuffer him to go, only at- 
terided by his own Forces : but confdering that 
a numerous party as that ofthe Medes and Perſi- 
ans,laden wich much proviſions, could not arrive 
there {0051 enough, he let him ſet out firſt with 
ſpecd and Ciligence, whilſt himſelf diſpoſed his 
torcesco march after him. 

T he Souldiers had already conceiv'd ſo high 
an eſteem of Gadates merits, that they likewiſe 
gaveteitimonies of their impatience to aſſiſt him, 
Cyrus perceiving them in this heat of willingneſs, 


pave haſty order for the Armies March, and has 


ving recomniended the Lady's and Proviſions to 
Cobrizs care 1n whoſe proteftion and charge he 
left chein with a (uthcient Guard, he offer'd the 
cuſtomary Sacrifices on ſuch occation, and dilpo- 
{led his Troopes in this following order, 

- C bryſante had the Command of the Van-Guard, 
and that all rhe party, might follow convenient- 
ly, he placed the Curiafſiers, which were arm'd 
heavieſt there, at the head of whom he Com- 
manded the Centureons to March. Artabaze 
had Command over the Perſians that bare Bows 
and Bucklers; Adramias was ordered to follow 
with the Median Infantry 3 and Embas with the 
Armeniaz, Aﬀter theſe came Artucha; who con- 
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da&ed the Hircanians; Thambrades the Sacques 
on foot, and Damates the Cadyſiays, which ewo 
Nations had lately deſcrted the Afſjriars. 

All thoſe chat carried Bucklers, had the righe 
wing, and :he Arche: s or Bow-men the lefc, with 
the Centurions at their head, Next theſe came 
on the T roopes that guarded the bagage and ne- 
ceſlary proviſions. In the Rear Guard, Madate 
led the Perſian Cavalry (whom their ( exturivns 
had order to 'iſpoſe as the infantry) Jeroſombate 
the Median : Tygranes the Armenian ; and in the 
Train of all were, the Sacques and Caduſuans 

This puiſlant Army being thus ranged, Cyr: 
bravely mounted upon,a white Horle, who! y 
his ſtately gate, ſeemed to be proud, of having 
him for Rider that Commanded ſo many Wor- 
thy's, rodeall about to take a review, and atter 
ſome Speech to them, he particularly required 
them to be ſilent, as being to March by night, in 
which there would be more need of their eyes 
then tongues, and ſet Scouts abroad, whom he 
often relieved : fearing tco weartom a duty 
might renderthem lels vigilant. The *oildiers, 
mean while, had leave to reſt them(eives, till a 
March were ſounded,but they had been {o pox ere 
fully animated by cheir Generals preſence, thar 
they waited for that hour, with dee and ure 
impatiency, Cyrus havirg again furvey'd the 
ſeveral Troopes, and called to rhem all, orthe 
moſt part, by their particular n.mes, he begor 
ſuch high thoughts in them, of their own worrh 
by ſuch a fortunate mention and knowl-age, 
that they heartily aſpircd co make him berrer. 

P 4 acquainted 
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acquainted by ſome rare proofes, of their deſerts 
and valour +: and nothing in effe& can be a 
ereater {pur co worthy afticns, then the ambitie 
on ani policy toſiew, before thoſe that are Lo» 
vers of {uch Gallantry, the proofes of their ex- 
petted proutte, as their confution and difgrace 
5 greateit, that have ſuch Heroick SpeRators for 


their Witneſs, when they do things unhandfomly, 
Beſides, that the Commands given in fuch a 
croud of Men, and more readily executed, when 
thoſe thatare appointed, are fo particularly no- 
minarted by their Chiet. 

About the midle portion of the Night, when 
aarknets covered the whole face of Heaven, Cyrus 
rave the word tO March, and having provided 
experienc'd guides ro attend on Chryſante, who 
ted the Van, lie cauſed them to go ſlowly for- 
ward, whilit he made the others advance after: 


and then having put them all ina poſture ta fol- 
low, they began to quicken their pace, Ar the 
break of day. feeing that che Cadxſran Infantry, 


whowerem the Rear, were not {ſeconded with 
any Horie, he drewup ſome Squadrons to joyne 
with them, and be afliſtant in cafe the Enemy 
faould atrcaque them, and {ent out freſh Scouts 60 
Gifcover their Quarters, Ar the ſame time, that 
he was gong tofeclre his Friend, the unworthy 
perſon that had formerly betray'd Gadate in his 
amours,and who had fent that falſe Intelligence 
ro hriſeiave, how he was forfaking her, was con-= 
fititng how he might ruine him, and give him 
upzntothe hands and cuſtody of the Afſſr1ans. 
He vas well acquainted with his Mafters moſt 
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important Afﬀairs, who had diſpatched him be- 
fore, toadvertize his Friends, that he was haſ- 
ning to their proteftion, with a potent Army : 
But this pertidious wretch, inſtead ofperforming 
thar Commiſſion, fent fpeedy notice to the Af- 
ſyrians of Gadates defign, and his approaching 
Forces 3 and gave ftricke command to the Lieve- 
tenant of a well Fortified Caftle in their paſſage, 
of which himſelf was Governour,to admit them, 
and give them fair entertainment, till henext 
morning could lead Gadate into that Ambulh he 
had prepared for him, and wherein he, indeed, 
inevitably fell, 

' Gadate being arriv'd on his own ſpot 3 and not 
finding the face of any Enemy or Oppoler, ex- 
cepting a few Chariots, and (ome run-aways, 
whom his Forlorn-Hope till beat before them, 
undertook with the ſmall handful of men he 
had, to purſue a flying party of Horſe, who ſtill 
fought retreating, till chey had drawn him and 
his eager followers into the ambuſh they had pre- 
pared, He hoped to fave himſelf by bearing 
his way into the Caſtle, which this falſe fellow 
had ſurrendred to the Enemies, where he had 
indeed a willing entrance, but with the hazzard 
of his life, which had been chere paid for it, 
bad not the impecuons haſt of the firtt Court of 
Guard who flew with fury at him, given him no- 
rice, that he was inthe hands of Enemies, where 
he thought to find a ſanAuary, and had not four 
or five that ſcorn'd ſo baſe a murther put them. 
ſelves in a poſture to defend him. By their af. 
iftance z Gedate had, indeed, fav'd himſelf with. 
Olte 
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out hurt, and eſcap'd from the Caſtle, had he 
not unfortunately in his retreat met with the 
curſed feilow that betray'd him, whom heap. 
proaching as a friend, from whom he expected 
that ſuccour, he ſo much needed, inftead of it, 
met with an unexpe&cd wound from himin his 
ſhoulder, which the other would have direQ&ed 
to his heart, who ſuddenly wheeling from him, 
ſpurred towards thoſe Aſſyrians chat had left the 
Ambuſh to ceaze upon Gadate, who yet feared 
not to purſue them with that inconfiderable 
Remnant of Friends that were remaining : and 
had chere certainly bravely ſold his life, had not 
the Enemy been alarn''d with the approach of 
Cyrus and his whole Army, which made them 
ſoon change their ignoble aſſault upon. Gadate, 
( who had already laid his falſe Friend dead at 
his feet) into a more neecfull flight to ſave them- 
ſelves. Their haſt, however, could not carry 
them away ſo fortunately, bur that ſome fell in 
thepurſuite, and the reft were made Priſoners 
with a great part of the bagage they had deſert- 
ed, taken. 

Cyrus having cauſed the retreat to.be ſoanded, 
to Rally his diſperſed men, who returned to the 
Joyful Camp laden with Spoyle, was in ſome ap- 
prehenfion for Gadate, becauſe he had not ſeen 
him : whom preſently afrer heſpied coming to- 
wards him; and whilſt he was pleading excuſe 
for not ſooner! arriving to aſſiſt him ; Gadate 
was returning him millions of thanks for the 
ſuccour that had preſerveda Life, which he in- 
fallably had otherwiſe loſt, amidſt their —— 
Whil 
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Whilſt theſe illuſtrious warriours gave a breath” 
ing and refreſhing intermiſſion to their men, thE 
Caducian Prince, who was in the reare-guards 
having not arrived ſo timely as to be at the en- 
gagement, thought it ſomewhat imported his re- 
putation to ſignalize.the valour of his ſoldiers, by 
ſome generous enterprize, ſince he had no ſhare 
in the freſh Vitory they had obtain'd. To this 
effe&t, without communicating ought to Cyrus, 
he ſecretly drew off from his quarters by the fa- 
your of thenight, and deſperately made his ap- 
proaches neer the, City where the Aſjrians had 
locked themſelves up : before which place, here- 
mained fometime urging .them to a combat by 
his bitter threats ; but none appeared to ati- 
{wer him, che Enemy being fo {ear'd with their 
lalt defcate, they durſt nor ifſue our, till teing 
certainly made acquainted, that the Cadufians 
were there alone, they made a vigorous ſally, 
and after a hot fght, which hung a long while 
doubtfully between them, the Caduciazs having, 
in fine, loſt their Prince, were diftreſs'd to a re- 
treat. 

Thetroopes which Cyr; ſent to relieve them, 
met them ar their returne towards the Camp, 
whilſt every countenance dilplay'd the ſorrows 
which filPd their hearts for their loſt Prince, but 
the judicious Cyrzs, to divert the ſhame of thcir 
defeit, receiv'd them with as honora'.le carcſles, 
as if they had return'd viftorious and trium- 
phant , and conſoling them for their dead Ge- 
neral, attribured all ro the fortune and giddy 
chance of warr, which had ſo unſuccelsfuily 

| | | ſecond 


- 


ci — OG WI Demo I crys ers mo 


222 BIRINTHEA, 


ſeconded their attempt : and afterwards com. 
manded his Chyrurgions to have a very great 
care of fuch as were wounded : there was not 
one conſiderable perſon but he did perſonally 
viſit, and promiſed them all, chat in revenge, 
he would not give the Aſjrians any long lea- 
fures to brag of their advantage. In effeR, he 
went with a ſtrong party to fetch off the ſlam, in 
fight of the conquering Enemy within the town: 
to whom he propounded an equal combat, to 
redeem the honour of his affociates, of whom 
he had no little jealouſy and eſpecially, theſe 
now mentioned , becauſe he had acquir'd 
them bur of late : but finding that not any ap- 
pear'd to anſwer his ſummons , he cauſed the 
whole Country to be ſpoiled and pillaged, and 
commanded to cut off all the Being Enemies 
they ſhould meet, as a ſacrifice for his compag- 

nions Ghoit, | 
The A4ſjriauson the other hand, retyr'd toward 
Febylon, and letc him che campagne free : of 
which when he perceiv'd himſelf the abſolute 
after, he confider'd, that to oblige the Enemy, 
and preſerve thoſe Provinces that had ſo freely 
zendred themſelves co him, he ſhould doe well 
<5 call back choſe Free-booters he had let looſe; 
thereby to giveno jult occaſion to rhe Aſſyriars, 
to aCt the like upon his conquer'd neighbour- 
hoods, when he ſhould beat too great a diſtance 
from them, rofave them from plunder. To this 
end having ſummoned in his men, v-hilfſt they 
repleniih'd all his garriſons with neceſſary pro- 
vitons, he diſpatched & Trumpecter towards 
| | Babyloe 


end i ,., vo ws MS a. 


BIRINTHE 4- 223 


Babylon, to propound to Vedores, that if he loved 
or regarded the welfare of his people, he was 
contented not to hinder the labourers from free- 
ly culcivating the grounds under his power ; till 
the harveſt time, and then che longeſt ſword 
ſhould reap it, provided that he would engageto 
give cheſame allowance of liberty in thoie Pro- 
vinces, which the right of Conquetts had made 
him maſter of. 

Vedorez who conje&ur'd his own advantage in 
this propolition, becauſe he had the greateſt ſhare 
of the Country Subjed& co pillage, and leſs for- 
ces to defend them from the Enemies frequent 
incurſions, willingly accepted the propoſal ; and 
Cyrus likewiſe affenced to a Truce for ſome dayes, 
at the requeſt of Gadates Mother,who begg'd that 
time of him, to have che conveniency of putting 
her affaires-in order, and ſo diſpoſe of them, zs 
to be in a capacity of. following her ſon where- 
ever he remov'd, This good Lady was accompa=- 
nied with her daughter Cephiſa, who gave Cyrus 
noleſs cauſe to wonder at the excellency of her 
beauty, then her brother had at the effe&s of his 
rarecourage. And indeed many of thoſe that 
were obliged to approach her with becoming fa- 
lucations, were much taken with: her charming 
meen , though there appear*'d ſonie Characers 
and linesof ſadneſs and crouble in her lookes, 
which gave the beholders a perfe& knowledge of 
{ome inclination ſhe lefc behind, whilſt ſhe was 
forced to waite and abſent her (elf with her Mo- 
ther, 

This 
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This quiet interval gave way to the paſſion of 
Cyrus to ſhew its uemoſt power : the apprehenſi- 
ons for not hearing any thing of his Bzrinthea, 
which had been filenced by the diverſions of 
war, now ceazed ſtrongly, on his ſoul. One 
day as with theſe thoughts, he entertain'd him» 
ſelf ont the Margen of a pretty river, which led 
its current through a ſhady Grove, having no 
other company, but ſuch as were his obliged at- 
tendants for his guard, he cauſed them to ſtay 
at diftance,that he might with more liberty give 
himſelf up to his Melancholly refle&ions, and 
afcera long and filent thought fullneſs, which 
can be better gueſs'd at, then diſcribed , but 
which as fince appear'd was altogether fix*d upon 
his deareſt Princeſs, he pronounced her fair 
namein a bemoaning accent, which yet had 
not the liberty co ger out of his lips, without the 
interruption of a thouſand fighes that uſher'd 
and attended it. 

Whilſt he was in this uncomfortable poſture, 
he caſts his looks beyond the river and beheld 
ſome Cavaliers, with drawn weapons, that at- 
taqu'd three or four other men in ruſtique habits, 
who did defend a woman in the like garb, with 
more valour then could be hoped for, in perſons 
of their coats ; the inequality of the combatants 
did quickly rowſe and caſl up his generofity, he 
Jaid by his thoughts of love to make uſe of his 
courzge, and mounting his horſe as haſtily as he 
could, he ſwam him croſs the water, together 
with theſe that attended him, but though his 
diligence weie great, he could not get in time 
enoug 
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enough roſave the woman from being hurried 
awayz however he poſted after thoſe Cavaliers, 
and having demanded, as he paſt along; of one 
of the company that came with the woman, 
what perſon it was, they thus forced from them 3 
he was amazed to hearAbracome cry aloud,(whom 
he diſcover*d by his voyce) that it was Birinthea, 
they thus raviſhed thence, Thar name hindred 
all other diſcourſe, it was alone more then he 
would have heard, and being led now, more by 
the violence of his paſſion, chen he was cre while 
by his valour, it may be faid, he rarher flew 
then rode after thofe theves, that carry*d thence 
that treaſure ( he eſteem'd above all Diadems 
out of his ſight and preſence, whom he at laſt ore- 
took long before any of his company could reath 
thicher. 

It were a task next to impoſlibility to relate; 
with what fury he ſer on them : three or four of 
them inſtantly made head againſt him, to give 
their aſſociates the opportunity of getting into a 
little City neer hand : but he beat thorough 
them,and as lightning, darting forwards,when he 
had ſcatter*dthoſe oppofing ſwords, he overtook 
the others juſt at their entrance into the gates, 
Thongh they were many that reliſted Cyruc, yet 
had they need of the firſt corps de guard to alliſt 
thew, butthereſt of his followers being joyned 
with him did fo gallancly ſecond his valour that 
after they had laid many on the earth, they en-« 
tred pel]-mell with their Enemies, who to avoid 
their blowes retreated further within the City. 

The hurry and confulton was ſo great, chat 
tew 
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2w diſputed his attempt to get in the City, 
and as if it had been taken by aflault, the re- 
port ſoon came to his ear, that had the chief 
commanded there. He was ſo ſurpriz*d with 
chis alarme, that without ſtaying for his compa» 
ny's to be drawn up, heran haſtily cowards the 
Gare, where he was cold the Enemies had made 
their way : and there found moſt of his men fly» 
ing ſome one way, others another, whilſt Cyr 
eagerly prefled thoſe that yet. durſt hinder him. 
He ſoon knew by his valour, that he was head of 
that enterprize : and therefore having reproach- 
edthe cowardize of his guards, that could not 
one againſt ſo ſmall a power, he made them 

heele cft, and crying aloud to Cyras, that it was 
he muſt be firſt conquer'd, if they would gain the 
place; he diſcharg'd ſuch a blow that Cyrus had 
much a doeto ſave himſelf, whereby he found 
that he had now a more dangerous Enemy to 
deale with: and then, indeed, as if he had be- 
fore reſerved his chiefeſt firength, he joyned 
all his courage and reſolution to his former 
heat, to buckle with this freſh and vigorous ap» 
ponent: 4, 

Never had Combat been written in deeper 
wounds, had they not been as skilful to avoid, 
as they were deſparate to give them; nor had 
they ended this duel but with death, if ſome of 
the Governours Oftcers then arriving, finding 
him fo overmatch'd by Cyras, had not over- 
poured him by their numbers, who having loſt 
much blood, feemed tobe only animated with 


his love, and after a while ſunk on his _ 
nec 
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neck and then'rold off, under his feet. 
Zorbas, who was this Governour, inſtead of tas 
king advantage of this fall, was angry with thoſe 
that cauſed it, whoſe generolity not brooking, 
what his Valour had not purchaſed, cauſed. him 
ſtraigewayes to be lifred up, and finding him co» | 
vered with blood thar ſtreamed from ſeveral 
wounds, commanded he ſhuuld be carfied to the 
next Captains houſe, adjoyned tothe gate, where 
he came in, and there took ſpecial care to have 
both him, and all his followers dreſt by his beſt 
Chryrurgions before he lefc the place.. He alſo 
gave order to have the Gares ſecured, having 
waited ſome time to ſee if any other Forces 
would appear; not having fajth enough tobelieve 
that thoſe few Priſoners. could have alone the 
confidence to force his Guards,. After a while 
he returned again to Cyrus, who notwithſtanding 
the ſmart of his wounds, and the ſhame of his; 
Captivity teſtified, he thought nothing croub'e- 
ſome compared to his fears for Eirintbea, after 
whom he often inquired of thole char were in 
preſence. Ay ' 
| Zorbas aborded him fo civily, that although be 
were prepolle(s'd with thole griets, he could nor 
bur obſerve ſomething in hy, which is not co be 
met with in ordinary perfons, aud fron which he 


derived (ferting ade his intereſts) no fmall or 


mean hopes of all the favour that can be ex- 
pected froma Noble Enemy, ,, Their, ficſt di(- 
courſes were nothing bur jult and murual praiſes 
they paid each others valours :, mm fine, Cy746, 

() prompted 
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prompted by his affe&ion, beſeeched Zorbas ta 


ict him give hin in particular, an account of the 
reaſons that had urg'd and drawn him to this 
puriuite of his men even within his Gates, and 
Zorbas being firſt inform'd that Cyrys might uſe 
the liberty of his Speech without any detriment 
to his health ; after he had cleared the Chamber 
of ocher Auditours, Cyrus ſpake rhus to him. 
Generous I arriour, I ſhould have.reaſon to conceal the 
Canſe and Subjed of my preſent condition. if I were not 


to relate it to a perſon who has the gifts of too many other 


trave quality's, to be a ſtranger to the experience. of 
what has thus engag'd me. 

Love isthat puiſſant Deity whoſe pywer your Soldiers 
cou'd not withitand, he fought in my perſon, nor ſhould 
e:er have admitted the leaſt thought of violating the 
Articles of Truce, ha4 1 not unhappily bebeld her, 
trought into this City, who alone has the abſolute and 
mntire poſſe 0n of my Heart and Liberty, Judge you, 
what reaſon I had to follow her, and whether it were 
not ſiricktly jt, finding ber in my Enemies hands, in a 
tim? when | was impatient to know her condition to en= 
deavgur to ſv and recover that treaſure of my Soul : 
but face my Aefigne was defeated by your means, "tis 
from vur only favour that I can hope to attain the bleſ- 
fing of behulding her, and toyou alone muit I owe the 
0 ligation for that immenſe, and more then ordinary 
favour. Ton have expreſſed and prafiic'd too much 
the Laws of rcneroſity in my behalf already, to refuſe 
this addition of Cract, and T daretruſt your Virtue 
ſs far as to be confident that you wili ſuffer ſume Meſſen« 
gir togo aud wait on her in the behalf of a Perlian 

h Gentiemar ; 
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Gentleman ; and alſo aſſure her from you, that ſhe 1129 

ſafely dishand all her fears, ſo long as ſte is under your 
bappy protection. 

Is ho ever you are Anſwered Zorbas, though I were 
wot Witneſs of yoar extraordinary V alour,, yet to ſay you 
fought under the Standard of that potent God, were a- 
Rd to make me quickly reſigne my Sword and 

teld. | 
: I ſhould not have offered ts oppoſe you, had I known 
what Intereſt inſpir'd and enflam's your, courage, and 
I do much regret to have reſijted one that was ſo bravely 
bufied in his quarrel, who is my Soveraign Lord, no 
leſs then be i; yours * Diſpatch whom you pleaſe to that 
hononred Lady, and [ will perſonally accompany him, 
to diſengage and free her from thoſe infamons raviſhers, 
and if you take it for a favour that I ſhould help yeu to 
her ſight and preſence, 1 ſhall expe no ther rewara, 
then only that you would obtain the fardon I now craps 
for my Mens Inſolence, which T ſhall expiate by any ſx- 
tisfaion ſhe and your ſelf can further demand of th: 112 
or me,and that you may enjoy the ful! I iberty of her con- 
verſe and ſociety, 1 leave you, and ſo adue, Generov: 
I over, and would to Heaven, that I could ever hope 
jor the ſame happy fate, ] now procure you, by this wil- 
ling Obſervance and Civility, _—— Be paſſed out 
?frertheſe words, and commanding the Captain 
that had charge of che Priſoners co give them all 
full liberty to be by chemſelves, he went along 
with him whom Cyr had appointed to feich his 
Byriathea. | | 

This Excellent Lady, who lictle knew {he had 
ſuch intercſted Proteftors fo near, was confn'd 
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to a Cloſe Chamber, wherein ſhe was Jock'd up 
with a Wench and a Souldier thar ſtir'd not 
trom the door, The barbarous Villain ſcarce 
gave her liberty to bemoan her condition, or 
breath a fizh, butſeeing her in a habit ſuicable 
to that diſaſterous Captivity, he proffer'd his 
comforts, and inpertinent frenzies to abate her 
ſorrows, and told her, to dry up her trifling and 
fruitie(s cears, that ſhe was bur too happy in be- 
ing valued bv him that had brought her to this 
Paſs : this inſolent Courtſhip ſenſibly offended 
her; who muttneeds be Miſtris of a rare patience 
ro endure it, that knew her ſelf to be ador'd by 
the greateſt of Princes : bur ſhe had reaſonin 
that diſtreſs co ſuffer all this and more, rather 
rhen.difcover unreaſonatly what ſhe was; and 
Z:ir>.sx flep*'dinto the room, juſt when ſhe was de- 
t:nding her ſelf againſt the rude carefſes of this 
rough fellow : She was truly joy'd that his pre» 
fence puran end to the others infolence : bur 
ver anoiherfearſtept in to make her fortune leſs 
-empleit, which was an apprehenſion that this 
was che perſon had furpriz'd her for bis own baſe 
encdz : nevertheleſs the civility of his mild ap- 
proach, promifed more good, and gave her way 
tro xeafſume her firft fair hopesz and as he was 
very diſcreet, he h:d no ſooner met her, and per- 
formed the molt ufuall and becoming Ceremo- 
nies of Salitacion, but he intreated ſhe would 
te condaucaed to a Frie:ds houſe, where, he 
coubred 1:0t, but the would find a greater fatis- 
ta-10n, and conrent,then ſhecould probably ex- 
pet infuch an invitation. Though 
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Though theſe words ſpoke of happinefs ſhe 
ſeemed co fearthe contrary by her amaze; 2 ſud- 
den baſhfulneſs oreſpread her face, which car- 
ried rather the marks of virtue then of ſhame in 
the beholders opinion, and only anſwering what 
be (aid, with a reſpe&tfull filence : 1} hither do you 
lead me (aid (he to the other, that proffer'd her his hand 
to that intent. May | tread confidently wh-re you guide 
me without offence to Virtue ? Oy were it not better to 
let me dye in this ſame Plucce? Ha) My Lird cons 
tinued ſhe, turning towards Zorbas, if you have © 
much true ſence of Honour, as yowperſwade me : leave 
me uot in theſe apprehenſiczs, but aſſure me, before 1 go, 
that I ſhall meet no danger in the Obedience ] now pay 
you. 

To remove theſe Scruples and Threatning 
Apprehentions, Zorbas promiſed faithfully , the 
ſhould be created with all the reſpeX and de- 
cency ſhe could defire, or that Country couid 
afford : but his deepeſt oathes could nor gain her 
belief; ſo that ſhe went forward with much 
dread and diftidence, and with a policive retolu.- 
tion to dye, ratherthen yield to any diſhonour 
or undecent attempt againlt her innocent per- 
ſon, for which ſhe had no Guard or Secu ity 
befides that noble intent, as Heroick and Gal). 
lanc, as ſhe was Chaft and Feauriful. Ar her firſt 
entrance into Cyr#s Chamber, whom the as yer 
knew not ro be there, {he found her tears 1ncrea- 
ſed by the fight of one in Bed, from which the 
was ſteping back by a crembling recreat, fancying 
they had brought her there for that whictine app 
Q 3 prehended 
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prehended a thouſand times more then death it 
felt, bur Cyr. perceiving it, inform'd her betrer 
by theſe woras, Fear not to approach me, Madam, 
Tou need not doubt you ſhall hazzard that now; which 
IT endeavour'd ts ſave at the price of wy Life : it was 
to hinder and prevent the unhappineſs you ftart from, 
that put m2 into this wounded condition. In a Word, 
tet it ſuffice to tel! you, that you here mect with bim, who 
cn the fart moment of beho!ding your fair ſhape , and be- 
ta beſt with a# early knowledge of your great qgrality, 
Pp r virtzes, could not deny you his heart aud 
irverty, together with your F athers forfeited Life, who 
yet breaths culy to tell you, nay and make it appear. by 
#rre Eminent and becoming Services, that be laves an! 
for you, and to whom you have, by an expreſs Meſſage, 
donethe hioh Favour to command hit affijtance in. the 
like cccafi: - againit Cyaxares., If my unhappineſs, 
Ajadam, has not permiited me to effc& it, as yow deſi 
rl, accuſe nought but the rigour of my Fate, for whoſs 
pe iorfon neſs I am at preſent tao mich recompenſed, 
fince the Gods have favourably fecoaded My 1mtentrons, 
#&id have hewnred me with the SatisfaGiion and ad- 
vantage of ſigiiag your decree and ſervice with my 
Foot 

Eirintbea was ſo ſurprized at this accident, that 
a)tiou9h the knew him by his voice and viſage, 
yet ſhe made it # queſtion whecher ſhe mighc 
jafely credit the joyful, but unexpeRed Intel - 
Jioence of herearesand eyes. In fine, having 
talined her fleady looks upon him, and made a 
more minuce fiirvey of rhoſe known features: 
Vi har, faidglle, Geneicus Prince, Will misfortune 
? never 
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never ceaſe ſtruggling againſt our ractinations : Muſt I 
ſtill owe my Obligations fingly to-you'; and yet be: forced 
th remain ” tr areful Ah, hdw' unjuſtly fortune. re- 
wards your merits;" by denying me the power to retribute 
thoſe high favour+1 hh indebted for 5 thoſe worthy ſer 
vices you have performed, requires with juſtice the lyve 
that Thad mnde you hope for; but T am now 'neceſita- 
ted to recall it ; and thorefore employ no more cither 
youy care or Cottraye'\, if you make that your pretence 
md aime, for my devoir forbids ne now to harbour af- 

efron towards'yon ; Nayſo far isit from that, as T an 

ound to declaye;" that its not altogether conventent, I 
ſhould admit you to Iove me, We are toth equally 1n- 
fortunate in this eſtate ; I being obliged to ingratitude; 
afterſo great a ſam df gooaneſ\ s prid by your valour and 
clemency to me ; and you for having been ſo liberall of 
your Noble virtucs without the meaneſt of returns 1 ſa- 
tisfaGtion, 1 might nevertheleſs, flatter your hopes 2 
new With ſome freſp pretences, in the neceſſity I am in, 
to ingage your proteciion againſt thoſe rude hands Þ am 


fallen into : but know Sir, at leaſt, if T cannot re pay the 


acknowledgements you deſ re of me, yet I can be jo juſt 


and reaſonable as ot to delude you init, 1 Annbt mot 


but this diſcourſe begets your wonder : and truly it w:ll 
aot be expeGted other from him wha had ſuch fair hopes 
of the contrary : But # requires more time and frength 
then we are Maſter of at preſcnt to make it known, I 
frould unriddle thſe Enigmzs if yu were in a fitting 
poſſrire : becareful therefor- only of your cave, and if 
my Homonr or Life are of any valus ty you, preſerve 
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' Preſerve my Life, reply'd he, After theſe killings 
words, Madam, you impoſe impoſfibilities ; before you 
injoy.,ed-me to live, you 150k, away the means, by taking 
away my hopes. Hew cruel you are, Birinthea, to 
wiſh me to live, and y:t forbid me to Leve, which are 
things above my power, Tudeed, Said {he interrupting 
him, 1defire you would loue me with leſs heat and paſ: 
fron: but you expound my thoughts ill ; and youre» 
proach that as a cruelty, which is. iudeed compatſion 3 
Since ] command. it..only for your quiet and-eaſe, t0 
fhelter you from thoſe ſiorms of trouble will otherwiſe 
fall upon zou. Ahno, reparted he, ceaſe I beſeech 
you, Madam, to be pittiful jy this manner, the' peace 
and repoſe you wiſhme, would be more inſupportable-a 
thouſand times, then the ſufferings of. my paſion, aud to 
teliifre bow dear they are in my efteem, whilſt T endure 
them for you, I will ſlruggle to live and obey you to un« 
dere them the louger. That caunot be obedience-as1 
expect Anſwered She, to deſire to ſuffer, I enjoyn you 
zo live, that you my live happier : but to remove the 
ayults you may entertain of the veritie of what I] have 
already made known, I perceive it will be neceſſarie I 
tould relate to you all that has occurr'd in Media and 
Armenia, that ſo you may approve my reaſons, when I 
bave produced them, 

£3ace you departed from FE.cbatane your Uncle Cys 
axares teorght fit 19 Conte and ſee my Mother, whom he 
had not yet viſited in the apartment alotted by him for us, 
where he paid her iyore reſpe& and Civilitie then former- 
ly he was wont, Phraorte and Arth«miſa had alſo a 


flare in this honour, and only 1, of all our familie, miſe 
} "Þ ſes 
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ſed of this Geremony, detained in my chamber by a ſlight 
Malady. But as I was the perſon he chiefly deſign d 
to wait on, he made a particular enquiry for me, aud 
being informed that I was indiſpoſed, and not in a con- 
dition to admit his Societie, it pleaſed bim to ſend me a 
complement by one of my Maids, - which I then. imer« 
preted an effed of civility, 

Pheretime, My Mother, was ſo high!y ſatisfied, with 
this Viſit, that he #0 ſooner left. the place, but without 
delay ſhe came with Phraorte and Arthemiſa to give 
me the News, and promiſe the bopes of a quite contrary 
treatment then what we ſince taſted ; and two ſhort 
dayes, which were required to put we in a. condition of 
health, were thought by her. too long. to ſtay from giving 
him thank for that Courteſie. She went-the very next 
day, together with my Brother and. Siſter ;, and not to 
omit the leaſt puniiilio, She carried my excuſe for not 
being i# @ capacitie of performing that devoir wkich 
[eemed too weightie t9 be neglefied, 

Having quitted him, they went to his Queen, 
whither be would needs accompany them ; and 
that good Princeſs gave them ſo favourablea wel- 
come, and ſhew'd ſuch fingular teſtimonies of af- 
feftion, that Pheretime charmed with her careſles, 
and the affable ſweetneſs of her entertainment, 
begg'd the permiſſion to repeat, her viſits fre- 
quently : 14 a ſhort tive afterwards ſhe carried me 
to kiſs her hands ; and $he made me ſo pleaſed with her 
winning and hearty reception, that it out-bad the in. 
dulgence and fondneſs of moſt Mothers. I cannot ex- 
preſs, indeed, what Reſpe&i and Aﬀetiion this inſpri: 
red in me towards her, no mere then I can tell you hey 
3 tenderneſ: 
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tenderneſs towtrds nie + 1'was ber denveft Daughter, 
fo She ever. termed me, and'l Was more Converſant, 
and much mire conſtantly attendant on ber; they of 
Pheretime, av de ph : 
* But as the Queen loved me withſy preve Aﬀettion, 
fo the Ring fanty'd me with #0 leſs Paſſion; and I wa 
compelled at length to make the vnes Amity a buckler th 
Hefend me from the others Antiurs, Nor do I well 
know hyw to gutefs what had, ere this, been become of Bi- 
rmehea, if the Virtue and Niſcretion of fo generous t 
wife htd not ſhielded me from thr violent attertipts of Þþ 
wnſutable a Huiband; who'yet, pri ife# z long reſer- 
ved filence, ' cre fhe wonld ms hey thngue my adoocatt, 
Ie flill were ſpaters in all the divertizements and paſt 
times at Cotevty "#0 Aſfembly could be thonght compleat 
that had not Bronght us ir, ani thoſe that had been mi- 
arquainted with our condition, would ſyoner have judlg'd 
wu to be Princeffes of his blood, then 4;treſſed Cap- 
tives, and truly I muſt needs 0ofeſs the Noble Uſage 
we then ha4, made our condition very ſupportable, and 
ſetting aſide, the liberty of refiding at ojiir own home, 
my Mother ſtill temain'd in the Kank of a Dueen ; and 
ber Childyenof. Royal Princes, The ſoft cords of out 
Captivity admitted but few Preſſures or Regrets, ant 
Cyaxares fok ſo hearty a delight in chearing aud di- 
verting us, that we had ſcaxee the leaſure to reflef on 
our late troubles : but as no exceſs or violence laſts long : 
our fair dayes were ſoar over-caſt with blackneſt, and 
thoſe early bloſſoms nipt at their firſt pretty” blooming ; 
for I then began to know that Pheretime, Phraorte 
end Arthemiſa 9wed zl! the goodneſs and reſped paid 
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them in that Court, to the wild "paſſion Cyaxares till 

theu kept cleſoeſted in bis beart for me, - + 
One day, when the purity of . the air, had 
tempted me to walk with my Maids in, thoſe 
leaſant allies, thovow che Royal park, which 
fad toward the brook, he hapned ra be very 
necr me, erel was aware: which gave him op« 
portunity to overhear what | ſpake to my Maid 
named . Diomer, who has ever been-my cheifeſt 
conkdent, and taking occaſion ta cqntinue the: 
ery ſame diſcourte xather then ſeem to inter- 
rupt what then my: thoughts were buſljed with, 
he preſented me his band, and leading me fiill 
n the (ame walk, as well as wogds, cunningly 
wiredrawd them cobis own ends, which baving 
fngag'd me to attention be proſecuted thus, - 
f all theſe pleaſing obje&s in this Park, the 
pretty. children and predudts of -Art and Nature. 
yere not inanimate, how glorious waukd they 
eſteem themſelves to be fo honourd - with your 
fancy and delight in them : but give me leave 
to anſwer for them to all you ſay, the ſatisfaQi- 
on you exprels'd concernes me, {incel am Maſter 
of them, whoam too happy that there is any 
thing belonging to me has the power to pleaſe 
or content you, Tour Majeſty,reply*d 1, not know- 
ng whither his diſcourſe tended, does almoſt rub me of. 
the meanes to thank you for thoſe favours you impart, by 
indeavouring to perſwade me that it is ſome advantage 
to you that 1 am ſo well ſatisfied with theſe objefs. But 
my opin.on muſt take the confidence to diſpute this a 
little with your civility, cud you, 1 know, will pardon 
| me 
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me, when I dare tell you: that tis ſome wrong to your 
own vertue, to make your felicity conſiſt in -my ſale ap. 
probation, rather then ſeek for it, in its own proper ori. fly, 
gine and center, fincenone, I humblythink can be ex. 
pefied from me ſufficiently correſpondent to your preat [1 [7 
bounty. *Tis I, that with more reaſon ſhould wvalne it iſ 
# ble ſing to be in ſuch a Monarch's power, who takes ng ſuc 
other advantage of our Captivity, then the frequent oc. 
cafions to make known his generoſity, and who is ſo prov 
fuſe of his grace and favours, that we may reckon it 
2 gain to have left our liberty, which cannot be ſo highly yer 
prized by any one, but they would freely forfeit it, ty 
enjoy what you ſo readily confer each moment, ift 
Spare, Madam, reply'd, the King, ſpare this diſ- 
courſe for ſomething that bettey deſerves it,and if T have 
been ſo fortunate as to oblige you to tell me ſo : beleeve N1., 
Birinthea, that all the cheap obſervances you have yet 
met with, are but the ſmall effels of that greater incli- Þ ,. 
nation I bas for the honour of your ſervice, But what n 
muſt I now hope for after this declaration, can you with 
Juſtice diſeſteem a cauſe, whoſe effe(s you praiſe ſo rare« ti 
ly, Great King, ſaid 1, thoſe two things have too far | 1. 
engaged me already : but the acquaintance you have 
with my preſent condition and your own, will tell you, 7 
that it is leſs in my power to correſpond with the one | ,, 
then the other, and beſides what can you rationally exped 
from a Princeſs that has not ſo much as her own liberty, Þ| 1; 
That ſhe ſhould, anſwerd he to interrupt me, accept. || 1, 
of the preſent I now make of mine in retaliation, that || .. 
ſhe would v:5ucbſafe tobe my Soveraign, and ſuffer me || , 
to be her ſervant, Touhave a mind to prove, repartes, 7 
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$1, whether Tam capable of preſumption,your Majeſty de- 
* Yghts 2n this trya!l, but T beſeech you to beleeve, that the 
boots you have baited your temptations withall , 
are too weak, to violate my Keſpefi aud Modeſty, and 
I allbirrrow ſo much .Humility from my Virtue as to 
aſſure you, that T ſhall never own ſo great a vanity, 
ſmce I am inſtrudted by my own defetis to declare, that 
I have not a tock ſufficient to claime the merrit of the 
meaneſt favour, T would now thank, you for, Theſe 
evaſions, Birinthea , are witty, reply*d he, and I 
ferceive that I muſt court you rather with effefiual ſer= 
vices then words, and T will follow that method bhere- 
, Buſter, and make good what I intend for your ſatisfati- 
IF by more authentique performances, which ſhall write 
affefiion in more, noble charaders, ſince you beleeve 
* Þ but ſlightly when 1 ſpeak them. 
TY He left me with this compliment, and Diamar, who 
had taken notice that our converſe was too eager to be 
of an ordmmary concerne only, Came to me aſſoon as he 
D 

was abſented, and deſired to know, what might be the 
* | diſcourſe; that had called ſo much colour into my face, 
: I would not hide the truth of it from her, to prevent her 
J 
| 


judgement by my inſiruions from being ſeduced by the 
King, who I was confident would endeavour to Corrupt 
her, and having ſummoned all our reaſon 'to aid us in 
our conſultation what to doe in this caſe, 1 & ye to 
diſſemble, and make the King know, I reckned all this 


but as gallantry and formal complaifance, and firivily 
commanded ber not to diſcover it to any »ther, and like- 
wiſe to give me an exatt account if ever the King made 
wy diſcourſe to her concerning it, 
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Many dayes paſt over in which Cy4zeres ſaid 
no more of this paſſion, whilſt he continued tg 
doe us all. the good offices could be expeegd: 
but inthe end being tyr'd with ſuch a fruitleſs 
patience, and ({purd on by delires, he repeated 
all thoſe former proteſtations,. with ſuch prefling 
wards, and vehement 1 motions, that | a 
hended he would have forgoteen all ſobriety and 
ſence of honor. In this conflit, 1 had muck 
adoe to manage his reaſon, if I treated him ci- 
villy he became infolent, if | checqued his in« 
(ns, he flew into violence, ſo that by the 
requent changes of our lookes, and (the alre- 
rations of our voices when we met, the judict 
ous: ſoon conjetur'd the matter. of our dil- 
courſe, The Queen who is extremely diſcrett 
was one of the farſtchat gueſs'd it, and conver- 
fing with me once in private, relying on the 
conjefures ſhe had made, ſhe indeavour'd 
quaintly to know the certainty : but-miſs'd het 
aclign, for I pretended not co underſtand her 
and turned the current of the inquiry into a- 
nother channe]. | 
The doubt 1 dwelt upon whiether I ſhould 
make known the truth or not co her, . held me 
fomerime inſuſpence, 1 feard ſhe might become 
my Enemy if 1 declar'd my ſelf her rival, and 
on the other hand, | apprehended that if | 
ſhould conclude my privacy was but a token of 
my confederacy with the King, In the concſu- 
hon, knowing the ſolidity of his vertue, | 
thought moſt convenient co informs her _ 
0 
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of it, and beſeeched, her, when I had related 
every tle: to belecyethat it was made a fecrer, 
only upan-the account-of: freeing: her from the 
trouble: ſuch a report muſt needs have lefr 
upon theſpirit of a Prince that fo intixely ho- 
nourp hex busband. 

This worthy Queen in. lieu of ſhowing any 
diſturbance, told me. mildly, She. was. ſerry ber 
preſent condition proved. an obſtacle to my advancement, 
ad that the quality of the Kings mife ſhould block, up 
mw ay to the Median throne, where my: great mertit 
would. have placed me with more juſtice, and the Kings 
tſſion with wore ſatisfatiion, but to repair the wrong 
ter fortune did me, I might ſaſely promiſe my ſelf all 
the favour ſhe could poſibly with bonour compaſs for me, 
cove all ſhe remmended: the love and pratiiſe of vertue 
tome, as. the. only. aſſiſtance 1 could. .expe&-to league 
with againſt ber hbnsbands. illegal flames: and attempts, 
a:d ſhe forbad me alſa to diſcleſe it exther. ta my own 
Mother or fifer till ſbe found.it convenienter, 

I was highly ſatisfied with her temper and 
roodneſs, ſhe bearing ſo great a ſhare of the 
troublez and to ſhan the Kings importunate 
arts who perſecnted me with a perpetual 
expoſtulation, 1 kept. my ſelf che moſt that xp 
could with her, becauſe in her preſence hecould: 
not ſo well have che liberty of a ſecret; ſpeech, or 
moreopen addreſs: but when he/perceived that 
lavoidedthoſe opportunities, he made uſe. of a 
new Stratagem and engine, having gain'd and 
notably inſtructed one of the Queens. maids of 
ker Chamber to ſollicite and plead for him, who 
was 
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was (o over diligent in-her duty;that ] had (carte 
2 minute of intermiſſion when the Queen was 
abſent. 1 told the Queen of this new inſftry. 
ment, but ſhe was forc'd to ſuffer her, to keep 
the King in temper, who nevertheleſs began 
to ſhow ſome anger, and ſometimes borrow'd 
the threatnings of ſeverity. to quell my braving 
conſtancy, which beat off all the eflaillants he 
ſolong had kept in ation againſt me, $ 
What troubles, good gods, did I not ſuffer, and what 
conſiderations did I ot produce to ſattisfy his paſſion, 
the fear he was in to diſpleaſe me did ſometimes qua- 
lify his fury ; but, inthe end, being one day tome t1 
viſit me at the Ducens, where 1 had lodg'd, hearing 
me anſwer him ſomewhat freely, not as a ſlave, buta 
Princes, he likewiſe grew ſharpe, and turning away 
diſcontented, be told me, that fince I made no better 
uſe of the honour he was willing to confer, in treating 
me ſo civilly, he would thenceforth make me know I wy 
his priſoner, and that bis proffers were not ſo deſpicable, 
to be thus ſcorned and refuſed;, by a Captive as ] 
was, 
Iproteſt, had he ſtaid by me after this ſpeech, 
I would haveanſ(wer'd thoſe inſolencies, in a lan- 
guage fit for one of my birth and breeding : but 
he withdrew ſo ſuddenly , that all I could doe, 
was to waite on the Queen; where without cake- 
ing any notice which was preſent, | caſt my ſelf 
at herfeet; andlether know more by my fighs 
andteares, then any words Icould utter, what 
the now cauſe of my afflition was 3 every one 
much admir'd toſee me in this diſorder; knows 
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ing the ſingular reſpe&, and favours I ſo fre- 
quently received at Court. She onely knew 
what ſorrows did oppreſs me.; and to be the 
more particularly inform” d, ſhe cauſed all the 
reſt ro withdraw, into the Antichamber : when 
I had related all the King had threatned, ſhe en- 
deavoured by a thouſand perſuahons and carefies 
to wipe away my tears : and thinking it no 
longer neceſſary, to hide this unhappineſs from 
Pheretime ; ſhe ſent for her with Phraorte and Ar- 
themiſa, Imagine, Cyr, what their aſtoniſhmenc 
was, when they were cold the occaſion of their 
coming; Had not the Queen of Mediz afſur'd 
my Mother of it, it would have hardly gained 
her. belief, bur in fine, as it concerned. us much 
to find a ſpeedy remedy toallay-the Kings vio- 
lent heat and reſolution, they concluded toge- 
ther, that it was beſt for us to remove for a white 
into the Country, that by my abſence I mighr 
take away the effe& of his anger, with the cauſe 
of it, in which time, the Queen engag'd to make 
it her only endeavour to ſooth and reclaim him 
to his wonted mildneſs again. To this purpole; 
She proffer'd tocarry us toone of her Country 
Houſes, not above a dayes Journey from Echz. 
taxe. This reſolution being 'fixt, to. Gepare 
within a day or two, I retired my ſelf with my 
Mother, who was mightily troubled at this dil- 
aſter, and who would needs be exaly acquain- 
ted of every Circumſtance relating co this (ad 
_—_ IT 
TheEvening before _ day appointed; Phrg- 
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orte being in my Chamber, we were advertized 
rhatthe King demanded to ſee me, I ran haſtily 
ntomy Mothers, for fear lcaſt he ſhould ſurprixe 
me in my own. Pheretime would needs gotore 
ceive him, but he aſcended with ſo much prech 
pirartion, that he entred inco her Chamber be- 
tore ſhe could Bet out to meet him, and havin 
{zluted her very coldly, he came direftly rowards 
m-, and faid, That fince I bad an intent to phe 
7nto the Country, he was unwi'ling th? ©ween ſhould 
rob him of the advantage to procure me that divertiſe. 
#4 ent 
I would have reply'd, but he gave me not the 
time, for taking me by the hand, he intreated1 
wonld follow him. Then Pheretime and Arthe- 
miſc would have ſtaid me, Phraorte likewiſe cea- 
72d on a Sword tc reſcue me, but was with held 
with the reſt, whole ſtrugglings were too weak 
£0 oppoſe the violence of his Guards, who by 
his order forced me thence into a Litter that 
waiced at the Gate, He was inexorable to all 
wy teares and prayers,pitty had left the lodging 
11 his heart, for a- more raſh and reſolute gueſt, 
fo afcer he had recommended the care of my 
perſon, particularly to thoſe were to convoy 
me, heſcnctmecoa Caſtle, whitherl arrived a- 
b2ucewo hours afrer ourterting forth. Tknow 
nor wh.t became of Pheretime, Phraorte and Ar- 
th-miſ:, or how they behaved themſelves after- 
warts, having heard no. tidings of them ever 
jince {| Bur for my own part, I was entertained 
in thac Caitle, with more reſpeR, then if rhe” 
| cen 
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been the Meter: en; I had Emnignes for my 
Guard, and GentTewomen to attend me : I was 
condufted toan' apartment no leſs beautifull 
then fplended, where Cyaxares had contriv'd, 
that I ſhould meet with all che delights imagiina- 
ble ro charm and difpel thofe forrows and trou» 
bles; which are incident to thofe in my conditi- 
on, | Nothing rhat' yields pleaſure either: to a 
curiomns ear oreye was omitted : for whenT had 
ſullenly refufed co raft of a choice Supper and 
Banguer, being withdrawn into a pretty Cloſet 
to weep my fate at liberty, they ſung fo harmo- 
nioufly-in the next Room, that .at any other 
time” | ſhon)d borh haveadmird, and equally 
lov'd ie; but T was wholly poſſefled with. grief, 
and befidesthat portion of vexation, | reffented 
a particular hate and diſdain for thofe. enters 
ra8ments, deſigned to deſude and rempt me 
from my coo juſt apprehenfiens and fears of fol. 
lowing dangers, if noeruine. This madetheir 
fubrit'endeavoms become fo tmportunate,' that 
ic but rais'd up more, thoſe Spirits they would 
have laid, and inftead of ſoothing me, urg*d me 
to ſend chem word by an attendant, thatif their 
orders were coprocure my content, they. could 
not ind a more ready means then by their ſud- 
denflence. -, We. -c vs. 
Night was grown old, when] went to my bed; 
where paſſed che remaining tedious moments 
of ir, in butter ſ{#hs and tears, and not without 


the dreactul ſuſpicions of ſome following. vio- 
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Light came an Eunugqueinto my Chamber, before 
] could ftart up, to bring me the wiſh of. a happy 
morning fron'him ; and told me, that he had 
already waited a Jong time for my rifing. It 
would have been in vain to refuſe his vide,” fince 
it was as much out of my power, zs it was in my 
will to hinderic ; Therefore 1 converted necel- 
ficy into Policy, and received him with a more 
outward ſhow of Civilicy and Reſpe&, then aver- 
non. | 
As ſoon as he had Saluted . me, . he demanded 
if | wereſatished, with the enterrainment 1 had 
tound, to which | reply'd, That if ] might be al. 
low'd the freedom to tell the ynfeigned Truth, I ſhould 
ra ther bave elefted to be treated lik: a Captive and 
mean Slave, provided he had mot torn me out of the 
Santuaryof my Mothers Arms and Boſome, then to be 
the uuwil'ing and uabappy partaker of all his Princely 
Entertainm-.nts, in this ſeparation, upon which he 
made this repartie, That excepting the preſence of 
Pherertime, I ſhould miſs nothing of that uſual tender- 
neſs and care ſhe jtill had for me. 
A'l his diſcourſe kepr,thus,within the confines 
of mode:.y and reſpe&, till I was ready to go 
into the Lirter again, then he commenc'd, but 
with aſtead , moderation to Court me, and de- 
clare his love, and he implor'd me to excuſe the' 
troybles and fatigues'of that Journey, to which 
the necelſicy of his affairs, as well as his reaſon 
and palicn made him hurry. me, I heartily in» 
fiited allo to conjure him, by all the powers of 
that affeftion he proteſs*'d cowards me, to ſuffer 
| | either 
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either Pheretime or Arthemiſa to come to me, but 


all I couldobtain was an affirance, that 1 ſhould © 


reſt in as much ſecuricy where he would leave me, 
as if } were ſtil] -intherreye and Guardienlhip. 
 Atlengch 1] arreiv'd, where he detign'd to lead 
me; The place was rarely pleafant» for irs ſciru- 
ation, The Caſtle being bwlc on a lictle riling 
| faltned £o- the foor off Mount Orontys, 
rom'whence-lies-a brave profpe& Eaftward, be- 
ing alarge Champagne, and. tpon one hand a 
fertile 'Vale, whoſe Border is fring'd with a pure 
Silver Stream, which/wantonizing,: with a' Ser- 
pentine, or indented' Figure, and: # flow ſtately 
pace, cree through a fumiſpruous Garden , 
where: Archos turn'& it to a thouſand Rivolets 
and /Fountains, to imbellifh that New Eder, 
whofe united ſtreams meeting, again, together 
at.rhe- lower end of. this Paradize make a "plea- 
ting murmur, as if rejoycing at..each others 
fight after ſo long a ſeparation, and {welling to 
theirfirſt breadth make a Channel that divides 
this ſpacious Garden from the well-ftored Park : 
but asCrhere is nothing can make a Priſon de- 
lighcfull-, where Golden ſhackles are no 'lefle 
ponderous then. lron Gyves , che very reſtramc 
pucring a ſtamp of diſconrent and /averiton 'on 
all thote lefler diverhons, ſorhele ferv'd onely 
accidentally to augment my griefs. One of rhe 
yreatelt troubles | tnſtain' «Jin this ſoliuary con- 


hnement, was the want of a Compagnon, i 
whoſe faichtul brefſt | might depoſre my ſecret 


thoughts, and | had ever langwih'd jn this un- 
- happineſs, 
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happineſs, if the. virtuous .Queen, yoar Aunt, 
had not ſent me the bleſling of aLetter by uy 
Evragque, who was intirely her Creatures and for 
whoſe fidelity ſhe was reſponfible. Narſetes, (9 
was he called, in delivering me the Lecrer, fhe 
favcur'd me withal, told mecthe. firickt and no» 
ble charge he had co be at my tevotion and com» 
mand tothe utmoſt of his abilicy. bn$633 
: The good Offices this Fellow rendred me, did 

much deminiſh Yee 1 "4 by his means] 
oft received and returned Meſſages tothe'Queen, 
and my Dear Morher, and] ,was inform'd, that 
Cyaxares who had a good while lefc me, intends 
ed ſhortly to renew his vilie.:: Lconfeſs, 8)fo that; 
had it not been. for his Counſel, I ſhould: have 
been more refraftory and ftubborn at his ſum» 
mons to receive him. I reſolv'd indeed, -tolet 
him.xnow my anger, and diſtaſte; bur to modee« 
rate it ſo, witha]l, as notto exaſp*rate his too 

much; but when he was preſent, my flights were 
nor proof zgainſt his paſſions, he diſcovered my 
Stratagem and defeated it, and had certainly 
proceeded to violence, if Narſetes had not pru- 
dently interpos'd, and ſtept between my virtue 
and his luſt, ſo that for my part, I believe, I owe 
the preſervation both of my Honour and Life, to 
charfaithful Emmgque, fincethe King ſhould me- 
ver have rob'd or deprived me of the one, but 
with the other, Narſetes amuzed him with the 
promue of tempring me to a compliance, as 
flexible as his defire was ſolicitous, it he woull 
but allow him 2 convenient time to effe&it, Cy: 
| axares 
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axares conſented, thongh with ſome reluftance, 
to this tryal ; but he preſcribed him fo exact 
and ſhort an interval], that in the urgent nece(-- 
fity, not knowing what toa@@' to divert this ugly! 
fare, } remembred that you had left A4bracome 
in Echatane, toſerve me, in any thing my fortune 
might challenge of you. 

Can 1 tell you without a bluſh, Cyrus, that you' 
were the firſt | caſt my eyes and hopes upon, as' 
the PrateGor of our-thatterd Family. Your ge- 
nerofity, from whoſe plentifull ftock | had al- 
ready gathered-ſo'much beneht, and che fair A- 
mity you -had vow'd with honour to me, crea-' 
ted a+ moſt probable belief in me, that as you 
alone were moſt able, fo yu would be moſt rea- 
dy and wiling to refcue.her,whoſeemd to ftand a 
faworite in your eſteem. Upon thele, hopes 1 wrote 
thar Letter, which came (af: to your hand*, up- 
en that Subje@, and addreſling it covertly to 
my Mother ; by Narſetes afliftance, ſhe gave A- 
macome Commiſſion to convey it to your (elf, 
which he performed with that faithful diligence, 
that has obliged us both extreamly to him, Ir 
was ſometime, before I received the news of your 
loſs, which that cruſty Servant broughc me, and 
this was obſtructed by che jealoulies of a woman, 
whom the King kept as a (py upon me, who had 

iven him ſo many hints of diſtruſt for you, that 
A once more lecretly convey'd me to a place 
unknown toany of my Relations. Narſetes was 
: while ſuſpended through fear from giving my 
Mother any notice of ir, but redoubling his de- 
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ſign coſave me, as .Cyaxares did to ruine me, hg. 


catt about till he had news of Abracomes -xetaurn, 
and foreſgeing the need he ſhould ſtand 19 ofthis 
perion and affiftance ro compleat his projeg.of 
treeing me , his induſtry happily light upon a 
handſome plot to bring it abour. 

Birinthea, would have purſu'd her Hiſtory, 
when Zorbas entred the chamber, and told them 
that che General ofthe Medes and: Perſians had 
ſenc un, a Trumpecterzxo demand his priſou- 
ers. | 

The remainder of Cyrus's company, who 
could nor ger into; the City time enough with 
him, being returned to the Camp with Ahbracong, 
quuckly gave inteiligence of his being taken : -Ty- 
granes, Artabaſe , Gadate, Gobrias . and the chief 
Oiticers of the Army, being afſembled ſpeedily to 
conſulc abour this important accident , reſolv'd 
wiſtco keep ſecret rhe abſence of their Genera), 
whom they chought Zorbas could not well de- 
cam, and fend to. redemand him as a private 
Othcer, whom he could not with-ho]d without 
2 breach of the Articles of truce. | 

To induce ' Zerbas the more to reſtore him 
blind-ftold, and prevent rhe curiohty he might 
haveto ſeek the knowledg of him, chey intreated 
a Lady, whom he lov'd paihonately , and who 
was ac that time. 1n.their power and Camp, to 
writea Ticket to him, which that generous 
] ady, to recompence the ineſtimable obligations 
ine oned (yrw, immediately traced in the!t 
vs OL MS, 

Zorbas, 
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Zorbas, if the opportunity of doing me a favour be 
eaſing or welcome, bardly can you ever exped to meet 
yith a fairer then this, or. makg a greater or happier 
advantage of it then by returning thoſe Perſians ſpeedi- 
h to the Camp, that are now in your hands, whom. you 
cannot juſtly detain, as not being priſoners by - Article, 
and whom you ſhould, deliver, becauſe I requeſt it, 


. Though this Ticket were not ſigned, Zorbas 
was ſo happy in che -acquaintance of the.Cha- 
racers, that he no-ſooner received and read.it, 
but-he ummediately went to Cyrus,z-.to whom he 
ſaid; ſhewing him che paper, that he was: hugely 
ſorry to part- with him ſo ſoon, and wanted the 
due time to .confirme ſo ſtricke an: amity as he 
much loneg'd to contrat with him, but that the 
decree heheld in his hand, had haſtned him to 
come and Jet him know, he was at liberty with 
all his party to returne when they pleas'd : pro- 
vided his wounded body could admit of a re- 
move. Cyrus not being able to conceive from 
whence Zorb.x had ſo ſuddenly received theſe or- 
ders;: beſeeched him torell it; and Zorby after 
he had read it, aſſur*d him, ir came from a per- 
lon fo much his Soveraign, that he would count 
bis life but a-mean loſs,. if compar'd to her fas» 
your; and.therefore could conſult no reaſon bur 
hers 1n what concerned his obedience towards 
her, which he would never forfeit, whilſt in his 


power to performe 3 and therefore earneſtly mn- ** 


treated him tolet her know at his return, how di- 
T Iigent 
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zealous he had been to accompliſh her 

OA dt treatd 0; F118 
"31 havnt teplyd, with as much generoſity 
404111, that this'was-rhe leaſt ſervice hs 
"011! pay to requite fo muth* civility z 'defired 
Fiz, chac on chenexe morning he” might fied 
b:52 from che trouble- of his unhandfoine; i bes 
cauſe. unhealthy. company 3 by reaſon of his 
wounds: Zorbas however conſented not to it, till 
the Chyrurgions had affured he mighe-be'remo- 
ved without danger, and having ended His com- 
plements with Cyrz, herenew'd them by. a freſh 
addreſs to Firinthea, ſhaping a thouſand extw/ 
fes for his -metis- inſolencies, and pray'd her to 
declare what (atisfaftion ſhe' thought fir to de- 
mand, knowing an ordinary death was'too cheap 
® juſtice and payment for' ſo daring a crime; 
wherefore he left them co her ſenrence; This 
Princeſs, whoſe mercy ſwayd above all other 
fentiments,told him, that-it would ſeem to reliſh 
of ingratirtude, if after ſuch choice obligations, 
which wip'd our all the other ſcores' of injury; 
the ſhonid be ſo unjuſt as ro- demand their lives; 
Wherefore-as ſhe had reaſon to be .concern'd in 
«| that related co him, ſo ſhe not only would 
profels it, butevidently proveit by begging their 

lives of him, asa particular grace and mercy. 
The night was now much waſted, and there- 
fore Zorbas having anſwerd in a few words, that 
fhe might abſoſurely diſpoſe cf che lives and for- 
cunes of thoſe infolent fellows, took his leave, 
and commanded the miſtriſs of that houſe 
| | where 
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where- they lodg'd, ro prepare a bed with all 
things convenient for Birinthes, who tmmediate- 
ly recyr'd , to prevent any ſcandal might be 
taken, if (ſhe made any longer tay with Cyras. 
Zorbas nkewiſe diſpatch'd away the Trumperter 
tothe Perſian Army, to take order againſt the 
aexe morning for fecching away his priſonners, 
and gave them ſpecial charge of the letcec he re- 
turn'd in anſwer tohis Lady. 
In. che mean while, our Heroe's exceſſive joy 
for 'the.aght of his dear Princeſs, was ſo great 
rquell'd for ſome time the alarm which che be- 
ginaing/' of her diſcourſe had disquiered and 
threarned him withall, and as cne highly farisfied: 
with his own proſperous afteCtion, he conſumed 
the remainder of that night wich che pleaſing 
fancies of happy lovers. But then the (adder 
remembrarfce of thoſe leſs promiſing ſpeeches 
etring again into his mind, when the firſt lIighe 
of day peep'd into his bed; Ah, cry'd he, Am1T 
much & falſe friend to my ſelf, as yet to flatter my 
bepes, did Hot Birinthea tell me, that ſhe conld not 
love we ? Nay which is more, that ſhe ought npt to eu- 
conrage or ſuffer me tolove her ? Great gods, where- 
ſore then didſhe age to ſech, me out ? Does ſhe expe the 
protezon of one whoſe affeion ſhe cannot entertain ? 
and does ſhecaſt her ſelf into his armes , whiſe flames 
ſhe muſt and will baniſh out of her h art ? How unjuſt 
and crnel are you Birinthea, if you intend ſeriouſly 
ts reed myf air pretences, fince you know I cannot che- 
nſb life, but as you cheriſh my love : But in fine, what 
#:t you aime at ? Muſt I employ the unlucky reſidue of 
| | | my 
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wy power to advance the proſperity and bliſs of ſane 
tr:umphant rival > Muſt all my Army fight totear of 
wy own glorious Wreaths and Crowns, and ſet them on 
anthers prouder head ? IVhat meane you, Birinthea, 
by theſe ſervices you claime ? But O bow impu- 
dent i th « curioſity and ftrugling ? and how offenſie 
to that reſpef? and reverence | owe you ;- pardon dear 
Princeſs, come lets obey, and ſerve her with a religiow 
and blindfold ſubmiſſion, and whether life or death be 
twe ſucceſs, bow under fate, fince ſhe Commands the 
zriall, ſhe is my Soveraign and may diſpoſe of all ny 
Fortunes, and it muji needs be as glorious, as # is doubt- 
full now to Cyrus, to have contributed towards. ber fe 
licity, what ever be the event. 


He was diſturbed with theſe perplexing re- 
flexions, even whilſt he ſflumbred, ll ſome at- 
tenants came to his bediide to cell him, if he 
had repoſed enough, he might t e going thence 
as fo0n as he deſired, Thefirſt inquiry he made, 
was for his Princeſs, andto be inform'd whether 
ſhe were yer ready , but 'underſtanding -that 
Zirby entertained her till his upriling, he ſent 
toexculſe his lazineſs, and being drefſed- and. his 
wounds lookt to, which were @he leaſt of his 
paines, they carried him in a chayr to the place 
where Zorbx yer converſed with Pirinthea, and 
there having paid his beſt civilities and thanks 
for the favours received at the Governours 
hands, who repented he was no more prodiga) 
of them, fince the occaſon of adding to the 
flo:ewas now removing from him, they mutu- 


ally 
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ally embrac*'d and bad farewel, and Cyrus was 
placed in a litter which waited him, whilſt Bz- 
rixthea was not ſparing of her compliments to 
court Zorbas, who attended and helpt her into 
the Chariot he had prepar'd, and all thoſe Per- 
fans that were in a fit poſture to accompany 
them, had ſuch conveniency as made their 
journey no leſs eaſy, then joyfu], in regard of 
their liberty, tothem., 

Cyrus and Birinthea would have taken their laſt 
adieu of Zorbas, at the Gates, but he would 
needs convoy them till chey meer the little troop 
which haſtned to fetch and guide them to the 
Camp, which were but few in number to avoid 
all ſuſpition and inquiry, Then they repeated 
— — Myriads of new proteſtations and vows of 
never dying friendſhip, and made their cloſs 
embraces the laſt ceremonies and ſeals of future 
amity. When Cyrus had pa(s'd the verge of that 
River, where he firſt diſcover'd the raviſhers of 
his dear Princeſs, Tygranes, Artabaſe, Gadate and 
all the prime Officers of his Army, who waited at 
the wood-fide, came to congratulate his ſafe re- 
turn, The Souldiers, all this time, knew no- 
thing till cheir General was in his Tent, then 
it was publiſhd openly and they declar'd by their 
loud welcomes and acclamations, the heatty joy 
for his return ſo fully, that by it may be gueſs'd, 
what trouble and diſcontent would have 
polleſs*d each ſoul, had they not lived in the 
more happy ignorance of his late abſence, 


The End, 


